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(54) Peer-to-peer computing architecture 

(57) A system and method for providing an open 
network computing platform designed for peer-to-peer 
computing. The peer-tp-peer platfomn may provide pro- 
tocols for peer-to-peer services and applications that al- 
low peers to discover each other, communicate with 
each other, and cooperate with each other to form peer 
groups. The protocols may include a peer rhembership 
protocol, a peer discovery protocol, a peer resolver pro- 
tocol, a peer information protocol, a pipe binding proto- 
col, and a peer endpoint protocol. Services and appli- 
cations that participate in the protocols may be provided 
to deal with higher-level concepts. Advertisements may 
be used to publish peer resources. The peer-to-peer 
platform provides the ability to replicate information to- 
ward end users and may enable peers to find content 
that is closest to them. The peer-to-peer protocols and 
unique peer identifiers may allow peer nodes to move 
to different locations and access services and othercon- 
tent independent of network physical addresses. 



P2P 
piattorm 
applications 


P2P platlonn community 
nppUcalions 




P2P platfonn provided 
Rpplicabons 
ISA 






P2P 
plsilofm 
servieea 


P2P platform community 
sorvicos 




P2PpJatfonn 
provided sorviccs 





shell 
JLfiD 



is: 



„^ I Peei groups I i DiscovOfy I | Peer commurucation'l 1 Poor monilurirtg I 

JSSm I a II iS I I (pipeTia II m. I 



plntlaim 
core 
i2Q 



Security 130 



31 



FIG. 2 



BEST AVAIl^BLE COPY 



Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR) 



EP 1 229 442 A2 



Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 



[0001] This invention relates to peer-to-peer networking, and more particulariy to a peer-to-poer network comoutina 
platform. .■ 

2. Description of the Related Art ' . 

[0002] The Internet has three valuable fundamental assets - information, bandwidth, and computing resources - all 
of which are vastly underutilized, partly due to the traditional client-server computing model. No single search engine 
or portal can locate and catalog the ever-increasing amount of information on the Web in a timely way IVIoreover a 
huge amount of infonnation is transient and not subject to capture by techniques such as Web crawling For example 
research has estimated that the world produces two exabytes or about 2x1 0^8 bytes of information every year but onh^ 
publishes about 300 terabytes or about 3x1 012 bytes. In other words, for every megabyte of information produced only 
one byte gets jDublished. Moreover, Google claims that it searches about only 1 .3x1 0^8 web pages. Thus findinq useful 
infomiation in real time is increasingly difficult. . ' " 

[0003] Although miles of new fiber have been installed, the new bandwidth gets little use if everyone goes to one 
site for content and to another site for auctions. Instead, hot spots just get hotter while cold pipes remain cold This is 
partly why most people still feel the congestion over the Internet while a single fiber's bandwidth has increased bv a 
factor of 10^6 since 1975, doubling every 16 months. 

[0004] New processors and storage devices continue to break records in speed and capacity, supporting more pow- 
erful end devices throughout the network. However, computation continues to accumulate around data centers which 
have to increase their workloads at a crippling pace, thus putting immense pressure on space and power consutiiption 
[0005] Finally, computer users in general are accustomed to computer systems that are deterministic and synchro- 
nous in nature, and think of such a structure as the norm. For example, when a browser issues a URL request for a 
Web page, the output is typically expected to appear shortly afterwards. It is also typically expected that everyone 
around the world will be able to retrieve the same page from the same Web server using the same URL 
[0006] The term peer-to-peer networking or computing (often referred to as P2P) may be applied to a wide range of 
technologies that greatly increase, the utilization of information, bandwidth, and computing resources in the Internet 
Frequently, these.P2P technblogies adopt a network-based computing style that neither excludes nor Inherently de- 
pends on centralized control points. Apart from improving the performance of information discovery content delivery 
ajid mfomnation processing, such a style also can enhance the overall reliability and fault-tolerance of computing sys- 

[0007] Peer-to-peer (P2P) computing, embodied by applications like Napster, Gnutella, and Freenet has offered a 
compelling and intuitive way for Internet users to find and share resources directly with each other often without re- 
quinng a central authority or server. As much as these diverse applications have broken new ground they typically 
address only a single function, run primarily only on a single platform, and are unable to directly share data with other 
similar applications. 

[0008] Many peer-to-peer systems are built for delivering a single type of service. For example, Napster provides 
music file sharing. Gnutella provides generic file sharing, and AIM provides instant messaging Given the diveree 
charactenstics of these services and the lack of a common underlying P2P infrastructure, each P2P software vendor 
tends to create incompatible systems— none of them able to interoperate with one another. This means each vendor 
creates its own P2P user community, duplicating efforts in creating software and system primitives commonly used by 
all P2P systems. Moreover, for a peer to participate in multiple communities organized by different P2P implementa- 
tions, the peer must support multiple implementations, each for a distinct P2P system or community and serve as the 
aggregation point. 

[0009] Many P2P systems today offer their features or services through a set of APIs that are delivered on a particular 
operating system using a specific networking protocol. For example, one system might offer a set of C++ APIs with 
the system initially running only on Windows, over TCP/IP, while another system offers a combination and C and'java 
APIs, running on a variety of UNIX systems, over TCP/IP but also requiring HTTP A P2P developer is then forced to 
choose which set of APIs to program to, and consequently, which set of P2P customers to target Because there is 
little hope that the two systems will interoperate. it the developer wants to offer the same service to both communities 
they have to develop the same service twice for two P2P platforms or develop a bridge system between Ihem Both 
approaches are inefficient and impractical considering the dozens of P2P platforms in existence 
[001 0] Many P2P systems, especially those being offered by upstart companies, tend to choose one operating system 
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as their target deployment platform. The cited reason for this choice is to target the largest installed base and the 
fastest path to profit. The inevitable result is that many dependencies on platfoim -specific features are designed into 
(or just creep into) the system. This is often not the consequence of technical desire but of engineering reality with its 
tight schedules and limited resources. 

5 [0011] This approach is clearly shortsighted. Even though the earliest demonstration of P2P capabilities are on plat- 
forms in the middle of the computing hardware spectrum, it is very likely that the greatest proliferation of P2P technology 
will occur at the two ends of the spectrum — large systems in the enterprise and consumer-oriented small systems. 
In fact, betting on any particular segment of the hardware or software systerri is not future proof. 
[001 2] Figures 1 A and 1 B are examples illustrating the peer-to-peer rnodel. Figure 1 A shows two peer devices 1 04A 

10 and 104B that are currently connected. Either of the two peer devices 1 04 may serve as a client of or a server to the 
other device. Figure 1 B shows several peer devices 1 04 connected over the network 106 in a peer group. In the peer 

• group, any of the peer devices 1 04 may serve as a client of or a server to any of the other devices. 

[0013] Prior art peer-to-peer systems are generally built for delivering a single type of service, for example a music 
file sharing service, a generic file sharing service, or an instant messaging service. Given the diverse characteristics 

IS of these services and given the lack of a common underlying peer-to-peer infrastructure, each vendor tends to form 
various peer-to-peer "silos". In other words, the prior art peer-to-peer systems typically do not interoperate with each 
other. This means each vendor has to create its own peer-to-peer user community, duplicating efforts in creating prim-, 
itives commonly used by peer-to-peer systems such as peer discovery and peer communication. 
[0014] Discovery in a peer-to-peer environment may be based on centralized discovery with a centralized index. 

20 This method is used by such peer-to-peer applications as Napster and AIM. Discovery based on a centralized index 
may be efficient, deterministic, and well suited for a static environment. Such a method of discovery may also provide 
centralized control, provide a central point of failure, and provide easy denial of services. However, such a method of 
discovery may be expensive to scale and may degrade with aging. ^ 

• [0015] Discovery in a peer-to-peer environment may also be based on net crawling. This method is used by such 
25 peer-to-peer applications as Gnutella and FreeNet. Discovery based on net crawling may be simple, adaptive, deter- 
ministic, inexpensive to scale, well suited for a dynamic environment, and may be difficult to attack. Such a method of 
discovery may also improve with aging. However, such a method of discovery may provide slower discovery than 
centralized control, 

[0016] In a peer-to-peer environment, assume there is a peer-to-peer community offering a search capability for its 
30 members, where one member can post a query and other members can hear and respond to the. query. One member 
is a Napster user and has implemented a feature so that, whenever a query is received seeking an MP3 file, this 
member will look up the Napster directory and then respond'to the query with information returned by the Napster 
system., Here, a member without any knowledge of Napster may benefit because another member implemented a 
bridge to connect their peer-to-peer system to Napster. This type of bridging is very useful, but when the number of 
35 services is large, pair-wise bridging becomes more difficult and undesirable. Thus, it may be desirable to provide a 
platform bridge that may be used to connect various peer-to-peer systems together. 

[0017] In another example, one engineering group requires a sizable storage capability, but also with redundancy 
to protect data from sudden loss, A common solution is to purchase a storage system with a large capacity and mirrored 
disks. Another engineering group later decides to purchase the same system. Both groups end up with a lot of extra 

40 capacity, and have to pay higher prices for the mirroring feature. Thus, it may be desirable to provide a mechanism by 
which each group may buy a simple storage system without the mirroring feature, where the disks can then discover 
each other automatically, form a storage peer group, and offer mirroring facilities using their spare capacity. 
[0018] . As yet another example, many devices such as cell phones, pagers, wireless email devices, Personal Digital 
Assistants (PDAs), and Personal Computers (PCs) may carry directory and calendar information. Currently, synchro- 

45 nization among the directory and calendar information on these devices is very tedious, if not impossible. Often, a PC 
becomes the central synchronization point, where every other device has to figure out a way to connect to the PC 
(using serial port, parallel port, IRDA, or other method) and the PC must have the device driver for every device that 
wishes to connect. Thus, it may be desirable to provide a mechanism by which these devices may interact with each 
other, without extra networking interfaces except those needed by the devices themselves, utilizing a common layer 

50 of communication and data exchange. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0019] The accompanying claims relate to various aspects of the present invention. 
55 [0020] Embodiments of a peer-to-peer platform for peer-to-peer computing on a network are described. In one em- 
bodiment, the peer-to-peer platform architecture may include, but is not limited to, protocols, advertisements, and core 
services. The peer-to-peer platform may include one or more protocols. To underpin this set of protocols, the peer-to- 
peer platform may define a number of concepts including peers, peer groups, advertisements, services, content,, mes- 
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sages, pipes and pipe endpoints. Using the peer-to-peer platform protocols, peers may discover each other romm„ 
2Z Itr"" °"";k ? ^"T'^'' ^^'^^ peer'groups. ,"n'or,e embodtem peTgr^s iZcX 

eXH;rsTer.:rro7x^^^^^^^^^ 

[0021] The peer-to-peer platform preferably provides a decentralized environment that minimizes sinale ooints of 

and applications. The peer-to-peer platform may be used to build a wide range of distributed services anS aooncIJion^ 
.n which eveor device is addressable as a peer, and where peers can bridge from one domain imranother-fho r^lT 
to-peer platform may support distributed computing software that is flexible. interoperabT anTl^aSe^^^^^^^^ 
on the network. The peer-to-peer platform may also support interoperable services and con"enron rhe interne! The 
r^Zl H ""T ^T" f " °' Both centralized and de^entral zed semSj 

With other services giving rise to new P2P applications mieroperate 
!J!?vlt/- — "^^^^^^^^ the peer-to-peer platform preferably functions in the same or similar fashion when 

ranlot ^T. *° f "'"^ "^^"^^-^-S environment or to a new class of devices, as long aMherffe a "oTe^ 
transport protocol handler for the new networking protocol. Thus, the peer-to-peer ptetfoon i^rSl^ tranTon 
protocol .dependent. The protocols may be realized over networks including, but Lt U:^lZ tTZ 'Temet LZrate 
ITJ,; Proximrty network, a home networking environment, LANs, and WANs. The protocols mayTo be 

ami th P^^^-'°-P-^^ P'-«-'^ Preferably independent of transport pro Lofs For ex 

ample, the peer-to-peer platform may be implemented on top of TCP/IP HTTP Bluetooth HomePNA 
tocols. The Size and complexity of the network peers that may'suppor, these p^lcols^^^^^^^ 
of peer implementations including peers implemented on. but not limited to, simple light switcher f^DAs c^ l ohonT 

aNeTerSrm'"V°'''°°' ^"^^ --P^ters^o' st ^ coX hTiJ-aS 

able servers, mainframe computers and even supercomputers . i-"'npiex, nigniy avaii- 

S°°J!f I embodiment, the peer-to-peer platfomi may run on any of various operating systems including Pm 

^Sntp'^HKi^T!""' ^PP-P^-'e level of Java runtime support, if require^ su^Is WindTv^ssi 9^ 

2000_ME, and NT Solaris^ Unix. Macintosh. Linux. Java 2 Platfomi. Micro Edition (J2ME) and SrSnalJava 4ch^ 
ZI ""^^ implemented in any of a variety of development environment usinglnv of^ 

ZXs'Z^Tei Sd K;r''""°"^ -^^^"^""^ .anguage.. including, but J^^Z'::^:. 
[0024] The peer-to-peer platform may include several layers. In one embodiment the lavers m'av inrl-rio « r-.r^ 
ayen a service layer and an application layer. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platlon^^^^^^^^ 
o oSrr or ^"*=«P^"'«^«J-'"'-a' Primitives that are common to peer-to-peer neLrking.TncLing but not NrSted 
o. peers, peer groups, peer discovery, peer communication, peer monitoring, and associated securrtl Drimit^!« Ai2 

^" P^«^-'°-P«^^ -° that interoperability becomes poiibir ^ 

ix..u.ion '«yer P/°-ides core support for peer-to-peer sen/ices and applications. In a multi-platfom, secure 

cZT"r.Z7T ! "7^ "mechanisms of peer groups, peer pipes and peer monitoring may b^pSd Peer 
and d^i^^ ' L V . "^^"^ ^""^ "^"^'"9 ^ P^^^ 9^°"P ^'t^" -mechanisms to create policies7or c^eatton 

- a'nd cotr s^arl^g^^^''^' ^'^^"'^'"^ ^"^ ^'^'^"^^^ ^-"P^ comm'unrca^tsTuX 

fh™ 1^' ''^ VJ^'^^' abstraction level, the peer-to-peer platform may be viewed as a set of protocols provided at 
the core layer. The peer-to-peer platform protocols may be used to provide and support ad hoc pervasive Z mum 
hop peer.U,.peer (P2P) network computing. Using the protocols, peers can cooperate to form reromar^Ized and^^^^^^ 
configured peer groups independently of their positions in the network (e.g. edges firewallsT and ThoTi! tl nln 
a centralized management infrastructure. The peer-to-peer platform protocols m'ay hLe veS'loTovrhead L^^^^^ 
assumptions about the underlying network transport and limited requirements of the peer^-^^lnr^lnf t 
used to deploy a Wide variety Of P2P applications and services in a highly unreliabte fnd ch^^ 

In one embodirrient, the peer-to-peer platfomi may include core protocols including, but no Tmite7o a pTer mem 

more som^nf^' ' T Peers are not required to implement all the co^ pro ocols FunZ- 

more some peers may only use a portion (client-side or server-side only) of a protocol Protocols. Further 

LS nH ""^^ implemented using a common messaging layer This messaaino 

layer binds the protocols to various network transports Each protocol may be defined by one or more messraes ex 
It^Zi 7"^ partic^ants of the protocol. Each message may have a predefined forr^at, and ma^inTude Various 
convlnt • P^^^-«°-P-e^ P'-""^'" niay use XML as the encoding omnat XMrmay Sde 

convenience in parsing and extensibility. Other embodiments of the peer-to-peer platfomi mav u«. othTf L )^ 
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[0028] The peer-to-pe'er platform may further include a peer-to-peer services layer. This layer may provide capabil- 
ities that may not be absolutely necessary for a peer-to-peer network to operate but that may be desirable to provided 
added functionality beyond the core layer In the peer-to-peer environment. The service layer may deal with higher- 
level concepts such as search and indexing, directory, storage systems, file sharing, distributed file systems, resource 

. s . aggregation and renting, protocol translation, authentication and PKl (public key infrastructure) systems. These serv- 
ices, which may make use of the protocols and building blocks provided by thie core layer, may be useful by themselves 
but also may be included as components in an overall P2P system. Thus, services may include one or more services 
provided by the peer-to-peer platform. These platform-provided services may include indexing, searching and file shar- 
ing services, for example. The services layer may provide hooks for supporting generic services (such as searching, 

10 sharing and added security) that may be used in many P2P applications. Thus, services may also include one or more 
services not provided as part of the peer-to-peer platform but rather provided by the peer-to-peer platform community. 
[0029] The peer-to-peer platform may also include a peer-to-peer application layer. The application layer may support 
the implementation of integrated applications such as file sharing, resource sharing, monetary systems, distributed 
storage, peer-to-peer instant messaging, entertainment, content management and delivery, peer-to-peer email sys- 

15 tems, distributed auction systems, among others. Applications may be "vertical" or they may be deiveloped to interop- 
erate with other distributed applications. One or more applications may be provided as part of the peer-to-peer platform. 
Applications may also include user-defined community applications not provided by the peer-to-peer platform. Appli- 
cations may be built using peer services as well as the core layer. The peer-to-peer platform may support the funda- 
mental levels broadly, and rely on the P2P development community to provide additional peer services and applications. 

20 [0030] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer protocols may use advertisements to describe and publish the existence 
of peer resources. An advertisement may be defined as a structured, language neutral metadata structure that names, 
describes, and publishes the existence of a peer-to-peer platform resource, such as a peer, a peer group, a pipe, or 
a sen/ice. In one embodiment, advertisements may be used in the peer-to-peer platform as language-neutral metadata 
structures. The peer-to-peer platform preferably includes advertisement documents to represent all of the peer-to-peer 

25 platform resources managed by the core platform, such as peers, peer groups, pipes and services. The peer-to-peer 
platform may define core advertisement types including, but not limited to, one or more of peer advertisements, peer 
group advertisements, pipe advertisements, service advertisements, content advertisements, and endpoint advertise- 
ments. In one embodiment, an advertisement is a markup language structured document that names, describes, and 
publishes the existence of a pei9r-to-peer platform resource. In one embodiment, peer-to-peer platfoVm advertisements 

30 may be represented in the Extensible Markup Language (XML). 

[0031] A typical peer-to-peer platform network rriay provide an inherently nondetemriinistlc topology/response struc- 
ture. In a peer-to-peer platform network, a specific resource request may not return for minutes, hours, or ieven days; 
in fact, it may never return at all. In addition, people from different parts of the world requesting the same resource are 
likely to get different copies of the resource from completely different locations. Peers may obtain content from multiple 

35 servers, ideally reaching a nearby one that is up and running. The original source peer need not service every resource 
request; in fact, it does not even have to be up and running. 

[0032] The peer-to-peer platform provides the ability to replicate information toward end users. Popular content tends 
to be replicated more often, rnaking it easier to find as more copies are available. Peers do not have to always go back 
to the same peer to obtain the information they want, as is typical in the client/server model. Peers may obtain infor- 
40 mation from neighboring peers that have already cached the information. Each peer may become a provider to all 
other peers. 

[0033] In one embodiment the peer-to-peer platform may enable peers to find content that is closest (local) to their 
network location. This content may include data (e.g. files) or even services and applications. For example, if a peer 
node in an office peer-to-peer network using the peer-to-peer platform is moved, the peer-to-peer platform may allow 
45 the peer to automatically locate content including services hosted by other peers closest to the peer's new location, 
without requiring any manual reconfiguration. Further, at least some content may be copied or moved to the peer in 
its new location and/or to other peers local to the new location. 

[0034] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may support and/or provide sophisticated naming and binding 
services. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may use a universal unique identifier (UUID) to refer to an 

50 entity (e.g. a peer, peer group, pipe, content, etc.). In one embodiment, the UUIDs may be used in providing flexible 
configuration and seamless relocation of peer nodes on a peer-to-peer network, and may assist in locating and ac- 
cessing content including services nearest to a peer node when the peer node is moved. The peer-to-peer protocols 
and UUIDs may provide the ability tor peer nodes to move to different peer groups and/or peer regions and access 
services and other content independent of network physical addresses and without requiring reconfiguration of the 

55 peer node. Peer nodes may be relocated and access services and other content that are locally hosted or services 
and other content hosted in their original peer group if the services and other content are not required to be locally 
hosted. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINfiS 



fnas S wh^rh 1"'^' embodiments of the invention are descn-bed hereinafter with reference to the accompanying draw 
mgs in which like reference signs refer to like elements: y^xymyuiaw 

Figure 1 A illustrates a prior art example of two devices that are currently connected as peers- 
Figure IB Illustrates a prior art example of several peer devices connected over the network in a peer qrouD- 
Figure 2 i ustrates one embodiment of peer-to-peer platfomi software architecture at the conceptuaMeveT 
Figure 3 illustrates an exemplary content identifier according to dne embodiment- " 
Figure 4 illustrates a point-to-point pipe connection between peers according to one embodiment- ' 
Figure 5 illustrates a peer-to-peer platform message format according to one embodiment- 
Figure 6 illustrates the content of a peer advertisement according to one embodiment- ' 
Figure 7 illustrates the content of a peer group advertisement according to one embodiment 
Figure 8 illustrates the content of a pipe advertisement according to one embodiment- 
Figure 9 Illustrates the content of a sen/ice advertisement according to one embodiment- 
Figure 1 0 illustrates the content of a content advertisement according to one embodiment- 
Figure 11 Illustrates the content of an endpoint advertisement according to one embodiment- 

fZZ II TTl^^ T"^"'^ ^""^ "'"'""3" ^ peer-to-peer platform according to one embodiment; 
Figure 13 illustrates discovery through a rendezvous proxy according to one embodiment- 
Figure 14 Illustrates discovery through propagate proxies according to one embodiment- ' 
Figure 1 5 illustrates using messages to discover advertisements according to one embo'diment- 
respTning peer' °' "''""^ P^^^ ^^^^-^^^ P^°'°-°' ----^es between a requesting peer and a 

aTslonZ'iZ- °' "^'"9 P^^-- P^°'<^-o^ '"--f -Ses between a requesting peer and 

eSbodimen^''^'^' ^"^ '"^^y ^'^-^^^^ and routing according to one 

piSr "'"'''^'^' embodiment of message routing in a peer-tp-peer network that uses the peer-to-peer 

S;:;it to'^'^or:.' ' ^ P^'-'^-^-^ — inflated from outside only 

Figure 21 illustrates email exchange through an email gateway according to one embodiment- 
Figure 22 Illustrates traversing a firewall when access is initiated from the inside according to one embodiment- 

^ ^ P'^«°- — «^-s Uus aTperonie 

Fiour^ It TTT^ ^ °' ""'"^ ' "^^''^^ P^^-" 9~"P registration according to one embodiment- 

Figure 25 Illustrates peer group registration across a firewall according to one embodiment 

emSodimeiir'^'^' ^ °' group membership through a proxy ser>;ice according to one 

bodimenf^'' """^ 27B illustrate a method of providing privacy in the peer-to-peer platfomn according to one em- 
c^r^^atf a'ltrri^rf °" embodiment of a method for using a peer-to-peer platform proxy service as a 

Figure 29 is a flowchart illustrating a peer accessing content from different locations according to one embodiment; 
Figure 30 is a flowchart illustrating a peer accessing content from different locations according to one embodiment. 

tho\\^ skird?n*l'JT'rT " '"^''""^ ''^ ''"^ °' '"^'"P'^ embodiments and illustrative drawings 

Thn^HH i^f H , !. r ''"^"^'^ '° '^e embodiments or drawings described « 

Should be understood, that the drawings and detailed description thereto are not intended to limit the invention to the 
particular form disclosed, but on the contrary, the intention is to cover all modiffcations. equivalents Jnd altern^iies 
falling within the scope of the present invention. The headings used herein are for organizational pumoses onlv and 

word'mTr,* '° H '° °' '^^'^"P^'°" °' '^'--^ ?hroughouftms^ppLation the 

word may is used ,n a permissive sense (i.e.. meaning having the potential to), rather than the mandatory sense (f 
e.. meaning must). Similarly, the words "include", "including-, and "includes" mean including, but not S to 
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DETAILED DESCRI PTION OF EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

^ . J 

[0037] Embodimentis of an open network computing platfonri designed for peer-to-peer computing are described. 
The networl< computing platform may be referred to as a peer-to-peer platform. The peer-to-peer platform may be used 

5 to build a wide range of diistributed services and applications in which every device is addressable as a peer, and where 
peers can bridge from one domain into another The peer-to-pieer platform may enable developers to focus on their 
own application development while easily creating distributed computing software that is flexible, interoperable, and 
available on any peer on the expanded Web. The peer-to-peer platform may enable software developers to deploy 
interoperable services and content, further spring-boarding the* peer-to-peer revolution on the Internet. The peer-to- 

10 peer platform addresses the problems of prior art peer-to-peer systems by pr9viding a generic and service-agnostic 
peer-to-peer platform that may be preferably defined by a small number of protocols. Each protocol is preferably easy 
♦to Implement and easy to be adopted into peer-to-peer services and applications. Thus, service offerings from one , 
vendor may be used, perhaps transparently, by the user community of another vendor's system. 
[0038] The peer-to-peer platform extends P2P computing to enable a wide range of distributed computing applica- 

^5 tions and overcome the limitations typically found in prior art P2P applications. The peer-to-peer platform is a network 
-computing technology that provides a set of simple, small, and flexible mechanisms that can support P2P computing 
on any platform, anywhere, and at any time. The peer-to-peer platforrn generalizes P2P functionality and provides core 
technology that addresses the limitations of prior art P2P computing technologies. 

[0039] The peer-to-peer platform is a modular platform that provides simple and essential building blocks for devel- 
20 oping a widie range of distributed services and applications. The peer-to-peer platform specifies a set of protocols rather 
than an API. Thus, the peer-to-peer platform can be implemented In any language on any Operating System to provide 
solutions ranging from providing a simple protocol-based wrapper that enables a small device to join a network of peers 
to developing a fully integrated application that supports metering, monitoring, fjigh-level security and communication 
across server-class systems. 

25 [0040] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platfonn architecture may include, but is not limited to, protocols, ad- 
vertisements, and core services. Network protocol bindings may be used to preferably ensure interoperability with 
existing content transfer protocols, network transports, routers, and firewalls. The peer-to-peer platform may be used 
to combine network nodes (peers) into a simple and coherent peer-to-peer network computing platform. The platform 
is preferably directed at providing several benefits including, but not limited to, no single point of failure, asynchronous 

30 messaging, the ability for peers to adapt to their network environment, and moving content towards its consumers. 
[0041] Figure 2 illustrates one embodiment of peer-to.-peer platform software architecture at the conceptual level. 
The peer-to-peer platform may include several layers. In one embodiment, the software stack nhay be described using 
three layers; a peer-to-peer platfonn (core) layer 1 20, a service layer 1 40 and an application layer 150. In one embod- 
iment, the peer-to-peer platform may include a core layer 120 that defines and encapsulates minimal primitives that 

35 are common to peer-to-peer networking, including, but not limited to, peers 110, peer groups 122, peer disco very -124, 
peer communication (e.g. pipes) 126, peer monitoring 128, and, associated security primitives 130. This layer may be 
shared by all peer-to-peer devices so that interoperability becomes possible. 

[0042] A peer may be defined as any entity that runs some or all of one or more protocols provided by the peer-to- 
peer platform core layer. As such, a peer may manifest in the form of a processor, a process or a device. A peer may 
40 be anything with a digital heartbeat that supports the peer-to-peer platfonn core, including sensors, servers, PCs, 
computers up to and including supercomputers, PDAs, manufacturing and medical equipment, phones and cellular 
phones. In order to interact with other peers (e.g. to form or join peer groups), the peer needs to be connected to some 
kind of network (wired or wireless), such as IP, Bluetooth, or Havi, among others. 

[0043] The peer-to-peer platfomi may provide mechanisms through which peers may discover each other, commu- 
45 nicate with each other, and cooperate with each other to form peer groups. Peers may discover each other on the 
network to form transient or persistent relationships called peer groups. A peer group is a collection of peers connected 
by a network that share a common set of interests and that have agreed upon a common set of rules to publish, share 
and access any computer content (code, data, applications, or other collections of computer representable resources), 
and communicate among themselves. Peer groups may also be statically predefined. The peers in a peer group may 
50 cooperate to provide a common set of services. A peer group may be viewed as an abstract region of the network, 
and may act as a virtual subnet. The concept of a region virtualizes the notion of routers and firewalls, subdividing the 
network in a self-organizing fashion without respect to actual physical network boundaries. In one embodiment, peer 
groups implicitly define a region scope that may limit peer propagation requests. Conceptually, a peer group may be 
viewed as a virtual entity that speaks the set of peer group protocols. 
55 [0044] A peer group may theoretically be as large as the entire connected universe. Naming anything uniquely is a 
challenge in such a large namespace. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may support and/or provide so- 
phisticated naming and binding services. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may use a universal unique 
identifier (UUID), for example, a 64- or 1 28-bit datum, to refer to an entity (e.g. a peer, peer group, pipe, content, etc.). 
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For example UUips may be embedded in advertisements for intemal use. UUIDs preferably may be usedto guarantee 
an entl^ bu ' h " ^UID within a local runtime environment and serves as a canonLl way of refer fng to 

an entity, bu because a global state is not assumed, it may not be possible to provide a guarantee of uniqueness 
T^^r Z^T ^^'"'^""^ '^^^ '"^y °f "^""^n- °f peer.. This may not be a problem because a Uu"d may be 

used wrthm the peer-to-peer platform as an internal identifier. This may become significant only after the UuId i^ 
secure y pound to other Information such as a name and a network address. In one embodiment UniTorL Resou^e 
Name (URN)fonnat may be used for the expression of* UUIDs. . wniiorm resource 

[0045] Thecorelayer120providescoresupportforpeer-to-peerse.vicesandapplications.lnamulti-platform secure 
amun^' 1PP """"T M*' T "^^^^'^^^ P^^^ P-r pipes and peer monitoring may be>ovWed l^eLr 

groups 122 may estabhsh a set of peers and naming Within a peer group wtth mechanisms to create p^^^^^^ 
and deletion membership, advertising and discovery of other peer groups and peer nodes, communication secuX 
transfer oTdi/r'i T TT "'"'""^ communication channels among peers. Messages sent in pipes mayTupS 
transfer pf data, content, and code m a protocol-independent manner, allowing a range of security integrity and or^^acv 
options in one embodiment, messages may be structured with a markup language such as XML pSnTorfn^^^^^^ 
enables control of the behavior and activity of pee,, in a peer group and can be used to Implemenrpee^rnrem^elft 
unctions including access control, priority setting, traffic metering, and bandwidth balancing ' "lanagement 

£0046] The core layer 120 may include protocols and building blocks to enable key mechanisms for peer to oeer 
networking, including discovery, transport (including firewall handling and limited security), and the elation o^peeS 
and peer groups. The core layer 120 is preferabfy thin and small, ^nd preferably provides Interestinrand powerfS 
primitives for use by services and applications in the other layers. The core laye? 120 may support Ss such as 
anonymous vs. registered users and encrypted vs. clear text content without im^osing specL polictes on develope^^^ 
Po icy Choices may be made, or when necessary, implemented, at the service layer T40 and/or appnLTon laytr 150 
imolimrr H -"'^h as accepting or rejecting a peer's membership In a peer group may be 

implemented using the functionality provided by the core layer 120 . a'"up m^y oe 

25 £00471 The core components of the peer-to-peer protocol may be used to implement discovery mechanisms for 
mTn?; Th ' °' '^^^ abstractions (e.g. peers, peer grou'p. pipes, endpolms anS adv^ise 

TJSZ -^T T""^ '"'"'"^f """P'^' ^'^"^'■"'^t^^"''" f^^e. and do not require speclafpeers to act as "mas- 
ter peers. These mechanisms may allow processes in the peer-to-peer network. In absence of help from other appH- 

30 can h"r A^' ?r"''' '° "^^^^^-^ ^° appllcationJ^aTseil'LC 

30 can help. Alsp the core may "retum" to this standalone behavior and still function if helper applications or servfces faU 

Ine embodrm f ^ ^-^---^ -ay be put in place In order to avoid a major oveStow of -web«^^^^ 

rid^ th?.l ■ ^PP'-'^f °"? ^"'^^^ services that support the peer-to-peer protocol may access, control, and/or over 
componentT. '° ^"^'^""^ °' implementing a centralized, client-server model based on the core 

35 [0048] At the highest abstraction level, the peer-to-peer platform may be viewed as a set of protocols provided at 
the core layer 1 20. In one embodiment, a common thread among peer-to-peer platform peers is protocols n<^t APte 
o[,lTZZ' "'T- P-*°-'« P-^erably guarantee interoperabilft^^be ween com 

pliant sottware components executing on potentially heterogeneous peer runtimes. Thus the peer-to-peer platfo^Ts 
preferably agnostic to programming languages. The tern, compliant may refer to a single protocol only Tha fe sT^e 

mecSn^^r^f T^""' ""^J defied by one or more messages exchanged among participants of the protocol Each 
message may have a predefined fomiat, and may include various data fields. In one embodiment the protocols r^av 
utilize messaging such as XML messages. The peer-to-peer platform connects peer nodes with each otEe" S pTer- 
« to-peer platfom. is preferabty platfomn-independent by virtue of being a set of protocols. As such the peer^to peer 
platform may ,.ot requ.e APIs and remains Independent of programming languages, so that it can be implelnted tn 
sonw^;. T' . ; °' 'anguages. This means heterogeneous devices with completely differem • 

software stacks can preferably interoperate through the peer-to-peer platform protocols. To underpin this set o proto 

so pSi and morr"'" ' ' °^ '^^"'^^P^ '^'"^'"9 P««^. P«e^ S^oup. advertisement, message. 

[0050] In one embodiment, peer-to-peer protocols may be embodied as markup language (e.g. XML) messaaes that 
may be sent between two peers. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platfomTmessagL mfy def^e the pmtoroS 
used to discover and connect peers and peer groups, and to access resources offered by peers and peer gi^up; 
among others. The use of markup language (e.g. XML) messages to define protocols may allow many dSferent kinds 

fbimielVnT'or^r'' " r°'°'=°'„'"'' '''' '''' '° ''^P'^'^^"^ - « manner best sS rS 

thi nrntn. I H r T""^' "P^'"^ °' Supporting a Java runtime envlronmerit. In one embodirnenV 
the protocol definition does not require nor imply the use of Java on a peer. nDoaimem. 

[0051] Several peer-to-peer platfomi protocols that may be provided by embodiments of the peer-to-peer platform 
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are described later in this document. The protocols defined in this document may be realized over networks including, 
but not limited to, the Internet, a corporate intranet, a dynamic proximity network, a home networking environment, 
LANs, and WANs. The protocols defined in this document may also be realized within a single computer. Thus, the 
peer-to-peer platform is preferably transport protocol independent. The size and complexity of the network peers that 
. 5 ■ may support these protocols preferably includes a wide range of peer implementations including peers implemented 
on, but not limited to, simple light switches, PDAs, cell phones, pagers, laptop and notebook computers, smart appli- 
ances, personal computers, workstations, complex, highly-available servers, mainframe computers and even super- 
computers. ' • 

[0052] The peer-to-peer platform may further include a peer-to-peer services layer 1 40. This layer may provide ca- 
10 pabilities that may not be absolutely necessary for a peer-to-peer network to operate but that may be desirable to 
provided added functionality beyond the core layer 120 in the peer-to-peer environment. The service layer 140 may 
deal with higher-level concepts such as search and indexing, directory, storage systems, file sharing, distributed file 
systems,' resource aggregation and renting, protocol translation, authentication and PKI (public key infrastructure) 
systems. These services, which may make use of the protocols and building blocks provided by the core layer 120, 
'5 may be useful by themselves but also may be included as components in an overall P2P system. Thus, services may 
include one or more services 144 provided by the peer-tp-peer platform. These platform-provided services 144 may 
include indexing, searching and file sharing services, for example. The services layer 140 may provide hooks for sup- 
porting generic services (such as searching, sharing and added security) that are used in many P2P applications. 
Thus, services may also include one or more services 1 42 not provided as part of the peer-to-peer platform but rather 
20 provided by the peer-to-peer platform community. These services 142 may be user-defined and may be provided, for 
example, to member peers in a peer group as a peer group service. 

[0053] Services may expand upon the capabilities of the core layer 120 and may be used to facilitate application 
development. Facilities provided as services in the service layer 1 40 may include mechanisms for search and indexing, 
directory, storage systems, file sharing, distributed file systems, resource aggregation and renting, protocol translation, 

25 authentication, PKI services, and caching code and content to enable cross-application bridging and translation of files, 
among others. Searching capabilities rhay include distributed, parallel searches aci'oss peer groups that are facilitated 
by matching an XML representation of a query to be processed with representations of the responses that can be 
provided by each peer. These facilities may be used for simple searches, for example searching a peer's repository, 
or more complex searches of dynamically generated content that is unreachable by conventional search engines. P2P 

30 searches may be conducted across a company's intrahet, for example, to quickly locate relevant information within a 
secure environment. By exer;cising tight control over peer group membership and enabling encrypted communication 
between peers, a company may extend this capability to its extranet, including business partners, consultants, and 
suppliers as peers. The same mechanisms that facilitate searches across the peer group may be used as a bridge to 
incorporate Internet search results, and to include data outside of the peer's own repository, for example searching a 

35 peer's disk. The peer services layer 140 may be used to support other custom, application-specific functions. For 
example, a secure peer messaging system may be built to allow anonymous authorship and a persistent message 
store. The peer services layer 140 provides the mechanisms to create such secure tools; the application developers 
themselves may determine specific tool policies. 

[0054] The peer-to-peer platform may also include a peer-to-peer application layer 150. The application layer 140. 

40 may support the implementation of integrated applications such as file sharing, resource sharing, monetary siystems, 
distributed storage, peer-to-peer instant messaging, entertainment, content management and delivery, peer-to-peer 
email systems, distributed auction systems, among others. Applications may be "vertical" or they may be developed 
to interoperate with other distributed applications. One or more applications 154 may be provided as part of the peer- 
to-peer platform. For example, one embodiment of the peer-to-peer platfomi may include a shell application 160 as a 

45 development environment built on top of the platform. The shell application may provide interactive access to the peer- 
to-peer platform via a simple command line interface 162. 

[0055] Applications may also include community applications 1 52 not provided by the peer-to-peer platform. These 
community applications 1 52 may be user-defined and may be provided, for example, to member peers in a peer group 
as a peer group application. 

50 [00567 embodimerrt, the boundary between services and applications is not rigid. An application to one cus- 

tomer can be viewed as a service to another customer An application may use services. Services may serve as 
protocols that may be shared among various applications. An application may provide a user interface, a way to define 
a set of files to share, a way to initiate a search, a way to display the results, and a way to initiate a file transfer, for 
example. Such an application may make use of a set of services, for example a reliable point-to-point file transfer 

55 service, a distributed search service, and a discovery service to locate other peers, among others. 

[0057] Applications may be built using peer services as well as the core layer 120. The peer-to-peer platform may 
support the fundamental levels broadly, and rely on the P2P development community to provide additional peer services 
and applications. Peer applications enabled by both the core layer 120 and peer services layer 140 may include P2P 
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auctions that Imk buyers and sellers directly, with buyers able to program thelrbidding strategies using a simole scriotinc 
^nguage, for example. Resource-sharing applications, such as SETI@home. may be built more ticWy ln^S 
w,thheterogeneous.worldwldepeergroupssupportedfromdayone;instantmessaging mail andcJ^eTdaLaserv^^^^^^ 
S^r^^? comrnunication and collaboration within peer groups that are secure and Lepldenro^seSroX 

En. , '^^^"^^^.^"'^h as security, may mar^ifest in all three layers and throughout a P2P system afbeit in 
different forms according to the location in the software architecture.' The system is preferably modular Tnd aLws 
ron.t^'l' '° .P'"' ^"^ " °' ^^""'^.^^ applications that suits their needs ' 

turo ^„ « nlrT« P'«"°"" "^'^o^k '"^y provide an'inherently nondetemninisf ic topology/response struc- 

n fJr- /.T ^^^'7 " "P"""" ^^^^"^=5 '"^y ^^'"r" for minutes, hours o^even da^s- 

I ' '^"y.r"^' ^" P^°P'^ ^'"^^^"f P^-is Of the world requesting t^e same resource aTe 

hkely to get different copies of the resource from completely different locations.'Peers r^ay obtain cont^n! fror^ruUio e 

eTuS: 'in f2 T::^sToZtrT:, "'^ "^^ ^^-^^^ -'^^ nlTserce ev^reTourc^ 

nftwortrn • ^"^7^"^ ^'^^^'^^^ -l-o f^elp provide a lowered cost of content distributbn -^e pS 

[0060J As an axampl. of a nondeleimlnfetic. asynchronous applicallon. consider a namork-bassd mu.te ,.„„.., 

IT^y 7^! peer-to-peer platform provides the ability to replicate information toward end users Popular content tends 
to be replicated more often, making it easier to find as more copies are available. Peers do not h^J^to alSs no back 
mi^rr' '"'^KK ° they want, as is typical in the client/server moderPeei ml ^afn iJo, 

3S -^^^°JJ-- .-9f'^-.ng peers that have already cached tHe infom^ation. Each peer may becomeTp^LidTr lo ^ 

[0062] In one embodiment the peer-to-peer platform may enable peers to find content that is closest to th«« Thi= 
content may include data (e.g. files) or even services and applications For example Tf a oeer^ri ln In 
to^peer network using the peer-to-peer platform is moved, the Jeer-to-peer piSZma all^w the pee to a 
o^iZlZTl ^^ f """^ ^. ^"^"""^ participates, in the discover protocol) including re^ceHe q a 

prmter service and an email service) hosted by other peers closest to the peer's new location withom requ.rim anv 

tro;^r;erprirtertSr^^^^^^^^^^^ 

LnSnrf"'^ 29 is a flowchart illustrating a peer accessing content from different locations accordinq to one em 

"e';,earest'Te:^^^^^^^^ embodiment, member peers in a peer group that the pee^a' meler oftLy 

be nearest peers. The peer may use a discovery method as described herein to discover the instances of the content 

diSe Int nttw'.f T"'^."' ""^°"P'^ -t--k networkToSrand r^ov^ 

different network location and recouple to the network. The different network location may be at a dWerenTnhvJiral 
location or alternative^ a different address at the same physical location. The peer may then dlov^and^^^^^^ 

atrcrd'aMor ''''''''' ' ''^^^^"^ '''' p-^> to th^re^t™^^^^^^^^^^^ 

« 100641 In one embodiment, the UUIDs may be used in providing flexible configuration and seamless relocation of 
pear-,o.paer „e».o* based on .Xe peeMcpea, prcoocte using . notebook co..pu»r oTo^.^oSXrng 
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device connected to a LAN as a peer node. The businessperson may access an instance of an email and/or other 
services locally hosted by other peer nodes in a peer group on the LAN. If the businessperson travels to Paris, for 
example, and takes the n'otebook computer, the notebook computer may be connected to a different LAN at the Paris 
location and participate in the peer-to-peer network. Because the peer node has a unique ID in the peer-to-peer network 

5 , (the UUID) rather than just a static network address, the peer node may seamlessly access instances of an email 
service and other services locally hosted on the LAN, or alternatively hosted on a peer node at the peer node's original 
location or elsewhere, using the UUID to establish its identity. The peer node may rejoin the peer group In New York 
to access one or more instances of services and other content hosted on the peer group, and may also join a peer 
group at 'the Paris location to access one or more other instances of services and content. Thus, the peer-to-peer 

10 protocols and UUIDs may provide the ability for peer nodes to move to different peer groups and/or peer regions and 
access services and other content independent of network addresses and without requiring reconfiguration of the peer 
node. For example, when the exemplary peer node moves to Paris, connects to the network (at a different network 
address) and accesses an instance of an email service (either locally or remotely hosted, for example In the New York 
peer group), the erhail service may identify the peer node by its unique ID and route the peer's email to the peer node 

15 at the new network address without requiring reconfiguration of the peer node. Thus, peer nodes may be relocated 
and access services and other content that are locally hosted or services and other content hosted in their original 
peer group if the services and other content are not required to be locally hosted. 

[0065] Figure 30 is a flowchart illustrating a peer accessing content from different network locations according to one 
embodiment. A peer that participates in the peer-to-peer platform may couple to a network at a network location through 

20 a network interface as indicated at 410. On the network, a plurality of peers may Include an instance of a service that 
the peer may require. The peer. may access instances of the service local to the network location of the peer on the 
network as indicated at 412. Localness may be determined, in one embodiment, by the number of jumps on the network 
required to access the content. In one embodiment, member peers in a peer group that the peer is a member of may 
be "local" peers. The peer may use a discovery method as described herein to discover the instances of the service 

25 local to the peer. As indicated at 414, the peer may uncouple from the network at the network location and move to a 
different network location and recouple to the network. The different network location may be at a different physical 
location or alternatively a different address at the same physical location. The peer may then access an instance of 
the service from the new network location as indicated at 416. The peer may discover and access; a different instance- 
of the service provided by a different peer (or the same peer) local to the different network locatiofi. Alternatively, the 

30 peer may access the instance of the service local to the old network location, even though the instance of the service 
is not the most local instance of the service. In one embodiment, the peer rriay provide a unique identifier to the accessed 
instancie of the service to distinguish the peer node from the other peer nodes oh the network. The different instance 
of the service may then route information (e.g. messages, email, etc.) to the peer at the different network location. 
Thus, a peer may be moved on a network to different network locations or addresses, and the unique identifier rhay 

35 be provided to instances of services to seamlessly route information to the peer node. 

[0066] Note that the two methods described in Figures 29 and 30 are merely examples. The methods may be im- 
plemented in software, hardware, or a combination thereof. The order of method may be changed, and various elements 
may be added, reordered, combined, omitted, modified, etc. 

[0067] The peer-to-peer platform preferably provides a decentralized environment that minimizes single points of 

40 failure and is not dependent on any centralized services. Both centralized and decentralized services may be developed 
on top of the peer-to-peer platfomri. With the addition of each new network peer, the network platforrn preferably be- 
comes more robust as it expands. In the environment, seryices may be implemented to interoperate with other services 
giving rise to new P2P applications. For example, a P2P communications service like instant messaging may easily 
be added to a resource-sharing P2P application if both support at least the necessary peer-to-peer platform protocols. 

45 [0068] The peer-to-peer platform may provide interoperability. The peer-to-peer platform may be used by developers 
independent of preferred programming languages, development environments, or deployment platforms. Embodiments 
of the peer-to-peer platform may enable interconnected peers to easily locate each other, communicate with each 
other, participate in community-based activities, and offer services to each other seamlessly across different P2P sys- 
tems and different communities. The peer-to-peer platform may also provide platform independence. Embodiments of 

50 the peer-to-peer platform may be independent of programming languages (such as C/C-h-i-. Java, Perl, and KVM), 
system platforms (such as the Microsoft Windows, UNIX®, Solaris, Linux and Macintosh platforms), and networking 
platforms (such as TCP/IP, Bluetooth and Havi). Thus, heterogeneous devices with completely different software stacks 
may interoperate through the peer-to-peer platform protocols. Embodiments of the peer-to-peer platform may be im- 
plementable on any device with a digital heartbeat, including, but not limitedto, sensors, consumer electronics, Personal 

55 Digital Assistants (PDAs), appliances, network routers, desktop computers, data-center servers, and storage systems. 
Embodiments of the peer-to-peer platform may enable peers, independent of software and hardware platfomri, to benefit 
and profit from being connected to millions of other peers. 

[0069] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platfomi may run on any of various operating systems including em- 
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^n?? mp^^'!^'k?^'1 f""^ ^"^'^ appropriate level of Java runtime support. If required) such as Wlndows95 98 
2000, ME ar,d NT, Solans, Unix, Macintosh. Linux. Java 2 Platfom, Micro Edition (J2ME) and PersroaUrva Te!J-' 
nology The peer-to-peer platform may be implemented In any of a variety of development environments usfng a^v of 
a >'«n«ty of P;^9ramming languages, or combinations of programming languages, including, but not Jmited to Java 
Java 2ME C^... Perl. Python and KVM. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platfom, may be implemented Java" 
in one embod.ment, a peer-to-peer platfom, may be implemented in C/C.. on some devices, for example to support 
clZll 7 T '"T"- ^'"bodiment. a peer-to-peer platfomi may be implemented in KVM on sor^e 

dev ces for example, so that all KVM capable devices such as PDAs- and cell phones can be peer-to-peer p"atfo^ 
r^nn,n, P''°9''«'^'"'"9 '^nguages other than those listed may also' be used in various embodiments 

network (though not necessarily m every P2P application). The simplistic device may need a surrogate peer on t^ 
nZr T 7 '""^ P^^^"^ discovenr. advertisement, and commLications on behalf of the s m 

phst c device (or many simplistic devices). The location of the surrogate may be hard-v.ired Into the simplist c devic^ 
In his way^the_s,mp!,st.cdevjce With the help of the s.ur_rogate can be a full-fledged peer on the peer^to-STpJtfTr^ ' 
network For example, a GPS locator, strapped to a sea tunie and sending out peer to-peerplatfo-^ mSes S 
lessly with location information, may become a peer on a peer-to-peer platfom^ network "messages w.re- 

[00711 The peer-to-peer platfomi is preferably independent of transport protocols. For example the peer-to-oeer 

on 1' ofTh J r °' Protocols^hus. a sys em bum 

tT™ t peer-to-peer platf om. preferably functions in the same or similar fashion when the system is expTndei' 

rtheTe:r:s^^^^^^^ 

[0072] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may use XML as the encoding format. XML may provide con 
venience in parsing and extensibility. Other embodiments of the peer-to-peer platform may use other e'cod^ngo^mrts 
The use of )fML does not imply that all peer-to-peer platform peer nodes must be able to parse and to crelte XML 

SnnTyMi "^^"^'^^^ '"^y programn^ed to recognize and to creSe ce^ 1 

canned XML messages and can still participate in a peer-to-peer platfomi network of peL. In one embo^r^ent a 

SToT ""^^ ^ ^"''^^^ °' "^'^ '"^y ^^'P ^^^"«^^ ^•^^ size Of the pee^To peer 



[0073] There may be areas in a peer-to-peer environment where there is not one correct way to do somethina or 
where what should be done depends on the nature and context of the overriding application. For example J^Thi area 
of securrty, every P2P application may choose a different authentication scheme, a dWerent way to ens^^e commune 
cation security, a different encryption algorithm for data security,' a different signature scheme fir aurmiciW and L 
different access control policy Therefore, for these areas, the peer-to-peer platfom. may preferably rcus oTmJcl 

sS^onT ' 

[0074] Implementations of the peer-to-peer platfonm may be illustrated with a few application or usage scenarios 
For example, assume there is a peer-to-peer community offering a search capability for its members where one mem 
ber can post a query and other members can hear and respond s the query. One member is a NapsTer user and hTs 
ZSolvtS t'h " --^enever a query is received seeking an MP3 file, this member will lookup "e Napster 

directon^ and then respond to the que^^ with infomiation returned by the Napster system. Here, a member withom anv 
knowledge ofNapstermaybenefitbecauseanothermemberimplementedabridgetoconnecttheirp^^^^^^^ 
peer^tJnystg:^^^^^^^^^ '"^''^ ' "''^^ ""^^ "^^'^ — various pee^o" 

Sr^? !l TT*"^' ®'!fi"'"f ■ engineering group requires a sizable storage capability, but also with redundancy 
to protect data from sudden loss. Using the peer-to-peer platfomi, each group may buy a simple storage system wS 
a mirroring feature, where the disks can then discover each other automatically, forri a stomge peefgroCp and oJe^ 
mirronng facilities using their spare capacity. S'^oup. ana oner 

[0076] As yet another example, many devices such as cell phones, pagers, wireless email devices Personal Diaital 
tToCfT^- T ^'^^^ ''"^ directory and calendar infomiaron. Usfng t^^pee'^^^^ 

T.17h I^- 1^'^ ""^^ ^'"^ '° ^'^^ "^'^^ extra networking interfaces except those 

exchange' "^'"3 peeMo-peer platfonn as the common layer of communicatton and data 



exchange 
Peers 



[0077] Network nodes (peers) of various kinds may join the peer-to-peer networking platform by implementing one 
or more of the platfomi's protocols. Each peer operates independently and asynchronously of any o^hTr ^Tr p ovid^n^ 
a degree of reliabilrty and scalabilrty not typically found in current distributed systems, lome peers may have mtre 
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dependencies with other peers due to special relationships (e.g. gateways or routers).. In one embodiment, a peer does 
not need to understand all of the protocols of the peer-to-peer platform. The peer can still perform at a reduced level 
lf .lt does not support one or more of the protocols. • 
[0078] Peers may publish and provide network resources '(e.g. CPU, storage and routing resources) that may be 

5 used by other peers. Peers typically interact with a small number of other peers (network neighbors or buddy peers). 
Peers that provide the same set of services tend to be inter-changeable. Thus, it may not matter which peers a peer 
Interacts with. Generalliy, assumptions should not be rfiade about peer reliability or connectivity, as a peer may appear 
or leave the network at any time. Peers may have persistent storage. A peer may optionally cache information. 
[0079] Peers may .have multiple network interfaces, though preferably a peer does not need to publish all of its 

10 interfaces for use with the peer-to-peer protocols. Each published interface may be advertised as a peer endpoint. In 
- one embodiment, a peer endpoint is an identifier (e.g. a URN or URI) that uniquely identifies a peer network interface. 
• Peer endpoints may be used by peers to establish direct point-to-point connection between two peers. Peers may not , 
have direct point-to-point network connection between themselves, either due to lack of physical network connections, 
or network configuration (NATs, firewalls, proxies, etc.), and thus a peer may have to use one or more intermediary 

IS peers to route a message from an endpoint to another peer endpoint. 

[0080] The term rendezvous peer may be used to designate a peer that is designated to be a rendezvous point for 
discovering Information about other peers, peer groups, services and pipes. Rendezvous peers preferably cache In; 
formation that may be useful to peers including new peers. Rendezvous peers may provide an efficient mechanism 
for peers that are far away to find (e.g. discover) each other. Rendezvous peers may make peer discovery more practical 

20 . and efficient. Preferably, a peer group is not required to have a rendezvous peer. In one embodiment, any or even all 
members of a peer group may become rendezvous peers in a peer groups In one embodiment, each peer group may 
have different policies to authorize a peer to become a rendezvous peer. 

[0081] The tenn router peer may be used to describe a peer that crosses one or more regions and that is designated 
to be a router between the regions. Router peers may be used to route messages between different network protocols 
25 (e.g. TCP/IP, Irda) or to peers that are behind firewalls. In one embodiment, any or all peer members may become 
routers. In one embodiment, peer groups may have different policies to authorize a peer to become a router peer for 
other peers. 

[0082] Peers may be Identified by their unique ID (UUID) rather than by a fixed address. When a peer boots, it 
attempts to contact other peers. In one embodiment, contacted peers may include variable-sized caches that map 
30 nearby peers' UUID to their current address. This allows embodiments of the peer-to-peer platform to be run over a 
dialup connection, for example. 

[0083] In one embodiment, a peer may be assigned a unique string as a name. Any naming scheme rriay be used. 
In one embodiment, names are not unique unless a coordinated naming service is used to guarantee name uniqueness. 
A naming service is typically a centralized service that guarantees the uniqueness of name and can be used to register 
35 name mapping. Examples of naming services are DNS and LDAP Use of a naming service is preferably optional. 

Peer Groups 

[0084] Preferably, the peer-to-peer platform describes how to create and discover peer groups, but does not dictate 
40 when, where, or why to create a peer group, the type of the group, or the membership of the group. A peer group may 
provide a common membership definition. Each peer group may establish its own membership policy In a range from 
open (any peer can join) up to highly secure and protected (a peer may join only if it possesses sufficient credentials). 
[0085] In one embodiment, peers wishing to join a peer group may first locate a current member, and then request 
to join the peer group. The peer-to-peer platform may define hovi^ to discover peer groups, e.g. using a peer discovery 
45 protocol. The application to join may be rejected or accepted by the collective set of current members in accordance 
with the peer group's membership policy. In one embodiment, a peer group core membership service may be used to 
enforce a vote among one or rhore group members. Alternatively, one or more group representative member peers 
may be elected or appointed to accept or reject new membership applications. 

[0086] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform is not concerned with what sequence of events a peer or a 
50 peer group comes into existence. Moreover, in one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platfomi does not limit how many 
groups a peer can belong to. In one embodiment, nested and/or overlapping peer groups may be formed. In one 
embodiment, there may be a special group, called the World Peer Group, which may include all peer-to-peer platform 
peers. The world peer group preferably provides the minimum seed for every peer to potentially find each other and 
form new groups. In one embodiment, the world peer group has an open membership policy (e.g. has a null membership 
55 authenticator service). Some peers inside the world peer group may not be able to discover or communicate with each 
other — e.g., they may be separated by a network partition. In one embodiment, participation in the World Peer Group 
is by default. 

[0087] The peer-to-peer platform may use the concept of a peer group as an implicit scope of all messages originated 
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from withm the group^ Peer groups may serve to subdivide the network into abstract regions providing an imDiicit 
berme7.'nH P""'" ' ''^''""^ environment to ensure sca.abili^.. PeVryou^s mal 

J^noTd on ,h ^^^^"^ ''^ °' P""^^ embodiment, no particular rutes are 

00881 Tn on! ^l'!" '^r'^' '"^ P""" '^"'^ '"'^^^'^ -^V to P'" the same peer g^ups 

ho? nl embodiment, a scope may be realized with the formation of a corresponding peer group Peer group 

boundanes may def.ne the search scope when searching for a group's content. For example a pee? in San Frands^ 
looking to buy a used car is normally not interested In cars available outside of the Bay Area In this case the oerr 

especially for this purpose. In one embodiment, the multicast may be done without the fomiation of a nTw p2r qrouo 
In one embodiment, all messages may cany a special scope field, which may indicate the scope f orwhrchTmesZe 
s intended. Any peer who receives this message may propagate the message based on the scopeTndicatrUs'ng 

'''' " — ^^^^ 

[0089J Peer groups may also be formed based upon the proximity of the member peers. Proximity-based Deer arouns 

cZnlTZ '""TV"' r'^^t ^'^'"'^^ ^^9*°"" '^^9'°"^ "^^y - a%,aceholde7 or gent^TcoZun^^ 
cation and security configurations that deal with existing networking infrastructure, communication scopes and sTurl 
requirements. Peer groups may provide a scoping mechanism to reduce traffic overload ^ 
10090] Peer groups may provide a secure cooperative environment. Peer group boundaries pemnit member peere 
o access and publish protected contents. Peer groups form virtual secure regions which boundaries lir^^Li to 
«^e peer group resources. Secure services may be provided to peers within a secured peer group TheTbou^ies 
T^IZr^T underlying physical network boundaries such as those imposed routers LdXewI fs 

The concept of a region may virtualize the notion of routers and firewalls, subdividing the network into s^ure reaions 
in a self-organizing fashion without respect to actual physical network boundaries ^ ^ 

[0091] Peer groups may also create a monitoring environment. Peer groups may permit peers to monitor a set of 
peers any special purpose (heartbeat, traffic introspection., accountability etc.) Peer grouprmay S^rovlSe a 

peer-to-peer platfomi preferably provide several capabilities including, but not limited 
o the ability to. find nearby peers, find named peers anywhere on the network, find named peer groups aZhre on 

Content " ' 

^ m?S,L/f ""^^ ^T""^" ^'""^^ ^^^^^ ^ *=°"t«"t is published and shared among the peer 

members of a peer group In one embodiment, content may be shared among group members, but not between groupt 
hn th^embodiment. no single item of content may belong to more than one group. If the same content Is publfehed fn 
tTmake the Lm-rT" ^'"^^^"^ -°"t-«« '"By be created. In one embodiment, a content Item ma^ be pub ished 

40 00^4? A^ nil T'' ^"'"""^ *° •^^"^''^^^ '^^^"S'^ ^'^^ °f advertisemente. 

40 [0094] An instance of content is a copy of a content. Each content copy may be replicated on different peers in the 
peer group. Each copy preferably has the same content identifier as well as a similar value. Rep^ca^nTcoments w^^^^^^ 
a peer group may help any single item of content be more available. For example, if an item has two inltances res^dinq 
the nlrf " ^T^' °' P""" """'^ '° ^"^^ ^"^ ^^^P^"'^ -"^ent request. In onnmbodTr^Jnt 

Ind'Z, t ''^'^ '° 'P'^'y ^"^"^ -P"^-»ed, In one embodiment widths; 

and how to copy an item of content may be a policy decision that may be encapsulated in higher-lev^ appSions 
and services, for example a content management service. 'n nigner levei applications 

Sh!fLi.l,r'^r' ""^^ ^"^ applications, active content such as seivices or 

other collection of computer-representable resources). Examples of content include, but are not limited to a te« file 
a structured document (e.g. a PDF or a XML file), a Java "jar" or loadable library, code or even an rxecutabte pr^ceLs 
(checkpointed state). No size limitation is assumed. Each content instance may reside on a different pS^thepSr 
group. The instances may differ in their encoding type. HTML. XML and WML are examples of e^org Tpls Each 
mstance may have the same content identifier as well as a similar set of elements and attributes, and may even exS 
on the same peer. An encoding metadata element may be used to differentiate instances of contenT MakTq new 
haftTr ° "h'"""'"' '^'^ '"^ ^'"^'^ °' available. For etariprS an 

requ7l ' " °' P""^^ "^^^^ '° ^"^^ respond toll conS 

[0096] Items of content that represent a network service may be referred to as active content These items mav have 
addrtional core elements above and beyond the basic elements used for identification and adverlisemenT In one e^^^ 
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bodimeht, active content items may be recognized by Multi-Purpose Internet Mail Extensions (MIME) content type and 
subtype. In one ennbodiment, all peer-to-peer platform active contents may have the same type. In one embodiment, 
the subtype of an active content may be defined by network service providers and may be used to imply the additional 
core elements belonging to active content documents. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may give latitude 

5 , to service providers in this regard, yielding many service implementation possibilities. 

[0097] In one embodiment, each item of content may have a unique canonical name. Figure 3 illustrates an exemplary 
canonical content name (which may be referred to as a content identifier or content ID) according to one embodiment. 
The unique identifier may include a peer group universal unique identifier (UUID) 170, and also may include another 
name 174 that may be computed, parsed, and maintained by peer group members. In one embodiment, the UUID may 

10 be a 128-bit field. In one embodiment, the name may be a byte array. In one embodiment, the particular name, imple- 
mentation within a peer group is not mandated by the peer-to-peer platform. The name may be, for example, a hash 
code, a URI, a URN, or a name generated by any suitable means of uniquely Identifying content within a peer group. 
In one embodiment, a length of remainder4ield 1 72 may specify the length of the name field 1 74 for this content in this 
particular implementation. 

15 [0098] In one embodiment, once a content item has been, published to the peer-to-peer network, it may not be as- 
sumed that that the content can be later retrieved from the network. The content may be only available from peers that 
are not currently reachable or not currently part of the network. In one embodiment, once a content item has been 
published to the peer-to-peer network, it may not be assumed that the content can be deleted. Replication/republication 
of content by peers on the network may be unrestricted and the content may propagate to peers that are not reachable 

20 from the publishing peer. 

Pipes 

[0099] Pipes may provide the primary channels for communication among peers and are a mechanism for estab- 
25 lishing communication between peers. Pipes may be used as communication channels for sending and receiving mes- 
sages between services or applications over peer endpoints. Pipes may connect peers that have a direct physical link 
and peers that do not have a direct physical link. In the latter case, one or more intermediary peer endpoints may be 
used to route messages between the two pipe endpoints. A pipe instance is, logically speaking, a resource within a 
peer group. The actual implementation of a pipe instance is typically through a pipe service. In oihe embodiment, at 
30 each endpoint, software to send, or receive, as well as to manage optional associated pipe message queues is as- 
sumied, but not mandated. , 

[0100] Pipes in the peer-to-peer platform are preferably asynchronous, unidirectional, stateless and unreliable to 
provide the lowest overhead. Pipes are preferably unidirectional and thus in one embodiment there are input pipes 
and output pipes. Asynchronous pipes may enable developers to build large-scale interconnected distributed services 

35 and applications. Pipes are preferably indiscriminate and may thus support binary code, data strings, Java technology- 
based objects, and/or applets, among others. The peer-to-peer platform preferably does not define how the internals 
of a pipe work. Any number of unicast and multicast protocols and algorithms, and combinations thereof, may be used. 
In one embodiment, one pipe may be chained together with each section of the chain using a different transport protocol. 
[0101] The pipe endpoints may be referred to as input pipes (receiving end) and output pipes (sending end). Pipes 

40 may provide the illusion of a virtual in and out mailbox that is independent of any single peer location. Services and 
applications may communicate through pipes without knowing on which physical peer a pipe endpoint is bound. When 
a message is sent into a pipe, the message is sent to all peer endpoints currently connected (listening) to the pipe. 
The set of currently connected pipe endpoints (input pipes) may be obtained using the pipe binding protocol. 
[01 02] Unlike conventional mechanisms, peer-to-peer platform pipes may have ends that may be moved around and 

-^5 bound to different peers at different times, or not connected at all. In one embodiment, pipes may be virtual, in that a 
pipe's endpoint may be bound to one or more peer endpoints. In one embodiment; pipe endpoints may be non-localized 
to a physical peer, and may be dynamically bound at creation time or runtime via the pipe binding protocol. The pipe 
binding process may include discovering and connecting the two or more endpoints of a pipe 

[0103] Using pipes, developers may build highly available services where pipe connections may be established 
so independently of a peer location. This dynamic binding of pipes helps to provide redundant implementation of services 
over a P2P network. A peer may logically "pick up" a pipe at any point in time. For example, a peer that wants to use 
a spell checker service man connect to a peer group's spell checker pipe that is implemented as a redundant peer 
group service. The peer may be serviced as long as there is at least one single instance of a spell checker service still 
running somewhere within the peer group. Thus, using pipes as described herein, a collection of peers together may 
55 provide a high level of fault tolerance, where a new peer at a different location may replace a crashed peer, with the 
new peer taking over the existing pipe to keep the communication going. 

[0104] In one embodiment, enhanced pipes with additional properties such as reliability, security, and quality of serv- 
ice may be supported. In embodiments where the peer-to-peer platform runs on top of transports that have such prop- 
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ertles, an implementation may optimize and utilize the transports. For example, when two peers communicate with 
each other and both have TCP/IP support, then an Implementation may use the bidirectional capabilities of TCP/IP to 
create bidirectional pipes. Other data transfer methods that may be implemented by pipes as provided at the service 
layer to provide different quality of sen/ice include, but are not limited to: synchronous request-response (the endpoint 
sends a message, and receives a correlated answer), streaming (efficient control-flow data transfer) and bulk transfer 
(bulk reliable data transfer of binary data). 

[0105] Pipes may offer several modes of communication. Figure 4 illustrates a point-to-point pipe connection between 
peers 200C and 200D according to one embodiment; In one embodiment, a point-to-point pipe connects exactly two 
peer endpoints together, an input pipe 202A that receives messages sent from an output pipe 204A. The pipe appears 
as an output pipe to the sender and as an input pipe to the receiver, with traffic going in one direction only — from the 
sender to the receiver. In one embodiment, no reply or acknowledgement operation is supported. In one embodiment 
additional infomnation in the message payload (for example/a unique ID) may be required to thread message sequenc- 
. es. The message payload may also contain a pipe advertisement that can be used to open a pipe to reply to the sender 
(send/response). 

[01 06] Figure 4 also illustrates a propagate pipe with peer 200A as a propagation source and peers 200B and 200C 
with listening input pipes according to one embodiment. A propagate pipe may connect two or more peer endpoints 
together, from one output pipe 204B to one or more input pipes (e.g. 202B and 202C). The result is that any message 
sent into the output pipe is sent to all input pipes. Messages flow into the input pipes from the output pipe (propagation 
source). A propagate message may be sent to all listening input pipes. This process may create multiple copies of the ' 
message to be sent. On transports that provide multicast (e.g. TCP/IP), when the propagate scope maps to underlying 
physical subnets in a one-to-one fashion, transport multicast be may used as an implementation for propagate, Prop- 
agate may be implemented using point-to-point communication on transports that do not provide multicast such as 
HTTP. 

Messages I 

[0107] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platfomT may use asynchronous messages as a basis for providing 
Internet-scalable peer-to-peer communication. The information transmitted using pipes may be packaged as messag- 
es. Messages define an envelope to transfer any kinds of data. A message may contain an arbitrary number of named 
subsections which can hold any fomi of data. In one embodiment, the messages may be in a markup language. In one 
embodiment, the markup language Is XML. Each peer's messaging layer may deliver an ordered sequence of bytes 
from the peer to another peer. The messaging layer may send infomiation as a sequence of bytes in one atomic 
message unit. In one embodiment, messages may be sent between peer endpoints. In one embodiment an endpoint 
may be defined as a logical destination (e.g. embodied as a URN) on any networking transport capable of'sending and 
receiving Datagram-style messages. Endpoints are typically mapped into physical addresses by the messaqinq layer 
at runtime. . o » / 

[0108] In one embodiment, a message may be a Datagram that may include an envelope and a stack of protocol 
headers with bodies and an optional trailer. The envelope may include, but is not limited to, a header, a message digest 
(optionally) the source endpoint, and the destination endpoint. In one embodiment, each protocol header may include' 
but is not limited to, a tag naming the protocol in use and a body length. Each protocol body may be a variable length 
amount of bytes that is protocol tag dependent. Each protocol body may Include, but is not limited to. one or more 
credentials used to identify the sender to the receiver. Such a message format preferably supports multiple transport 
standards. An optional trailer may include traces and accounting infomnation. 

[0109] The messaging layer may use the transport specified by the URN to send and receive messages. In one 
embodiment, both reliable connection-based transports such as TCP/IP and unreliable connectionless transports like 
UDP/IP may be supported. Other existing message transports such as IRDA, and emerging transports like Bluetooth 
may also be supported using the peer endpoint addressing scheme. Peer-to-peer platform messages are preferably 
useable on top of asynchronous, unreliable, and unidirectional transport. The peer-to^peer platform protocols preferably 
use a low-level message transport layer (e.g. XML) as a basis for providing Intemet-scalable peer-to-peer communi- 
cation. The peer-to-peer platform preferably does not assume that the networking transport is IP-based, 
[01 1 0] The message digest in the envelope may be used to guarantee the data integrity of messages. Messages 
may also be encrypted and signed for confidentiality and refutabllity. In one embodiment, each protocol body may 
include one or more credentials used to identify the sender to the receiver. A credential is a key that, when presented 
in a message body, may be used to Identify a sender and to verify that sender's right to send the message to the 
specified endpoint. The credential may be an opaque token that is preferably presented each time a message is sent 
In one embodiment, the sending address placed in the message envelope may be crosschecked with the sender's 
identity in the credential. Credentials may be stored in the message body on a per-protocol <tag> basis. In one em- 
bodiment, the exact fomnat and content of the credentials are not specified by the peer-to-peer platform. For example 
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a credential may be a signature that provides proof of message integnty'and/or origin. As another example, a message 
body may be encrypted, with the credential providing further information oh how to decrypt the content. In one embod- 
iment, each credential's implementation may be specified as a plug-in configuration, which preferably allows multiple 
authentication configurations to coexist on the same network. 

5 [0111] When an unr;eliable networking transport is used, each message may be delivered nnore than once to the 
same destination or may not arrive at the destination. Two or more messages may arrive in a different order than sent. 
In one embodiment, high-level communication services layered, upon" the core protocols may perform message re- 
ordering, duplicate message removal, and processing acknowledgement messages that indicate some, previously sent 
message actually arrived at a peer. Regardless of transport, messages may be unicast (point to point) between two 

10 peers or may be propagated (like a multicast) to a peer group. Preferably, no multicast support in the underlying transport 
. is required. In one embodiment, peers receiving a corrupted or compromised message may discard the rfiessage. 
I Messages may be corrupted or intentionally altered in transmission on the network. 

- - [0112] - The peer-to-peer platform preferably does not mandate how-messages are propagated. For example, when 
a peer sends out a peer discovery message, the peer discovery protocol preferably does not dictate if the message 
15 should be confined to the local area network only, or if It must be propagated to every corner of the world. 

[0113] The peer-to-peer platform messagies 252 are preferably defined with the envelope 250 as. illustrated in Figure 
5. In one embodirinent, the messages are defined in a markup language. In one embodiment, the markup language is 
XML. The following is an exemplary message in XML: 
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<?xinl versJoii==**1.0" encodmg="UTF-8*'?> 
<SainpIeMessage> 

<SampleMessageVersion> version number **1.0"</SampleMessageVei^ion> 
<SampleMessageDest> destination peer id </SainpleMessageDcst> 
<SampIeMessageSrO source peer id </SanipIcMessageSrO 
<SainpIeMessagcDigest> digest </SainpIeMessageDigest> 
<SanipIeMessageTagName> tag </SainpleMessageTagNanlfe> 
<SainpleMessageTagDau> body </Sanip]eMessageTagData> 



<SampleMessagcTagNanie> tag </SainpleMessageTagName> 
35 <SanipieMessageTagData> body </SampleMessageTagData> 



<SampleMessageTrailer> String</ SampIeMessagcTrailer > 
40 </SampleMessage> 

[01 14] The version number may be a string. The destination and source peer identifier may be represented as peer- 
to-peer platform identifiers. In one embodiment, the digest Is either an MD5 or SHA1 hash or a digital signature. The 
digest may serve as a placeholder for either. A message may have as many tag parts as needed. In one embodiment, 
^5 the tag name may be a string and the body may be a byte array containing a string without XML escape characters 
("<",">") or a base64 encoded string. 

[0115] In one embodiment, the message format may support binary data and/or multi-part messages with MIME- 
types. The message format may allow for arbitrary message header fields, Including optional header fields. The mes- 
sage format may allow for data verification of message content and the cryptographic signing of messages. The mes- 
50 sage format may provide an arbitrary number of named subsections that may contain any form of data of any (reason- 
able) size. The message format may be "email-safe" such that its contents may be extracted reliably after standard 
textual transformations comnSitted my E-mail client and server software. 



Services 

55 

[0116] Peers may cooperate and communicate to publish, discover and invoke network services. A service denotes 
a set of functions that a provider offers. In one embodiment, a peer-to-peer platform peer can offer a service by Itself 
or in cooperation with other peers. In one embodiment, a peer may publicize a service by publishing a service adver- 
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tisement for the service. Other peers may then discover this service using the peer discovery protocol (through the 
advertisenient) and nr,ake use of it. A peer may publish as many services as it can provide 

[0117] In one embodiment, services may either be pre-installed into a peer or loaded from the network. The process 
of fmdmg. down.oad.ng and installing a service from the network may include performing a search on the netS o,^ for 
the sen,.ce, retneving the service, and then installing the service. Once a service is instated and activated pTes may 
be used to commun.cate with the service. In one embodiment, peer-to-peer platfom^-enabied services may pubfej 
p.pe advert.sements as their main invocation mechanism. The service advertisement may specify one o7more pipe 
adven,sements tha may be used by a peer to create output pipes to invoke the service. The service adve^lernen^ 
may also .nclude a hst of predeteor^ined messages that may be sen, by a peer to interact with the service ^^e se^S 
advertisement may describe all messages that a client may send or receive 

[0118] Several methods may be provided by various embodiments to publish a service. Services may be published 
before creating a new peer group by adding the service advertisement to the peer group advertisemrnf Services rnaS 
also be puwished by adding the services in a separate peer service advenisement. The dlsco^ersen^ce may Z 
allow new advert.sements to be added a, runtime. The new advertisement.will belong to a.pfedefintd peeTgroroS 
methods of publishing services may be provided. Note that service advertisements may be placed Speerl^^W 
advertisement of any group. Since all peers belong to the global peer group, a peer may publish thi settee Z Z 
global peer group advertisement to make it available to any peer. y ""s.n me service in tne 

[0119] In one embodiment, .sen/ices advertised in a peer group advertisement are instantiated for a peer when the 
: ^T"- °" ^•^^'^--'^ ---- are instantiated. In another embodimarnone one^r rre 

of the advertised services may be instantiated when the peer joins the peer group. Service adverti;ements tJe^^ 
group advertisement may include resolver, discovery, membership, peer infom^aSon and pipe service acVer^^lments 
n one embodiment, services advertised in a peer group advertisement are loaded on the peer when th^ pee^Too s 
in pne embodiment, t is automated loading is not mandate^, but is part of the Java Binding. One embodiment r^Ly 
Tn^^n, ^.'"^'^^^"'^"^ '^--^^ « ^^^'^e in a peer group advertisement to be instantiated by a peer 
[0120] In one embodiment, when a peer boots, any services advertised in the peer advertisement are loaded The 
toTooSaT,r"' T'T'' '° the P'atform advertlsemen,. These sen^ices may include the minilTit of servteel 
leS and Jii: seS 'T^'" "^'"'"^''^ 

Irtirj in'l^ embodiment, when a peer switches from one peer group to another, the first group's servtees remain 
active In one embodiment, a peer may call a stop method on the service application interfa<2 to stop an in^tanro" 
a local service^ A peer that is a member of one peer group that refers to a service may join a second peer groupla 
also refers to the service while still a member of the first. Whether the service is instantiated once or twice riay deplnd 
LI r'^'^^ •'nP'ementation. Some service implementations may use a static instantiation that is done o^ce tn this 
case, a groups share the same instance. Other service implementations are local to a peer group and are not aware 
of the state of any other peer groups on the same node. H =tnu are noi aware 

tn!f^^ ill" embodiment, services may use a "time to live" indicator that defines when the service was created 
and would also define the lifetime of the sen,«e. After rts lifetime has expired, the stale service may be purged ' 
10123] A servce may be well defined and widely available so that a peer can use it directly, oiher services mav 
require special code in orderto actually access the service. For example, the way to interface wi^h "he se^icTprovTr 
may be encoded in a piece of software. In this case, it is preferable if a peer can locate an irnplementeToS S^^^ 
aravaiS; e th':n'?e:rhLV"^^ environment. In one embodiment, if mu«iple implementations'of the sTrse^ ce 
oe Js fo u.rn^ ^ 1 . "'^ ''^^^ programming language implementations while native 

nJIr nonr 71^°, 'mplementations. In one embodiment, sen^ice implementations may be pre-installed into a 
peer node or loaded from the network. In one embodiment, once a service is installed and activated pipes m^v be 
« used to communicate with the service. oi^uvaieo. pipes may oe 

nol^^.H embodiment, each service may have a unique identifier. In one embodiment, a service may have a 

- name hat may include a canonical name string that may indicate the type and/or purpose o the servic^ A settee 
may a so provide optional infomriation (e.g. a set of descriptive keywords) that further describes the se^ce The un7que 
identrfier name and optional information may be stored within a service advertisement. The advertisement may also 
include other mfomiation needed to configure and instantiate a service emsemeni may also 

[0125] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may recognize two levels of services, peer services and peer 
group services. A service that executes only on a single peer may be referred to as a peer seniles A peer service J 

ofTnJi'.? °i Ir? ' " '"""''"^ P^^^ ^^PP-^ 'hen service also f'Jls Th'levS 

of semce reliability may be acceptable for an embedded device, for example, providing a calendar and emai citent to 
a single user Multiple instances of the service may be run on different peers but each instance publXs i s own 
other?'^,T " °' " °' cooperating instances (potentially coopera ing with ^ 

other) Of the sen/ice running on multiple peers in a peer group may be referred to as a peer group sen^terA peer 
group service may employ fault tolerance algorithms to provide the service at a higher level of availabifrty than that a 
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peer service can offer. If any one peer fails, the collective peer group, service may not be affected, because the service 
may still be available from at least one other peer member. Peer group services may be published as part of the peer 
group advertisement. ♦ 
[01 26] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may include a set of default peer group services such ais peer 
5 discovery, as weW as a, set of configurable services such as routing. In one embodiment, a peer-to-peer platform peer 
may not be required to have one or all of these services. For example, a.cell phone peer may be pre-configured with 
enough information to contact a fixed server provided by the teleconri operator. This may be enough to bootstrap the 
cell phone peer without requiring it to Independently carry with It additional services. 

[0127] In one embodiment, although the concept of a service is orthogonal to that of a peer and a peer group, a peer 
10 group formed using the peer-to-peer platform may require a minimum set of services needed to support the operation 
. of the group. Some services may be well known and may be referred to as. peer-to-peer platform core services. Em- 
. bodiments of the peer-to-peer platform may define a set of core peer group services that may be used to form and , 
support peer groups. In one embodiment, the core peer group services may provide the minlmurh services required 
to form a peer group (e.g. membership and discovery services). The peer-to-peer platform core services are preferably 
f5 1 00% decentralized and thus may enable pure peer-to-peer network computing. In one embodiment, It Is not required 
that all core services be implemented by every peer group. 

[0128] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may define peer group core services including, but not limited 
to, a discovery service, a membership service, an access service, a pipe service, a resolver service and a monitoring 
service. A discovery service may be used to search for peer group resources such as peers, peer groups, and pipes, 
20 The search criteria rriay include a resource name. Discovery and discovery services are described rnore fully later In 
this document. : . . ■ 

[01 29] In one embodiment, most peer groups will have at least a membership service. Current peer group members 
may use the membership service during the login process to reject or accept a new peer group membership application. . 
The membership service may be a "null" authenticator service that imposes no real membership policy. Peers wishing 

25 to join a peer group first locate a current member, and then requestto join. The application to join may be either rejected 
or accepted by the collective set of current members. The membership service may enforce a vote of peers or alter- 
natively elect a designated group representative to accept or reject new membership applications. 
[0130] An access service may be used to validate, distribute, and authenticate a group member's credentials. The 
access service may define the type of credential used In the message-based protocols used within the peer group. 

30 The access service may be used to validate requests made by one peer to another. The peer receiving the request 
provides the requesting peer's credentials and information about the request being made to the access service to 
determine If the access is permitted. In one embodiment, not all actions within the peer group need to be checked with- 
the access service, only those actions which only some peers are permitted to use. 

[0131] A pipe service may be used to manage and create pipe connections between the different peer group mem- 
35 bers. A resolver service may be used to send query string to peers to find information about a' peer, a peer group, a 
service or a pipe. A monitoring service is used to allow one peer to monitor other members of the same peer group. 
[0132] In on embodiment, not all the above services are rejquired to be implemented by a peer group! Each service 
may implement one or more of the peer-to-peer platform protocols. A service preferably Implements one protocol for 
simplicity and modularity reasons, but some services may not implement any protocols. 
40 [0133] Other services may be user-defined and provide application dependent services such as content searching 
and indexing. A user-defined service may provide additional APIs. User-defined services may be impleniented that 
may offer the ability to mix-ln centralization as a means of increasing performance. In one embodiment, the peer-to- 
peer platform core services may provide a reference Implementation for user-defined services. Examples of user de- 
fined services may Include, but are not limited to: . 

45 

• Efficient long-distance peer lookup and rendezvous using a peer naming and discovery service. 
' Simple, low-cost information search and indexing using a content sharTn"g service" 

• Interoperability with existing centralized networking infrastructure and security authorities in corporate, public, pri- 
vate, or university networks using administration services. 

50 • A resolver service may be Implemented to find active (running on some peer) and inactive (not yet running) service 
instances. 

• An FTP service that allows file transfers among peers over pipes using FTP. 
Advertisements 

55 

[01 34] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer protocols may use advertisements to describe and publish the existence 
of peer resources. An advertisement may be defined as a structured, language neutral metadata structure that names, 
describes, and publishes the existence of a peer-to-peer platform resource, such as a peer, a peer group, a pipe, or 
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a service. 



I0135]- In one embod.nient, advertisennents may be used in the peer-to-peer platform as language-neutral metadata 
Tnd fro^ni." ^"h ^ T"'" '^"^ '^--^^ advertisements are conveiecTto 

or mor.r„!^? T "^^ '^'^ ""''^"'^ °^ ^^'^'^ specification may describe one 

eThangedrmLlg^r"""'''^ 

[0136] Information exchanged between peers may 'include advertisement documents. The peer-to-peer platform 

c^l'l««l H '° "P"^^"' °' P--to-peer platform resources managed bj t^ 

core piatfom, such as peers, peer groups, pipes and services. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platfor,; mav 
-'^-'^•----"ts. The peer-to-peer platform may define core advertisement types IncluZgTu, not : 
limited to. one or more of peer advenisements, peer group advertisements, pipe advertisements service aSse 
ments content advertisements, and endpoint advertisements. In one embodrment. user-define^adrmsemtnt sub- 
types (for example, using XML schemas) may be formed from these basic types. Subtypes of the core aSsemente 
V'''' r """T' «^^"^--^-rich_ei:r^etada.a ,g a^p_^er-,o-peer network. The peerZ peer^7oZ 
ZsTln lnTTT P-'erably operate only on the core advertisXnts ^ 

S J th. . "7^°^'"f «d-e'^-ement is a markup language structured document that names.' describes, and 
pubhshesthe existence of a peer-to.peer platform resource. In one embodiment, peer-to-peer platforni advertiserr^ents 
may be represented m the Extensible Markup Language (XML) and are therefore softwa^ platf om,Tut^TiML pr^ 
v,des a powerful means of representing data and metadata throughout a distributed system. XML pSs uler^al 
(software-platform neutral) data because X^.L is language agnostic, setf-describing, strongly-typed anSurescorrec 
syntax. XML advertisernents may be strongly typed and validated using XML schels. XML ateo allocs advertfeemente 

«H T 'T'"""' '"'^^ ""'^ "^^'^ '-^-^ P--'^ that do no^uppori XML to 

access advert«ed resources. In one embodiment, each document may be converted to and from a platfomi specific 
representation such as a Java object. In one embodiment, peers supporting the various protocols regSthafad- 
Idv^re^ent t^eT'"''^ "^^^^'^^ ^^^^^^"'^ ^'^^ .^--"^ fromie bale XML 

^^^In^r.^'^T f ^'"^"'^ represented in a markup language such as XML. like any markup language document may 
be composed of a senes of hierarchically arranged elements. Each element may include its data and/or^ddiiiona^ 
elements. An element may also have attributes. Attributes are name-value string pairs. An it^ute C be uled to 
store metadata, which may be, used to describe the data within the element ^ '^^ ^"""'j"® ""^^ ^ ♦<> 

[01391 In one embodiment, a peer advertisement may be used to describe a peer. A peer advertisement may describe 
the peer resources. One use of a peer advertisement is to hold specific information about the peer, such a^rts name 
peer identifier, registered services and available endpoints. Figure 6 illiistrates the content of a peer advertfsemeni 

rs'=^o^te^nrd7o;TS^^^^^ " -^-'^^ ^ °' ^ 
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<?xjnl version^" 1 .0" encodmg="UTF-8"?> 
<PeerAdvertisenient> 
5 , <Narne> name of the peer</Name> 

<Keywords>search keywords </Keywords> 
<Pid> Peer identifier </Pid> 
<Services> 

< Service advertisemenO 
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</Service advertisement> 
</Services> 
( <Endpoints> 

<endpoint advertisement > 

</endpoint advertisement > 
</Endpoint> 
<InitialApp> 

< Service advertisement > 

</ Service advertisement > . 
' , <yinitialApp> 
' </PeerAdvertlsement> 



[0140] Embodiments of a peer advertisement may Include, but are not limited to, the following fields: 

Name: an optional string that can be associated with a peer. In one embodiment, the name is not required to be 
unique unless the name is obtairied from a centralized naming service that guarantees name uniqueness. 
Keywords: an optional string that may be used to index and search for a peer In one embodiment, the string is 
not guarantee to be unique. Two peers may have the sanne keywords. The keywords string may contain spaces. 
Peer identifier: uniquely identifies the peer. In one embodiment, this may be a required element. Each peer has a 
unique identifier. 

Service: a service advertisement element for each service published on the peer. Services started on a peer may 
publish themselves to the peer. In one embodiment, not all services running on the peer need to publish themselves. 
Endpoint: an endpoint URI (e.g. tcp://1 29.1 44.36. 190:9701 or httpy/1 29.1 44.36. 190:9702) for each endpoint avail- 
able on the peer. 

I nitialApp: Optional application/service started when the peer is booted. A service advertisement is used to describe 
the service. 

[014-1] In one embodiment, a peer group advertisement may be used to describe, for a peer group, the group specific 
50 infomnation (name, peer group identifier, etc.), the membership process, and the available peer group services. The 
peer group advertisement defines the core set of services to be used by that peer group. In one embodiment, it may 
not enforce that each peer must run each service locally. Rather it defines the set of services that are made available 
to the peer group. 

[0142] In one embodiment, the initial creator of the peer group may define what advertisements go into the peer 
55 group advertisement at creation time. Other peers may get a copy of the peer group advertisement when they discover 
advertisements via the discovery service. In one embodiment, peer group advertisements are immutable objects and 
new services may not be added due to Java binding. Other embodiments may allow new services to be added. In one 
embodiment, a peer group may provide a registration service that allows the dynamic registration of services. 
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[0143] Figure 7 illustrates the content of a peer group advertisement according to one embodiment The following 
ts an example of one embodiment of a peer group advertisement in XML, and js not intended to be limiting: 

<?xnil versioii="1.0" encoding=-UTF-8"?> * 
<PeerGroupAdvertisemen1> 

<Name> name of the peer group</Name> 
<Keyworcls>search keywords </Keywords> 
<Gid> Peer group Id </Gid ... 
<S€rvices> 

t 

, <Service advertisements 

<VService advertisements 
</Servjces> 
<InitlaIApp> 

<Service advertisements 

</Service advertisements 
</InitialAppS 

</PecrGroupAdvcjtiscmentS I 
[0144] Embodiments of a peer group advertisement may Include, but are not limited to. the following fields: 

• Name: an optional name that may be associated with a peer group. In one embodiment, the name is not required 
to be unique unless the name is obtained from a centralized naming service that guarantee name uniqueness 

• Keyvvords: an optional string that may be used to index and search for a peer group. In one embodiment, the string 
IS not guarantee to be unique. Two peer groups may have the same keywords. 

• Peer group Id: uniquely identifies the peer group. In one embodiment, this is a required element Each peer arouD 
has a unique Id. ^ yw^H 

• Service: a service advertisement element for each peer group service available in the peer group. In one embod- 
iment. not all peer group services need to be instantiated when a peer joins a peer group. In one embodiment at 
least a membership service should be available, so the membership service may implement a null authenticator 
membership. 

. InitialApp: optional application/service started when a peer is joining a peer group. A service advertisement may 
be used to descnbe the service. The initial application may be started when a peer is joining a group. Alternatively 
It may be left to the joining peer to decide to either start or not start the peer group initial application. 

[0145] Once a peer joins a group, that peer may receive (depending again upon membership configuration) a full 
membership-level peer group advertisement. The full membership advertisement, for example, might include the con- 
figuration (required of all members) to vote for new member approval. 

[0146] In one embodiment, a pipe advertisement may be used to describe an Instance of a pipe communication 
channel. A pipe advertisement may be used by a pipe service to create associated input and output pipe endpoints 
n one embodiment, a pipe advertisement document may be published and obtained either by using a discovery service 
(e.g. the core discovery service) or by embedding it within other advertisements such as the peer or peer qrouo ad- 
vertisement. Each pipe advertisement may Include an optional symbolic name that names the pipe and a pipe type to 
indicate the type of the pipe (point-to-point, propagate, secure, etc). Figure 8 illustrates the content of a pipe adver- 

ITk!.'"^"?''''*'''""^ '° embodiment. The following is an example of one embodiment of a pipe advertisement in 
XML, and IS not intended to be limiting: 
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<?xinl version="I.O" encodmg=^"UTF-8"?> 

<PipeAdvertiseinent> , 
<Name> name of the pipe</Name> 
<Id>PipeId</Id> 

<Type> Pipe Type </Type> . • 

</PipeAdvcrtisemeiit> 

[0147] Embodiments of a pipe advertisement may include, but are not limited to, the following fields: 

, • Name: an optional name that may be associated with a pipe. In one embodiment, the name Is not required to be 
- unique unless the name is obtained from a centralized naming service that guarantee name uniqueness. 

• Pipe identifier: uniquely identifies the pipe. In one embodiment, this is a required element. Each pipe has a unique id. 

• Type: This is an optional pipe type that may be provided to specify the quality of services implemented by the pipe. 
Pipe types may include, but are not limited to: 

RELIABLE (guaranteed delivery and ordering, and deliver only, once) 

UNRELIABLE (may not arrive at the destination, may be delivered more than once to the same destination, 

may arrive in different order) 

SECURE (reliable and encrypted transfer) 

[01 48] In one embodiment, a service advertisement may be used to describe a peer-to-peer platform-enabled serv- 
. ice. Service advertisements preferably descnbe how to activate and/or use the'service. In one embodiment, a peer- 
to-peer platfomn-enabled service is a service that uses pipes as priniary invocation mechanism. To invoke the service, 
a peer may a message to the associated service pipe. In one embodiment, the core peer group services that each 
peer group preferably Implements In order to resjDondtothe messages described for the peer-to-peer platform protocols 
are peer-to-peer platform-enabled services and thus may be published using service advertisements. The service 
advertisement document may be published and obtained using the peer information protocol for peer services, or 
alternatively using the peer group discovery protocol for peer group services. 

[0149] In one embodiment, a pipe advertisement and access method fields may provide a placeholder for any kind 
of service invocation schema that defines the valid set of XML messages accepted by the service and the associated 
message flow. Thus, the peer-to-peer platform protocols may be agnostic of service invocation and interoperate with 
any existing framework. A service advertisement access method field may refer to a WSDL (e.g. www.w3.org/TR/wsdl), 
ebXML (e.g. www.ebxml.org), UPnP (e.g. www.upnp.org) or a client-proxy schema, among others. For example, a 
WSDL access method may define messages that are abstract descriptions of the data being exchanged and the col- 
lections of operations supported by the service using a WSDL schema. In one embodiment, a service advertisement 
may include multiple access method tags, as there may be rnultiple ways to invoke a service. Thus, the peer may 
ultimately decide which invocation mechanism to use. For example, small devices may want to use a small-footprint 
mechanism or a service framework they already have the code for, and larger devices may decide to download a client- 
proxy code. 

[0150] In one embodiment, the access method for services is a schema of valid XML messages accepted by the 
service. Incne embodiment, a sen/ice advertisement may contain a URL or URItagto point to a jar file, DLL, or loadable 
library. A peer may use this to download the code to run the service, for example If the peer joins the peer group and 
doesn't have the required code to run the service. 

[0151] In one embodiment, once a service advertisement Is sent out Into the world there is no method of pulling it 
back in. However, each individual peer may have the ability to purge the set of cached advertisements that reside 
locally, and a rendezvous peer may purge its cache periodically (e.g. daily). 

[0152] Figure 9 illustrates the content of a service advertisement according to one embodiment. The following is an 
example of one embodiment of a service advertisement in XML, and is not Intended to be limiting: 
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<7xml version=-1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 

<Serv iceAd vert isement> 

<Namei> name of the Service</Nanie> 
<Version> Version Id </Version> 
<Ke>'\^'ords>search keywords </Keywords> 
<Id> Service identifier </ld>. 
<Pipe> Pipe endpoint to access the service </Pipt> 
<Paranis> service configuration parameters </Params> 
<URJ> service provider location</URI> 
<Provider> Service Provider</Provider> 
<A ccessMethods> 



</AcessMethods> 
</ServiceAdvertisement> 



[0153] Embodiments of a service advertisement may Include, but are not limited to. the following.flelds: 

' nnin oplional name that may be associated with a service. In one embodiment, the name is not required to 

. K^rr ' TT^ " "''^'"^^ " centralized naming service that guarantees name uniqueness. 

oua™ T '''' "'^^ ^ embodimem. the string 

IS not guaranteed to be unjque. Two services may have the same keywords 

* ^z::^:'^^::;::::. ^ ^^^^^ ^ °- -bodiment. 

* Version: specifies the se.fvice version number. In one embodiment, this element may be required 

' '""°"^^'T P™^'**^' °^ ™^ *yP"=^"y a vendor name.' In one embod- 

iment, this element may be required. ^ cmuuu 

* t'lrj/n?-."''?"^' ^'^'^r^.^'^^* ^P^'^if ^ pipe advertisement to be used to create an output pipe to connect to 
the service. In one embodiment, services are not required to use pipes 

. Params: a list of configuration parameters available to the peer when invoking the semce. In one embodiment 
the parameter field is optional. Parameters may be defined as a list of strings ooaimem. 

* bTfouJ? ^" P^'^""^'^' ^^"^^ "'^y "^^^ '° ^P^'^^y 'f^e °' where the code for the service may 

* MulS^?.°.'™.H "h f^'^^'"^!"'- ^'^'^-^^ '"^thod is required to specify how to invoke the sen^ice. 
^nlT Tl , ""^^ "^^'^ '"""'P'^ access methods are available. The access method tag 
n ZSJ f J^l^r Z°T''°'' '■^P^«^«"'^^'°" ^° be specified. For example the access method may be a 
placeholder for a WSDL or uPnP document that describes a web service access method. 

fn l^nLr ll'^'^n f ^''^'^""t"'' ^ advertisement rtiay be used to describe a content document stored somewhere 

L e-^bodrment. there are no restrictions on the type of contents that can be represented. A content 
may be a file a byte array, code or process state, for example. In one embodiment, each item of content may have a 

iTermJZJm . " ""'^"^ '^^""''^^ "^^y « 9-"P --ersal unique 

memberJVn^^' H T "^f ^"^'"'^^ ^"^'^^^ "^^^ -^y be computed, parsed, and maintained by peer group 
tToeer nil ' '"^'^^"^^"''^ implementation within the peer group is not mandated by the peer 

L^nZlTT 7' > "^""^ '"^^ ''^ ^ ^ ^^^'^ °^ « "^'"^ S^"^^'^'' by any suitable means of uniquely 

or cnS rn ? . M ^r^' ""'^ ""^'^ "^^^ "^^y be referred to as a content idemifler 

?L^^^ I °- '^"'^ ^ Illustrates an exemplary content identifier according to one embodiment 
[01551 Figure 10 illustrates a content advertisement according to one embodiment. A size element is preferably 

Ibodimlntl""'"' T °' embodiment, the size is in byterm fne 

erribod n^ent, the size is a long (unsigned 64-bits). A content advertisement may also include a MIME (Muii-Purpose 
Internet Mail Extensions) type that describes the MIME type (encoding may be deduced from the type) of he iHne 
or referenced data. A content adverlisemen, may also include a Ref ID element. If the advertised Sen s another 
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advertisement (based upon Its type), the RefID is the content ID of the referenced content. If the advertised content is 
not another 
[0156] Th 
be limiting: 



not another advertisement, the RefID element may be omitted; 

[0156] The following is an example of one embodiment of a content advertisement in XML, and is not Intended to 



<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"7> 
' , <ContentAdvertisement> 
10 <Minietype> name of the pipe</Minietype> 

<Size> Pipe Id <ySize> 
<Encoding> Pipe Type </Encoding> 
<ID> Content ID</ID> 
<RefID> Content ID </RefID> 
. . <Document> document </Document> . 
</ContentAdvertiscinent> 



[0157] Embodiments of a content advertisement may include, but are not limited to, the following fields: 



• ID: in one embodiment, all contents have a unique id. 

• Size: the total size of the content. In one embodiment, a long (unsigned 64-bits) represented as a string. "-1" 
25 indicates that the size. is unknown. 

• Mimetype: the mime type of the content. The type may be unknown. 

• Encoding: specifies the encoding used. " 

• RefID; if the advertised content is about another content, the RefID specifies the content ID of the referenced 
pontent. » 

30 I 

I • • ■ . 

[0158] In one embodiment, an endpoint advertisement may be used to describe peer transport protocols. In one 

embodiment, a peer may support one or more transport protocols. In one embodiment, peers may have multiple netvvork 
interfaces. Typically, there will be one peer endpoint for each configured network interface and/or protocol (e.g. TCP/ 
IP, HTTP). An endpoint advertisement may be included as a tag field in a peer advertisement to describe the endpoihts 

35 available on the member peer. In one embodiment, an endpoint advertisement document may be published and ob- 
tained either by using the core discovery service or by embedding It within other advertisements such as the peer 
advertisement. Each endpoint advertisement may include transport binding information about each network interface 
or transport protocol. Endpoints may be represented with a virtual endpoint address that may include all necessary 
information to create a physical communication channel on the specific endpoint transport. For example, "top://. 

40 123.124.20.20:1002" or "http://1 34, 125.23. 10:6002" are strings representing endpoint addresses. Figure 11 illustrates 
the content of an endpoint advertisement according to one embodiment. The following is an example of orie embodiment 
of an endpoint advertisement in XML, and is not Intended to be limiting: 



<?xml version'="1.0'* encoding="UTF-8"?> 
<EndpointAdvertisement> 

<C^anie> name of the endpoint</Name> 

<Keywords> search. string </Keywords> 

<Address> endpoint logical address </Address> 
</EndpointAdvertisement> 

[0159] Embodiments of an endpoint advertisement may Include, but are not limited to. the following fields: 

• Name: an optional name that may be associated with an endpoint. In one embodiment, the name Is not required 
to be unique unless the name is obtained from a centralized naming service that guarantee name uniqueness. 

• Keywords: an optional string that may be used to index and search for an endpoint. In one embodiment, the string 
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is not guarantee to be unique. Two endpoints may have the same l<eywords. 
Peer-to-peer Platform Protocols ■ 

[0160J The peer-to-peer platform protocols may be used to provide and support ad hoc. pervasive, and multi-hop 
peer-to-peer (P2P) nenvork computing. Using the protocols, peers can cooperate to for^ self-organized Tnd self 
conf rgured peer groups independently of their positions in the network (e.g. edges, firewalls), and without the need of 
a centralized management infrastructure. The peer-to,-peer platform protocols may have very low overhead make few 
assumptions about the underlying network transport and limited requirements of the peer environment, and may be 
usedtodeployaw.de variety of P2Papplicationsand services inahighlyunreliableandc 

[0161] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platfomi may include core protocols including, but not limited to a peer 
membership protocol, a peer discovery protocol, a peer resolver protocol, a peer infomiation protocol, a pipe binding 
' ZttT- ^"i ^ P""'"""'- Tl^^se protocols may be. implemented using a common messaging layer. This 

rnessaging layer binds the protocols to various network transports. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform pro- 

olaSlrrjnr^T h'' I °' "^""-^ "^^^^^9^^ exchanged between peers. Each software 

platform binding descnbes how a message is converted to and frorn a native data structures such as a Java object or 

fndrof nI!J"t '^"^ of markup language messages to define protocols allows many different 

kinds of peers to participate in a protocol. Each peer is free to implement the protocol in a manner best suited to its 
abilities and role. Peer-to-peer platform messages are described previously in this document 

[0162] In one embodiment, each of the protocols is independent of the others. Preferably, a peer is not required to 
implement all of the networking protocols. A peer preferably heeds to implement only the protocol that It requires For 
example a device may have all the advertisements It uses pre-stored in memory, so that peer does not need to im- 

Jir.', ■ ^"T'^ """'"P'^' ^ P^^^ "'^y a pTe-configu'red set of peer routlrsTo 

route all its messages, hence the peer does not need to implement the Peer Endpoint protocol. Instead, the peer sends 
messages to the routers to be fonvarded. As yet another example, a peer may Viot need to obtain or wish to provide 
status information to other peers, hence the peer does not to implement the peer information protocol. The same can 
be said about all of the other protocols. In one embodiment, a peer may implement only a portion (client-sldt orTerver 
side only, for example) of a protocol. ' * obi vbi 

[0163] Peers may use the peer-to-peer platform protocols to advertise their resources and to discover network re- 

t^^J^r ^^^f ■ ^'""-^ 7^"^^'^ ''""^ P^^'^ ^^^'■^ "'^y ^"'^ P^«^ groups to create special 

relationships. The peer-to-peer platform protocols may allow peers to communicate without needing to understand or 
rnanage the potentia y complex and dynamic network topologies that are becoming common. PeL may cooperate 
to route messages allowing for full peer connectivity. The peer-to-peer platfomi protocols allow peers to dynar^ically 
route messages across multiple network hops to any destination in the network (potentially traversing firewalls) Each 

h/rn.?t!H 7^ '? ^- °' ^ P^^'^' °' S^^^^^y P^^^^ ^•^^°"9f' v.hich the message might 

be routed. \f route information is incorrect, an intermediate peer may assist in dynamically finding a new route A peer- 
to-peer platform protocol message that is routed through multiple hops Is preferably not assumed to be reliably deliv- 
ered, even if only reliable transports such as TCP/IP are used thrbugh all hops. A congested peer may drop messaaes 
at any time rather than routing them. . , ^ ^ messages 

10164] The peer-to-peer platfomi protocols may be Implemented on a variety of networks including, but not limited 
to the Intemet. coTDorale intranets, dynamic proximity networks, home networking environments. LANs and WANs 
The peer-to-peer platform protocols may allow the peer-to-peer platform to be easily implemented on unidirectional 
hnks and asymmetric transports. In particular, many fomis of wireless networking do not provide equal capability for 
devices to send and receive. The peer-to-peer platform permits any unidirectional link to be used when necessary 
improving overall perfomiance and network connectivity in the system. Thus, the peer-to-peer platform protocols may 
beeasy to implement on any transport. Implementations on reliable and bidirectional transports such as TCP/IP or 
HTTP may provide efficient bidirectional communications. Even on bidirectional transports, communication ability be- 
tween any pair of peers may at times not work equally well in both directions. That is. communications between two 
peers will in rriariy cases be able to operate bidirectional^, but at times the connection between two peers may be only 
unidirectional, allowing one peer to successfully send messages to the other while no communication is possible in 
the reverse direction. The peer-to-peer platfomi unidirectional and asymmetric transport also plays well In multi-hop 
network environrrients where the message latency may be difficult to predict. Furthermore, peers in a P2P network 
tend to have nondeteiministic behaviors and thus may appear or leave the network very frequently. 
[0165] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform protocols do not require a broadcast or multicast capability of 
he underlying network transport Messages intended for receipt by multiple peers (propagation) may be implememed 
oTZ'^T^ y rTT^''°"^ l''.^ peer-to-peer platform protocols preferably do not require periodic messages 
of any kind at any level to be sent within the network, and thus preferably do not require periodic polling link status 
sensing, or neighbor detection messages, and may not rely on these functions from any underlying network transport 
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in the network. This entirely on-demand behavior of the protocols and lack of periodic activity may allow the number 
of overhead messages generated by the peer-to-peer platform to scale all the way down to near or at zero, when all 
peers are stationary with respect to each other and all routes needed for current communication have already been 

discovered. . , 

[0166] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform protocols are defined as idempotent protocol exchanges. The 
same messages may be sent/received more than once during the course of a protocol exchange. Preferably, no protocol 
states are required to be maintained at both ends. Due to the unpredictability of P2P networks, assurnptions may not 
be made about the tinrie required for a message to reach a destination peer, and thus the peer-to-peer platform protocols 
preferably do not impose any timing requirements for message receipt. 

[01 67] The peer-to-peer platform protocols may take advantage of additional optimizations, such as the easy, ability 
to reverse a source route to obtain a route back to the origin of the original route. 

[0168] Figure 12 illustrates protocols and bindings in a peer-to-peer platform according to one embodiment. When 
the peer-to-peer platform protocols are implemented using a particular programming language and over a particular 
transport protocol, the implementation is an instance of a peer-to-peer platform binding 220, where the peer-to-peer 
platform protocols are bound to the language and the transport layer. In one embodiment, protocol and peer software 
implementation issues may be defined in documents specific to the binding. A binding document describes how the 
protocols are bound to an underlying network transport (such as TCP/IP or UDP/IP) or to a software platform such as 
Java 222 or a native software platform 224 such as UNIX. 

[0169] The following describes the transport binding of the peer-to-peer platform protocols over TCP/IP including 
the message wire format of peer-to-peer platform endpoint messages over a TCP/IP socket connection according to 
one embodiment. Each TCP/IP .message may include a header and a body. In one embodiment, the format of the 
headier is: 

Type Source IP address Source Port Size Option Unused 
[0170] The type may include information used to either unicast or multicast the request. The type may indicate wheth- 
er this is a propagate message, a unicast message, an ACK or a NACK. The port may allow each peer to decide to 
bind Its transport service to a specific port number. The TCP binding preferably does not require that a specific port 
be used. The size may indicate the body size (not including the header). The option may be used to specify the kind 
of socket connections (uni- or bi-directional) in use. The TCP/IP binding does not require the maintenance of any states. 
The, normal operation is for one peer to send a TCP/IP packet to another one, and to close the socktet after the packet 
is sent. This is the minimum functionality required to implement unidirectional pipes. In one embodiment, If the receiving 
end decides to keep the corinection active (socket "keep alive"), it may .return an indicator to the sender to tell the 
sending end that it is keeping the connection aliye. The sending end may reuse the same socket to send a new packet. 
[0171] The following describes the transport binding of the peer-to-peer platform protocols over HTTP including the 
wire message format for the HTTP binding of the peer-to-peer platform protocols. An HTTP request format message 
may include a header and a body using an HTML format. For example: 

<HTML> 

<CodO Header </Code> 
<Msg> Body </Msg> 

[0172] The header allows the receiving end to determine which message type is received. Message types may 
45. include request succeeded, request failed, empty (no body) and response (the body is not empty and contains data). 
The body may be represented as a string in the HTML request document. Connection states that may be used include, 
but are not limited to: 

.• Peer Connection: Before a message can be sent to a HTTP server peer, the HTTP client may be required to send 
50 a request for connection to the other peer. The request for connection message may use the empty header type. 

The message may be sent using a GET request to the following server URL: http://ip-name:port/reg/client-peerid/. 

ip-name specifies the IP of the server peer and the port is the corresponding server port number (8080f or example). 

The server replies with an empty message containing either a request succeeded or request failed header type. 

The peer connection message may be used to create a client session on the receiving peer. The receiving peer 
55 may decide to reject the connection and refuse the client connection. This corresponds to a client registration. 

• Message Sending: To send a message to another peer server, the client sends a message of the response type 

with a message body part. The server replies with an ok or failed message. The message is sent to the following 

URL using the PUT method: http://ip-name:port/snd/. The server replies with a message including a request suc- 
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ceeded or request failed header type. 
• Message Retrieving: To retrieve messages from a peer server," ttie client may send a GET request message with 
the empty header tag to the following URL: http://ipname:port/rec/client-peerid/. The server replies with may re- 
spond with a message failed message or with a Content message including the messages retrieved. 

Peer Discovery Protocol . ■ 

[0173] In one embddiment, the peer-to-peer platform may include a peer discovery protocol that may allow a peer 
to find advertisements on other peers. The peer discovery protocol may be used to discover any published peer re- 
sources including other peers, peer groups, pipes, services and any.other resource that has an advertisement in the 
m?rI,"K°"T' T"^"'^- -^^y "sed to find members of any kind of peer group, presumably to request 

membership. In one embodiment, the^peer discovery protocol is the default cliscoveiy protocol for all peer arouos 
. including the world peer group. The discovery protocol may be used as a default discovery protocol that allows all 
peer-to-peer platfonn peers to understand each other at a very basic level. 

[0174] The peer discovery protocol may provide, at the lowest level, the minimum building blocks for propaqatinq 
discovery requests between peers. Thus, the peer discovery protocol may provide the essential discovery infrastructure 
for building high-level discovery services. In many situations, discovery information is better known by a high-level 
service, because the service may have a better knowledge of the topology (firewall traversal), and the connectivity 
between peers The peer discovery protocol may provide a basic mechanism to discover advertisements while providinq ' 
hooks so high-level services and applications can participate in the discovery process. Services may be able to give 
hints to improve discovery (i.e. decide whfch advertisements are the most valuable to cache) 

[0175] In one embodiment, the peer discovery protocol may be based on web crawling and the use of rendezvous' 
peers. Rendezvous peers are peers that offer to cache advertisements to help others peers discover resources and 
propagate requests they cannot answer to other known rendezvous peers.. Rendezvous peers and their use in the 
discovery process are discussed later in this document. ' 

[01 76] In one embodiment, custom discovery sen/ices may choose to leverage the peer discovery protocol If a peer 
group does not have its own discovery service, the peer discovery protocol is preferably used as the method for probinq 
peers for advertisements. Rendezvous peers may keep a list of known peers and peer groups. This list may or may 
not be exhaustive or timely. A custom discovery service (if it knew that the region's rendezvous did keep a timely 
exhaustive list), for example, may discover all peers in the region by sending a single message to the rendezvous peer 
[01 77] In one embodiment, peer discovery may be done with, or alternatively without, specifying a name for the peer 
to be located and/or the group to which peers belong. When no name is specified, all discovered advertisements of 
the requested typemay be retumed. If a probing peer provides the name of the peer to be located, a simple translation 
may be requested that retums that peer's advertisement. Once a peer is discovered, ping, status, and capability mes- 
sages may be sent to its "main" endpolnt(s) using a peer information, protocol. Peers may export more than one end- 
point. Preferably, each peer designates at least one primary endpoint to handle the low-level housekeeping protocols 
such as the peer discoveiy protocol and the peer infonnation protocol. 

fu\^? . embodiment, the peer discovery protocol may be used to probe network peer groups looking for peers 

that belong to specified peer groups. This process may be referred to as screening. Peers may be screened for mem- 
bership by presenting each candidate member with a peer group name (string matched with the peer group advertise- 
ment canonical name). Preferably, peers claiming to belong to this group may respond, while other peers do not re- 
spond. The peer discovery protocol may be used to discover any type of core advertisement including but not limited 
to: peer advertisements, peer group advertisements, pipe advertisements and service advertisements 
[0179] Peer groups need customizable and adaptable discovery policies. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer Dlat- 
form may be policy-agnostic, and may only provide the basics for discovery. The basics may include one or rriore core 
discovery protocols including, but not limited to. a propagate protocol (broadcast within a scope range (subnet or peer 
group members)), a rendezvous protocol (unicast to a trusted discovery peer) and an invite protocol (reverse discov- 

[0180] A discovery policy may be implemented in a discovery service based on the core discovery protocol In one 
enribodiment, a discovery service in the core peer-to-peer platform may be used to discover abstractions and/or entities 
in the peer-to-peer netvyork including.but not limited to. peers, peer groups, peer group policies (group defined services) 
and pipe endpoints. ^a t- 

[0181] in some embodiments of a peer-to-peer platform, the discovery service may rely on trusted peers (discoven/ 
proxies). The discovery service may leverage local neighbors (local propagate). The discovery service may use ren- 
dezvous peers (indexes). The discovery service may leave traces in discovery proxies (cache). The discovery service 
may use net crawling as a last resort (propagate between tmsted discovery proxies). In one embodiment a discovery 
service may not discover some entities In the peer-to-peer networic including, but not limited to. content (large scale 
in one embodiment, a content management seivice may be usedforcontent discovery), metadata (maintain relationship 
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between data), users, and applications. 

[01 82] Embodiments of a peer-to-peer platfornn discovery service may leverage surrounding peers and peer groups, 
provide meetings points for far away peers and groups, use an asynchronous protocol and provide reverse discovery. 
The discovery service preferably may be used to find new neighbor peers and provide the ability for a peer to learn 
5 about other peer's abilities. Embodiments of a discovery service In the peer-to-peer platform may provide extensibility, 
spontaneous configuration, adaptive connectivity, a dynamic (I.e. no fixed) network topology, and the ability to reach 
the "edge of the Internet" (firewall, and NAT). 

[01 83] Embodirinents of a discovery method in the peer-to-peer platform preferably do not require centralized naming 
(e.g. no DNS). A discovery service preferably may provide predefined meeting points that may be used in platform 

10 bootstrapping. The discovery service preferably may support a dynamic environment (peers may come and go). The 
discovery service preferably may support an unreliable environment (peers may fail). The discovery service preferably 
• may help to adapt to a changing environment through viral behavior. The discovery service preferably may be used to 
Improve perfonnance as a system ages (increase locality). The discovery service preferably may be used in support 
of security (change of physical location). The discovery service preferably nfiay be used that provides administratlonless 

*5 discovery (zero-admin). 

[01 84] Embodiments of the peer-to-peer platform discovery service may allow a peer to learn about other peers that 
discover it. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform discovery service may provide application-managed rendezr 
vous. In one embodiment of the peer-to-peer platform, a peer discovery protocol may support a discovery query mes- 
sage and a discovery response message to be used in the peer discovery process. 

20 . [01 85] Peer groups need customizable and adaptable discovery policies. One approach to Implementing a discovery 
policy is to start simple and build more complex policies. Embodiments of the peer-to-peer platform discovery service 
may support discovery methods including, but not limited to: 
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• Propagate Dliscovery 

Unicast to predefined rendezvous 
Leverage transport dependent multicast (e.g. IP) 

• Unicast Discovery 

Unicast to kriown rendezvous for forward propagation ... 
May be used for reverse Discovery 

[0186] The peer-to-peer platform preferably does not mandate exactly how discovery is done. Discovery may be 
35 completely decentralized, completely centralized, or a hybrid of the two. Embodiments of the' peer-to-peer platform 
may support discovery mechanisms including, but not limited to: 

• . LAN-based discovery. This is done via a local broadcast over the subset. 

•. Discovery through invitation. If a peer receives an invitation (either in-band or out-of-band), the peer information 
40 contained in the Invitation may be used to discover a (perhaps remote) peer. 

• Cascaded discovery. If a peer discovers a second peer, the first peer may, with the permission of the second peer, 
view the horizon of the second peer to discover new peers, groups, and services. 

• Discovery via rendezvous points. A rendezvous point is a special peer that keeps information about the peers It 
knows about. A peer that can communicate via a rendezvous peer, for example via a peer-to-peer protocol pipe, 

45 may learn of the existence of other peers. Rendezvous points may be helpful to an isolated peer by quickly seeding 

it with lots of information. In one embodiment, a web site or its equivalent may provide information of well-known 
peer-to-peer protocol rendezvous points. 

[0187] In one embodiment, a peer-to-peer platform web of trust may be used. In a web of trust, a peer group creator 
so may select Initial discovery proxies, and may delegate to new peer members. Any peer, when trusted, can become a 
discovery proxy. Discovery proxies may propagate requests between each other for net-crawling discovery. New peers 
may be untrusted or low-trust peers, and may be typically difficult to find and have limited discovery range (this may 
help protect against misbehaviors and denial of service attacks). Trusted members are easier to discover. Peers may 
Increase their discovery range as they become more trusted (discovery credential). Some peers may not need to 
55 discover beyond their Initial net peer group range. 

[0188] In one embodiment, a peer may go through a proximity network, which also may be referred to as a subnet 
or region, to try to find (discover) surrounding peers. The Internet includes the concept of subnets that are physically 
defined by physical routers that define regions in which computer systems are connected to one another. Within one 
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of these regions, the peer-to-peer protocol uses multicast or other propagate mechar>ism to find peers. In one embod- 
iment a propagate discovery mechanism may be provided where one peer can propagate a discovery request through 
a local subnet. Peers that are in the subnet may respond to the discovery request. The propagate discovery mechanism 
may prov.de primarily close range discovery. In one embodiment, only peers that are in the same physical subnet 
(region) may respond. "Propagate" is at the conceptual level. Multicast is implemented by TCP/IP to provide oroDaaate 
capabilities. Other transports may. use other methods to Implement propagate. For example. Bluetooth provides a 
different implementation of propagate which is not multicast. 

[01891 The core discovery protocol may provide a fom^at for a local peer to send a propagate message (a request 
to find infonnation about other peers or peer groups in its local region or subnet) and also a format for a response 
message.. A propagate may ask who's there (what peers are in the subnet), dne or more peers may decide to respond 
Other peers on the subnet may choose not to respond if they dont want to be discovered by the requesting peer The 
response message may indicate that a peer is there and that the requesting peer may communicate with It if it wants 
more information. In one embodiment, the core peer-to-peer platform may define the format of the discovery requests 
miom^^'o ^VT °' '^^ f'^^' discovery protocol. In one embodiment, the messages may be XML messages 
[0190] One embodiment of a peer-to-peer platform may provide a bootstrapping process for peers. In one embodi- 
ment, a new peer may not know any peers or peer groups when bootstrapped. When bootstrapping, the peer may 
issue a peer d^covery propagate message. The new peer is looking for one or more peers in the subnet The new 
peer needs to reach some level of connectivity in order to support higher-level operations. From discovered peers the 
new peer may acquire information needed to allow the new peer to go further in its bootstrapping process For exarriple 
the new peer may send messages to another peer requesting information on sen/ices that the other peer may be aware 
of that the new peer needs for bootstrapping. «^o»vaiB 
[0191] When the new peer discovers another peer or peers, it may attempt to discover peer groups This process 
may be similar to the peer discovery process described above. The new peer may send (e.g. propagate) another 
discovery message that is configured to discover peer groups. Peers in the proximity network (region) that are aware 
of a peer group or peer groups may respond to the peer group discovery message, and may return Infomiation on the 
peer group(s) (e.g. peer group advertisements) of which they are aware. The new peer may use this information to 
detennine a peer group or peer groups that it may be interested in joining. 

[0192], In one embodiment, a peer group may be configured so that only a subset of peers within a group may have 
the capabilities to respond to peer group discovery messages and to provide information about the peer group to 

inquiring peers. ^ yiwu|j ly 

[01 93] Peer and peer group discovery may both be implemented by the peer discovery protocol. p4er and peer group 
discover are more or less at the same level in the P2P platform. In one embodiment, peer discovery may use a message 
hat indicates the discovery is looking for peers, and peer group discovery may use a similar message that indicates 
the discovery is looking for peer groups. a 
[0194] In one embodirrient. the peer discovery protocol may be required to be implemented in a peer platform and 
thus all peers will have the seo^ice running. When one peer sends (e.g. propagates) a request, then a receiving peer 
must send a response, unless It is configured to not respond to at least some requests from at least some peers based 
upon configuration parameters. In another embodiment, peers may be implemented without the peer discovery proto- 
col. In other words, in this embodiment, peers are not required to implement the peer discovery platform For example 
on some smart devices, peer infomiation and/or peer group information may be preconfigured into the device, and so 
bootstrapping may be performed on these devices without having to initiate a peer discovery. 

[0195] Embodiments of the peer-to-peer platform may implement a discovery mechanism that is more suited for 
long-range discovery than the propagate method described above. In one embodiment, rendezvous peers may be 
used in discovery. A rendezvous peer may be described as a meeting point where peers and/or peer groups may 
register to be discovered, and may also discover other peers and/or peer groups, and retrieve information on discovered 
peers and/or peer groups. In one embodiment, a peer (any peer) in a peer group may decide to become or may be 
appointed or elected as a rendezvous peer in the group. The rendezvous peer may be advertised as a meeting point 
and nriay be predefined on peers so that, for example, the peers, when starting up, may know to go to the rendezvous 
peer to find infonnation about the peer-to-peer network. Rendezvous peers may act as infonnation brokers or central- 
ized discovery points so that peers can find Information in an easy and efficient manner. As a peer group grows a peer 
rnay become a rendezvous peer in the group. In one embodiment, a network of rendezvous peers may be constructed 
that may help to provide long-range discovery capabilities. A rendezvous peer may be aware of at least some of the 
other rendezvous peers in the network, and a discovery message from a peer may be fon«arded from a first rendezvous 
peer to a second, and so long, to discoverpeers and/or peer groups that are "distanr on the network from the requesting 

[0196] Rendezvous peers may offer to cache advertisements to help others peers discover resources, and may 
propagate (fonward) requests they cannot answer to other known rendezvous peers. Preferably a rendezvous peer 
implements arieast one of these two functions. The services provided by a rendezvous peer may be different ihan 
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message routing. Message routing is performed at a lower level involving multi-hops connections to send a message 
between any peers in the network. In one embodiment, the forwarding of a request between two rendezvous peers 
may Involve routing to propagate a request between two rendezvous, but this is transparent to the rendezvous service 
and done underneath. 

. 5 . [0197] In one embodiment, rendezvous peers may forward requests between each other. A rendezvous may be 
typically connected to a few other rendezvous peers. Inhere may be as many rendezvous peers as peers in a peer 
group. Not every peer may be a rendezvous (e.g. if a peer has no caching capabilities or Is Isolated behind a firewall). 
In one embodiment, only rendezvous peers may forward a discovery request to another rendezvous peer. This restric- . 
tlon may serve to limit and control the exponential growth of request propagations within the network. Rendezvous 

10 peers may thus provide a simple throttle mechanism to control the propagation of requests. In one embodiment, so- 
phisticated rendezvous peers may be deployed to filter and distribute requests for the best usage of network resources. 
[01 98] In one embodiment, a peer may be pre-configured with a pre-defined set of rendezvous peers. These boot- 
strapping rendezvous may help the peer discover enough-network resources (peers, rendezvousrservices) as It needs 
to support itself. In one embodiment, the pre-configured rendezvous are optional. A peer may be able to bootstrap 

15 itself by finding rendezvous or enough network resources in its proximity environment. If a peer does not know the 
information, it may ask the surrounding peers (hop of 1) If they know the answer One or more peers may already have 
the answer. If no surrounding' peers know the answer, the peer may ask its rendezvous peers to find advertisements. 
Peers are recognized as rendezvous peers in their peer advertisements. When a peer discovers a new peer, it can 
determine if th is peer is a rendezvous. A peer may not be required to use all the rendezvous peers that it has discovered. 

20 [0199] Rendezvous peers may forward requests between themselves. The discovery process continues until one 
rendezvous peer has the answer or the request dies. There is typically a Time To Live (TTL) associated with the request, 
so it Is not infinitely propagated. As an example, suppose a peer A is attempting to discover a resource R on the 
network. Peer A issues a discovery request specifying the type (peer, peer group, pipe, service) of advertisements it 
Is looking for. To initiate the Discovery, peer A sends a discovery request message as a single propagate packet to all 

25 its available endpoints. The packet may contain the requested peer advertisement, so the receiving peer can respond 
to the requester. Each discovery request identifies the Initiator, and a unique request identification specified by. the 
Initiator of the request. When another peer receives the discovery request (assume peer B In this example), if It has 
the requested R advertisement, It will return to peer A the advertisement for R in a discovery reisponse message. If 
Peer A does not get response from its surrounding peers (hop of 1), Peer A may send the request to its known ren- 

30 dezvous peers. If the rende^yous peers do not have the advertisement, they can propagate the request to all other 
rendezvous peers they know,. When a rendezvous receives a respond to a request, the rendezvous MAY cache the R 
advertisement for future usage, before sending It to the requestor. 

[0200] In one embodiment, the peer rendezvous capabilities may be embedded in the core discovery protocol of the 
peer-to-peer platform. Rendezvous peers may be protocol-based, and may broker more information than name servers 
35 that typically only broker names of entities. In one embodiment, a rendezvous peer may maintain indexes for entities 
in the peer-to-peer platform Including peers, peer groups, and advertisements. These indexes are dynamic which are 
created as the peer group community grows and more peers join. As a group joins, some peers may decide to become 
rendezvous peers to help peers connect with other peers in the group. 

[0201] The rendezvous peer is at the peer level. A rendezvous peer is not a "service". A rendezvous peer may be 
40 used as part of an infrastructure to construct services such as a DNS or other centralizing and index services, in one 
embodiment, services may interact with a rendezvous peer to obtain and/or manipulate Information stored on the 
rendezvous peer to perform some task to make the system act more efficiently. 

[0202] In a network of peers, some peers may elect themselves, through the discovery protocol, to become rendez- 
vous peers. A rendezvous peer may act as a broker or discovery message router to route discovery messages to the 

"^5 right place. In other words, a rendezvous may act to route discovery requests to the right rendezvous peers. For 
example, a rendezvous peer may receive a message requesting information about peers that are interested in baseball. 
The rendezvous peer may know of another rendezvous peer that specializes in Information about baseball. The first 
rendezvous peer may forward or route the message to the second rendezvous peer. In one enhbodiment, rendezvous 
peers may maintain connections to other rendezvous peers in order to provide discovery and routing functionality. 

50 [0203] Rendezvous peers may support long-range discovery. For example, a first peer is at a remote location from 
a second peer. For one of these peers to find the other with a mechanism such as web crawling may be time consuming, 
since there maybe a lot of "hops" between the two peers. Rendezvous peers may provide a shortcut for one of the 
peers to discover the other. The rendezvous peer thus, may serve to make the discovery process, in particular long- 
range discover, more efficient. 

55 [0204] A peer-to-peer network may be dynamic. Peers and peer groups can come and go. Dynamic identifiers (ad- 
dresses) may be used. Thus, routes between peers need to be dynamic. Rendezvous peers may provide a method 
for route discovery between peers that allows routing in the peer-to-peer network to be dynamic. In this method, the 
rendezvous peers may perform route discovery for peers when the peers send discovery messages to the rendezvous 



31 



EP 1 229 442 A2 



10 



IS 



so 



peers or when a peer is attempting to connect to another peer or peer group that is not in the local region of the peer 
This method may be transparent to the requesting peer 

[0205] In one embodiment, the rendezvous peers may be able to cache advertisements. An advertisement may be 
defined as metadata or descriptions of a resource. An adyerllsement may include information necessary for an entity 
to connect to or use the resource, for example a service advertisement may include infomiation for connecting to and 
using the sen/ice. Advertisements may be published.to allow other entities to discover them, the rendezvous peer 
may provide the ability for services and applications to store arid cache temporary, e.g. via a lease mechanism ad- 
vertisements. This may used, for example, when one service needs to connect to another service, and needs the oioe 
endpoint or communication channel that may be used to connect to the service. The pipe endpoint may be included 
m a service advertisement published on a rendezvous peer Thus. In one embodiment, the rendezvous peer provides 
the ability for peers, peer groups, services and applications to advertise pipe endpoints and to discover pipe endpoints 
. Of services and applications. ' ^K^nna 

■ omx!? rendezvous protocol may use an index cache (e.g. on a peer serving as a rendezvous , 

proxy). Figure 13 illustrates discovery through a rendezvous peer according to one embodiment. Rendezvous proxy 
206 may cache peer 200 and peer group 210 information for peer groups 21 OA and 21 OB. Peers 200 in each peer 
group 21 0 may then discover each other through rendezvous proxy 206. Rendezvous proxy 206 may itself be a peer 
and may be a member in one or more peer groups 210. In one embodiment, access to rendezvous proxies 206 mav 
be restricted to peers with rendezvous access privileges. In this embodiment, non-trusted peers (peers without access 
privileges may access rendezvous proxies 206 through trusted peers 200 within their peer group 21 0, or alternatively ' 
through other local peers in other peer groups. In one embodiment, the rendezvous protocol may be used across 
subnets (configurable at the peer group level). In one embodiment, the rendezvous protocol may be used across/ 
through firewalls (e.g. gateways). 

[0207] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platfonm may include a propagate policy for use in discovery Figure 14 
_ Hlustrates discovery through propagate proxies according to one embodiment. In one embodiment, discovery proxy 
25 208 may control propagation of discovery messages. In Figure 14. discovery prljxy 208 may receive discove^ mes 
sages rom peers 200 in peer group 21 OA and propagate the messages to peers in other groups such as pee7group 
210B. In oi^e embodiment, access to discovery proxies 208 may be restricted to peers with discovery proxy access 
privileges. In this embodiment, non-trusted peers (peers without access privileges) may access discovery proxies 
hrough trusted peers 200 within their peer group 21 0, or alternatively through other local peers in other pe^r gZps 
In one embodiment, propagation may be controlled using TTL (time to live). In another embodiment, propagation may 
be controlled using riiessage counts. In one embodiment, the propagate policy may be used tor subnet TCP/multicast 
?f fi" embodiment, the propagatepolicy may support HTTP gateways (platfomi configurable) 

nJnif, propagate policy may be used through firewalls (e.g. need peer activation behind firewalls) 

[0208] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may include an invite policy. In one embodiment the invite 
policy may support the adding of new peers and peer groups (e.g. publish advertisements) 

[0209] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may allow the persistent local peer caching of discovery infor- 
ma ron. In this embodiment, a peer nfiay be allowed to cache advertisements discovered via the peer discovery protocol 
for later usage. Caching may not be required by the peer-to-peer platform, but caching may be a useful optimization 
The caching of advertisements by a peer may help avoid perfomiing a new discovery each time the peer is access ina 
a network resource. In a highly transient environment, perfomning the discovery may be necessary. In a static environ- 
ment, caching may be more efficient. 

[021 0] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may support trusted discovery peers. In one embodiment the 
peer-to-peer platform may use discovery credentials. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platfomi may allow creden- 
tial delegation. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may support propagate proxies. In one embodiment a 
lZT^\r"'' T ^^-essage counts. TTL stands for Time To Live (how long the request lives in the 

system). In one embodiment, a propagate proxy may support net crawling. In one embodiment, a propagate proxy 
may provide "smart above" routing. F'"H09<iie proxy 

•°r^'i embodiment, a peer preferably does not initiate a new discovery request until the minimum allowable 

interval between discoveries is reached. This limitation on the maximum rate of discoveries may be similar to the 
mechan^m required by Internet nodes to limit the rate at which ARP requests are sent for any single target IP address 
m^i^r'?""' '^T. T '^^ ''^ ^^'^^ implementation transport bindings and exported to the application" 

[021 2] Figure 1 5 illustrates using messages to discover advertisements according to one embodiment A messaae 
or messages may be used to get all known, reachable advertisements within a region on the network This list is 
preferably not guaranteed to be exhaustive, and may be empty. Named peers may also be located using the oeer 
trZll^r'''^'') ""^^ '"'^'"''^ ^ P^^' °' P^°^'"9 (requesting) peer that may identify 

mL™ p.nr' » TT^" "^'^ ^^'^'^^ '"ay be any peer within a region (a pmpagate 

message 230) or alternatively a rendezvous peer (a unicast message 232). The response message 234 rnay return 
one or more advertisements (e.g. peer advertisements and/or peer group advertisements) that may include "main" 
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endpoint addresses which may be converted to a string in the standard peer endpoint format (e.g. URI or URL) and 
also may include a network transport name. It is preferably not guaranteed that a response to a query request will be 
made. Preferably, the peer discovery protocol does not require a reliable transport. Multiple discovery query requests 
may be sent. None, one or multiple responses may be received. 
5 [0213] In one embodiment, a discovery query message may be used to send a discovery request to find advertise- 
ments (e.g. for peers or peer groups). The discovery query may be sent as a query string (attribute, value) form. A null 
query string may be sent to rhatch any results. A threshold value may be included to indicate the maximum number of 
matches requested by ia peer. The following is an example of one embodiment of a discovery query message in XML, 
and is not intended to be limiting: 

10 

i- 

<?xml version="l .0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 

-<DiscoveryQueiy> — - ^ 

<Credential> Credential </Credentia> 
<QuefyJd> query id</QueryId> 

<Type> request type (e.g. PEER, GROUP, PIPE, SERVICE, CONTENT) <yType> 
<Thresho!d> requested number of responses </rhreshold> 
<PecrAdv> peer advertisement of requestor </PeerAdv> 
<Attr> attribute </Attr> 
<Valuo value <A^alue> 
</DiscoveryQueiy> t 

25 

[0214] Embodiments of a discovery query message may include, but are not limited to, the following fields: 

• Credential: The credential of the sender 

• Queryld: Query identifier 

30 • Type: specifies which advertisements are returned 

• Threshold: requested number of responses . , 

• PeerAdv: peer advertisement of requestor 

• Attr: specif ies the query attribute 

• Value: specifies the query value 

35 . • . 

[0215] in one embodiment, the value tag is only present if the Attr tag field is present. Both the Attr and Value tag 
may be omitted. 

[0216] In one embodiment, a discovery response message may be used to send a discovery response message to 
answer a discovery query message. The following is an example of one embodiment of a discovery response message 
40 in XML, and is not intended to be limiting: 
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<7xid1 vcrsion="1.0" encodmg^''UTF-8"?> 
<DiscovcryRespoiise> 

^ <Creclential> Credential </CredentiaI> 

<QueryId> query id</QueryId> 

<Type> request type (e.g. PEER, GROUP, PIPE, SERVICE, CONTENT) <rrypt> 
<Attr> Attribute </Attr> 
^0 , \ <Value> value <A^a!ue> ' 

<Responses> 

(peer, peer group, pipe, service or content advertisement response) 

</Responses> 

' < > 

<Responses>. * 

(peer, peer group, pipe, service or content advertisement response) 
</Responscs> 

</piscoveiyResponsO 

[0217] Embodiments of a discovery response message may include, but are not limited to. the following fields: 

• Credential: The credential of the sender 

• Queryld: Query identifier 

• Type: specifies which advertisements are returned 

• Attr: specifies the query attribute „ 

• Value: specifies the query value 

' Sremenr''''"^"*'^^^^^"^^^- * ^ Peer. peer group, pipe, content or se^ice 

'ZZ om^ed' ^""^^"^^"^-''''^ - present . the Attr tag field is present. Both the Attr and Value tag 

Reverse discovery 

if the other peer is configured or chooser in r«m=.i„ configured to deny discovery to another peer 

Invitations 

"traditional" mail, or by other methods o omer oeerL it Si ^ ""^^ '"""^^S^' ''^ telephone, by 

presence and wiilingness to be ?on°Stld by o herTeers^ T^^^^ " ^7-:°"'?:"' '° '° ^'^^^^'^^ ''^ 

perfomned by any external medium rpeer wh^ recerves an inC»^^^^^ T ^'""""^'^ '"^V 

enter the new peer to a list or database^f pe^: thatT^no^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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be among the preconfigured peers that the peer knows about. In one embodiment, a peer may have a "notify" or 
"invitation" interface to allow a user to initiate invitations. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may provide 
import and export capabilities for invitations. In one embodiment; the invitations may be implemented as documents 
external to the peer-to-peer system that may be exported from one peer and imported Into another peer. In one em- 
bodiment, the invitations may be in a format that enables the exporting and importing. In one embodiment, the invitations 
may be in XML fonnat. in one embodiment, an interface may be provided to allow the manual entering of invitation 
information. Importihgthe invitation may create a peer-to-peer platform document that may then be used by the peer. 
The format of exported documents may depend on the platform on which the peer is implemented. 

Peer Resolver Protocol ^ 

|0222] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may Include a peer resolver protocol that may allow a peer to 
send preferably simple, generic search queries to one or more peer services. In one embodiment, only those peers 
that have access to data repositories and that offer advanced search capabilities typically implement this protocol. 
Each siervice may register a handler In the peer group resolver service to process resolver query requests. Resolver 
queries may be demultiplexed to each service. Each service may respond to a peer via a resolver response message. 
It is Important to point the differences between the peer discovery protocol and the peer resolver protocol. The peer, 
discovery protocol is used to search for advertisements to bootstrap a peer, and discover new network resources. The 
peer resolver protocol is a generic service that services query protocols. The peer resolver protocol may be used by 
a service on. a peer to interact with a service on another peer. * 

[0223] The peer resolver protocol may enable each peer to send and receive generic queries to find or search for 
peer, peer group, pipe or service specific information such as the state of a service or the state of a pipe endpoint. 
Preferiably, each resolver query has a unique service handler name to specify th^ receiving service, and a query string 
to be resolved by the service. The peer resolver protocol preferably provides a generic mechanism for peers to send 
queries and receive responses. The peer resolver protocol preferably removes the burden for registered message 
handlers by each service and set message tags to ensure uniqueness of tags. The peer resolver protocol preferably 
ensures that messages are sent to correct addresses and peer groups. The peer resolver protocol preferably performs 
authentication and verification of credentials and the dropping of rogue messages. Preferably, there is no guarantee 
that a response to a resolver query request will be made. Preferably, a peer is not required to respond to a resolver 
query request. Preferably, a reliable transport is not required by the peer resolver protocol. In one embodiment, multiple 
resolver query messages may be sent. None, one or multiple responses may be received. 

[0224] In one embodiment, propagating a query to the next set of peers may be delegated to the peer rendezvous 
protocol. The rendezvous service may be responsible for determining the set of peers that may receive a message 
being propagated, but may not re-propagate an incoming propagated message. The decision of propagating a message 
one step further may be left to the service handling the message. The peer rendezvous protocbrs policy may be that 
if the query handler does not instruct the peer rendezvous protocol to discard the query, and if the local peer Is a 
rendezvous, then the query is re-propagated (within the limits of loop and time-to-live rules that may be enforced by 
the rendezvous service). In addition, if instructed by the query handler, an identical query may be issued with the local 
peer as the originator. 

[0225] Figure 1 6 illustrates one embodiment of using peer resolver protocol messages between a requesting peer 
200A and a responding peer 200B. In one embodiment, a resolver query message 236 may be used to send (unicast) 
a resolver query request to a service on another member 200B of a peer group. In one embodiment, the resolver query 
may be sent as a query string to a specific service handler. Preferably, each query has a unique identifier. The query 
string may be any string that may be interpreted by the targeted service handler, A resolver response message 238 
may be sent (unicast) to the requesting peer 200A by the service handler. The following is an example of one embod- 
iment of a resolver query message in XML, and is not intended to be limiting: 

<?xinl version«"1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 
<ResolverQuery> 

<Credential> Credential </CredcntiaI> 

<HandlerName> name of handler </HandlerName> 

<QueryId> incremental query Id </Queiyld> 

<Query> queiy string <yQueiy> 
<vTlesolverQuery> 
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[02261 Embodiments of a resolver query message may include, but are not limited to. the following fields: 

• Credential: The credential of the sender 

• Queryld: Query Identifier 

• Handler Name: service the query needs to be passed 

• Query: query string 

[0227] A resolver response message may be retumed in response to a resolver query message. The following is an 
example of one embodiment of a resolver response message in XML, and is not intended to be limiting 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 
<ResolverResponse> 

~ ' ~' <Credential> Credential <yCredentiaI> 

<HandlerName> name of handler </HandlerName> 
, <QueryId> query Id </Queryld> 

<Response> response </Response> 
</ResolverResponse> 

[0228] Embodiments of a resolver response message may include, but are not limited to. the following fields: 

• Credential: The credential of the sender 

• Queryld: Query Id (long as a String) 

• HandlerName: service the query needs to be passed 

• Response: response String • „ 

Peer Information Protocol ) 

I • • . . 

Sm • ^^P^"'"*'^^ "^^y be Of interest. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer 

P ^ ■ ^ 'nfomiatior, protocol that may allow a peer to learn about other peers' capabilities and 
aHA'n T'^'' K ^ P"^^,^^"^^"^ ^ P'"9 -^----9- to <t another peer is alive. A peer may also quen^^ rnother 
peer's properties where each property has a name and a value string. Preferably, a peer is not required to respond to 
a peer information protocol request. j. k icHuiieu lo respona lo 

SlnJ'^"'^ ^ '""^^'^'^^ embodiment of using peer information protocol messages betv^een a requesting peer 
200A^and a responding peer 200B. In one embodiment, to see if peer 200B is alive (i.e. responding to messages) 

200BS main endpoint retumed during discovery, for example. The message may also include a group membership 
credennal of the requesting peer 200A that may identify the probing peer 200A to the message rLpienT2J?B The 
message may also contain an identifier unique to the sender. This identifier is preferably returned in the response 
^freXr200?3e^\:oT''' "Tk'"''"'^ ^''^^^ '^'^ '"^='"^'"9 infom,ation on the statu: 

[0231] In one embodiment, messages may be used to get a list of named control "properties" exported by a peer A 
nZl^ttli T- I '° °' configuration parameters from the peer All properties are preferabj 

named (by a string), and are preferably -read-only-. In one embodiment, higher-level seivices may offer "read-wriUi- 
capabihty to the same infonnation, given proper security credentials. Each property preferably has a name and a value 

tte oeertntZ." " "f' f ^''"^ *° '^'""S^^' "^"^ -ad-on^widgets donot. In one^mbodiment 
h/.n r! P^^'^'^^' °"'y read access. The destination address is a peer's main endpoint that may have 

been retumed m a discovery response message. f «« may nave 

al^^LZtZT^' ^ '^"^'"^ '"^ '^'^""^'^ P^^' infomiation protocol. In one embodiment, multiple 

peer infomiat.on messages may be sent. None, one or multiple responses may be received 

S .H ^':"''°^'"^ent, a ping message may be sent to a peer to check if the peer is alive and/or to get information 
about the peer. The ping option may define the response type retumed. In one embodiment, a full respons^^fprr 
of^neTmTodim ' t T"" ^^'^"°"'«^9e response (alive and uptime) may be retumed. The following is an "xampl 
of one embodiment of a ping message in XML. and is not intended to be limiting: example 
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<?xinl version="LO" encoding="UTF.8"?> 
<Pmg> ' 

<Credential> Credential </Credcntial> 
<SourcePid> Source Peer Id <^Sourcei*id> 
<TargetPid> Target Peer Id <;rrargetPid> 
, <Opti on> type of ping requested<OptiDii> . 
10 </Pin%> 

[0234] In one embodiment, a peer information response message may be used to serid a response message in 
response to a ping message. The following is an example of one embodiment of a peer information response message 
15 in XML, and Is not intended to be limiting: . 

. ■ ' • I ' ' 

<?xiiil version="l .0" encodiiig=*'UTF-8"7> 

<Peerlnfo> 

20 

<Credential> Credential </Credential> 
<SourcePid> Source Peer Id </SourcePid> 
<TargetPid> Target Peer Id </TargetPid> 

*^plime> upliine</UptimO . 
<TifneStafnp> tunestamp </TimeStanip> 
<PeerAdv> Peer Advertisement <yPeerAdv> 
</PeerInfo> 

30 ' I 

Peer Membership Protocol , 

[0235] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platfonn may include a peer membership protocol that may allow a peer 
to join or leave peer groups, and to manage membership configurations, rights and responsibilities. This protocol may 
35 allow a peer to obtain group membership requirements (such as an understanding of the necessary credential for a 
successful application to join the group), to apply for membership and receive a membership credential along with a 
full group advertisement, to update an existing membership or application credential, and to cancel a membership or 
an application credential. In one embodiment, authenticators and/or security credentials may be used to provide the 
desired level of protection. 

40 [0236] In one embodiment, the process of joining a peer group may include obtaining a credential that is used to 
become a group member. In one embodiment, the process of joining a peer group may include obtaining a "form"' listing 
the set of requirements asked of all group members. In one embodiment, this form may be a structured document (e. 

g. a peer group advertisement) that lists the peer group membership service. 

[0237] In one embodiment, the peer membership protocol may define messages including, but not-limited to, an 
45 apply message, a join message, an acknowledgement (ACK) message, a renew message, and a cancel message. A 
peer membership protocol apply message may be sent by a potential new group member to the group membership 
application authenticator. The authenticator's endpdiht is~preferably" listed in the peer group advertisement of every 
member. In one embodiment, a successful response from the group's authenticator may include an application cre- 
dential and a group advertisement that preferably lists, at a minimum, the group's membership service. In one embod- 
50 iment, the apply message may include, but is not limited to, the current credential of the candidate group member and 
the peer endpoint for the peer group membership authenticator to respond to with an acknowledgement (ACK) mes- 
sage. 

[0238] The following is an example of one embodiment of a peer membership protocol apply message in XML, and 
is not intended to be limiting: 

55 
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<?xmJ version="I.O" encodmg="UTF-8"7> 
<Meniber5hipApp]y> 

<Credentia> CredemiaJ of requestor </Cr€dential> 
<SourcePid> Source pipe identifier <7SourccPid> 

<Authenticator> Authenticator pipe advertisement </Authenticator> 
</MenibershipAppIy> 



.oinfn . ^ -^^embership protocol join message may be sent by a peer to the peer group membership authenticator 
to o.n a group. The peer preferably passes an application credential (from an apply resrnTrrCK ^0^™^^^^^ 
authentication purposes. A successful response from the group's authenticator prSb includes a^^^^ 

see A^?mer«n.rTh1f T ""^^^^^ ""^^ '"'^'"^^ ^ credential (application credential of the applying peer- 



<?xml version==**l .0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 

<MembershipJoui> I 
<Credential> Credential of requestor </Credcntia> 
<SoiirccPid> Source pipe identifier </SoiircePid> 
<Membersship> membership pipe advertisement <VMcmbership> 
<Identity> identity<g1dentity> 

<VMeinbershipJom> 



[0241] A peer membership protocol ACK message is an acknowledge message that may be used for both loin .nH 
bership to the peer group , peer is attempting to join. In one embodLent an ACK menage ^^7^^^^^^^^ 



<?xml version— M.O" encoding="LJTF-8"?> 
<MembershipAck> 

<Credential> Credential </Credentia> 
<SourcePid> Source pipe identifier <VSourcePid> 
<Membersshii>> membership pipe advertisement <iTvrembership> 
<PeerGroupAdv> peer group advertisement </PecrGroupAdv> 
<Peer<3roupCredential> credential granted <;/PeerGroupCrcdentiaI> 
<./MembershipAck> 
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[0243] A peer membership protocol renew message may be sent by a peer to renew its credential (membership or 
application) access to the peer group. An ACK (acknowledgement) message may be returned with a new credential 
and lease if the new is accepted. The renew message nriay include, but is not limited to, a credential (a membership 
or application credential of the peer) and the peer endpoint to which an ACK response message may be sent. ' 
5 [0244] The following ,is an example of one embodiment of a peer membership protocol renew message in XML, and 
is not intended to be tinniting: 

<?xml vers ion=" 1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> . ' . . .. 
10 <MembershipRenew> . , 

<Crcdential> Credential </Cred€ntia> 

<SourcePid> Source pipe identifier </SourcePid> 

<MeTnbersship> membership pipe advertisement </Memtiership> 
<yMembershipRenew> 

[0245] A peer membership protocol cancel message may be sent by a peer to cancel the peer's membership or 
application rights in a peer group. The message may include, but is not limited to, a credential (a membership or 
20 application credential of the peer) and the peer endpoint to send an ACK message. In one embodiment, an ACK to a 
cancel may include a response status indicating the cancel was accepted. 

[0246] The following is an example of one embodiment of a peer membership protocol cancel message in XML, and 
is not intended to be limiting: j 

25 

<7xnil version=*M.0"encoding=*'UTF-8"7> ' 
<MembershipCance> 

. <CrBdential> Credential </Credential> 
<SourccPid> Source pipe identifier </SourcePid> 

I" 

<Membersship> membership pipe advertisement </Member5hip> 
</MembershipCanccI> 

35 Pipe Binding Protocol • . 

[0247] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may include a pipe binding protocol that may allow a peer to 
find the physical location of a pipe endpoint and to bind a pipe advertisement to the pipe endpoint, thus Indicating 
where messages actually go over the pipe. A pipe is conceptually a virtual channel between two pipe endpoints (input 
40 and output pipes) and may serve as a virtual link between two or more peer software components (e.g. services or 
applications). 

[0248] A pipe may be viewed as an abstract, named message queue that supports a number of abstract operations 
such as create, open, close, delete, send, and receive. The pipe virtual link (pathway) may be layered upon any number 
of physical network transport links such as TCP/IP. Each end of the pipe may work to maintain the virtual link and to 

45 reestablish it, if necessary, by binding endpoints or finding the pipe's currently bound endpoints. 

[0249] Actual pipe implementations may differ but peer-to-peer platform-compliant Implementations preferably use 
the pipe binding protocol to bind pipes to pipe endpoints: In one embodiment, during the abstract create operation, a 
local peer binds a pipe endpoint to a pipe transport. In another embodiment, bind may occur during the open operation. 
Unbind occurs during the close operation. In one embodinhent, each peer that "opens" a group pipe may make an 

50 endpoint available (binds) to the pipe's transport. Messages are preferably only sent to one or more endpoints bound 
to the pipe. Peer merribers that have not opened the pipe preferably do not receive or send any messages on that 
pipe. In one embodiment, whien some peer software wants to accept incoming pipe messages, the receive operation 
may remove a single message in the order it was received, not in the order it was sent. In one embodiment, a peek 
operation may be used as a mechanism to see if any message(s) has arrived in the pipe's queue. 

55 [0250] In one embodiment, the pipe binding protocol may define messages including, but not limited to, a query 
message and a response message. In one embodiment, a pipe binding protocol query message may be sent by a 
peer pipe endpoint to find a pipe endpoint bound to the same pipe advertisement. The following is an example of one 
embodiment of a pipe binding protocol query message in XML, and is not intended to be limiting: 
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<?xinrversion='*l .0" ejicoding="UTF-8''?> 
<PipeBindingQuciy> 

<Credential> queiy credential </Crcdentia> 
. . <Pcer> optional tag. If present, it may include the peer identifier of the only peer that should 

answer the requesL . *' 

<vl>eer> 

. <Cached> tnie if the reply can come froni a cache </Cached> 
<PipeId> pipe identifier to be resolved <ypipeld> 
</PipeBindingQuery> 

fhf mL. iT^T^f""^"]- ^^^"^^'^^ »hat the information not be obtained from a cache. This is to obtain 

the nnost up-to-date information from a peer to address stale connection. The Peer field specifies a peer' identifier "mis 

re'ouJs. wl.r H ' p "1' *° '^''^ "^^^^^^^'^ "° S^^"'- '^^^ ' responsfto a pipe "^^09 

is not rlo iH T ' *° ^ "'"^^'"9 P^-f-^^bly. a reliable Lnspon 

may be recJved -"»'P'« '""•^-S '^-'Y —ages may be sent. None, one or multiple responses 

n°ifho..lH?!H ^ '^'"^^ "'"'^'"^ '"^^^^S^ '"^y »° »he requesting peer by each 

brndiKn n^ntn . '""^ '° ^ ''"^'^ '""''^9^- ""^^ '°"°^'"9 ^" ^''^"'P'^ °* embodiment Of a pipe 

binding protocol response message in XML. and is not intended to be limiting: 

<?xml version="l .0" encoding="lJTF-8*^ 
<PipcBiiidingAnswer> 

<Credential> credential </Crcdential> 
<PipcId> pipe id resolved </PipeId> 

<Peer> peer URJ where a corresponding InputPipe has been created <;'Peer> ' 
<Found> mie: the InputPipe does exist on the specified peer (ACK) 

false: the InputPipc does not exist on the specified peer (NACK) 

<yFound> 
"^IpeB indihgAns wer> 

Endpoint Routing Protocol 

Sni l?"h P^^^-^°-P^^^ P'«"°^"^ "^^y include an endpoint routing protocol. The endpoint routing 

to destS pe^i ' "'"^'^^ "''"^^^'"^ ^^""^'"^ sending message(s) 

10254] A peer-to-peer platform network is typically an ad hoc, multi-hops, and adaptive network by nature Connec- 
tions in the network may be transient, and message routing may be nondeterminislic. Routes ma/be uTdirectioSl 
TJr^H "^'^ '^^''"^""y- «=o^"i"nicating peers may not be directly connected 

o each other. Two communicating peers may need to use router peers to route messages depending on the ne^orS 
opology. For example, the two peers may be on different network transports, or the ?eers may be separated^; a 
oS! :7 ''''I^IT'' Translation) router. A peer behind a firewall may send a message^frecrto a P-r 

mSl T^Zt : ^'f '^^^'^''^•^ " ^'--^"y « peer behind t^e firewaH 

S to . ' ' '""^ " °' request/query messages that is processed by a routing 

«HH^ '""/^ messages to its. destination. When a peer is asked to send a message to a given pTer 

finTrn r"^' T '^^"'^ '° ^"'"""'"^ " " « '^^'^^^^ ^° ^^^'^ Peer. If the peer does no 

find a route, it may send a route resolver query message to available peer routers requesting route infon^ation A pee 
may^have access to as many peer routers as can find, or optionally a peer may be pre-configured to acc'ss certaSI 

[0256] Peer routers provide the low-level infrastructures to route a message between two peers in the network Anv 
number of peers .n a peer group may elect themselves to become peer routers for other peei. PeerJ routelnffer^he 
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ability to cache route information, as well as bridging different physical (different transport) or logical (firewall and NAT) 
networks. A peer may dynamically find a router peer via a qualified discovery search. A peer may find out If a peer It 
has discovered Is a peer router via the peer advertisement properties tag.' 

[0257] When a peer router receives a route query, if it knows the destination (a route to the destination), it nnay answer 
5 . the query by returning the route Information as an enumeration of hops. The message may be sent to the first router 
and that router may use the route information to route the message to the destination peer. The route may be ordered 
from the next hop to the final destination peer. At any point the routing information may be obsoleted, requiring the 
current router to find a new route. 
' [0258] The peer endpoint may add extra routing information to the messages sent by a peer. When a message goes 
w through a peer, the endpoint of that peer may leave its trace on the message. The trace may be used for loop detection 
and to discard recurrent messages. The trace may also be used to record new route information by peer routers. 
[0259] In one embodiment, the endpoint routing protocol may provide the last resort routing for a peer. More intelligent 
routing may be implemented by more sophisticated routing services in place of the core routing- servlcie. High-level 
routing seni/lces may manage and optimize routes more efficiently than the core service. In one embodiment, the hooks 
15 necessary for user defined routing services to manipulate and update the route table information (route advertisements) 
used by the peer router may be provided by the endpoint routing protocol. Thus, preferably complex route analysis 
and discovery may be performed above the core by high-level routing services, and those routing services may provide 
intelligent hints to the peer router to route messages. 

[0260] Router peers may cache route information. Router peers may respond to queries with available route infor- 
20 mation. Route infomnation may include a list of gateways along the route. In one embodiment, any peer may become 
a router peer by implementing the endpoint routing protocol. The following is an example of one embodiment of route 
information in XML, and is not intended to be limiting: 

25 <?xinl version=«"1.0''encoding==**UTF-8"?> 

<EndpointRouter> 

<Crcdemia> credential </C!!rcdential> 

30 ' -I 

<SrO peer identifier of the source </Src> 

<Dest> peer identifier of the destination ■*>/Dest> 

<TTL> time to live <TTL> 

35 <Gate\va>'> ordered sequence of gateway </Gateway> 
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<Gateway> ordered sequence of gateway </Gateway> 
<'EndpoinlRouter> 



[0261 ] The time-to-live parameter specifies how long this route is valid. The creator of the route can decide how long 
this route will be valid. The gateways may be defined as an ordered sequence of peer identifiers that define the route 
from the source peer to the destination peer. The sequence may not be complete, but preferably at least the first 
gateway Is present. The first gateway is sufficient to initially route the messages. The remaining gateway sequence is 
-^5 preferably optional. 

[0262] The endpoint routing protocol may provide messages including, but not limited to, a route request message 
and a route answer message from the router peer. In one embodiment, a peer may send a route request message to 
a router peer to request route information. Route Information may be cached or not cached. In some cases, the route 
query request message may Indicate to bypass the cache content and thus to search dynamically for a route. Preferably, 
50 it is not guaranteed that a route response will be received after a query is sent. The following is an example of one 
embodiment of a route query request message in XML, and is not intended to be limiting: 
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<?xnii version=**l .0" encodmg=*TJTF-8"?> 
<£ndpointRouterQuery> 

<Credcntia> credential </Credcntia> 
<Dest> peer identifier of the destination <7Dcst> 
<Cachcd> true: if the reply can be a cached reply 
. . false: if the reply must not come from' a cache 

<yCached> . 
</EndpointRouteT<3uejy> 



S rJ!!,TJZ''?T^"'- ^ P^^' ""^^ ^^"^ ^ ^"^^^^ »° « P««^ ^«Ponse to a route infor- 

to be Smmng ^ ^^'"^ " ^" °' ^'"bodiment of a route answer message in XML. and is riot intended 

<?xml vereion-"1.0" encoding="UTF-8*7> 
<EndpointRouterAnswer> 

9 

, <Credential> credential <VCrcdaitiaI> 
<De5t> peer id of the destinatioii</Dest> 

<RoutingPcer> Peer identifier of the romer that Icnow a KWe to DjestPcer <mouting^ 
<RoutingPeerAdv> Advertisement of the routing peer <;/RoutiiigPecrAdv> 
<GBteway> ordered sequence of gateways </Gateway> 



<Gatcway> ordered sequence of gateways <«3ate*ay> 
'<;/EndpointRouterAnswei> 



Routing 

[0264] A peer-to-peer platform preferably provides a mechanism or mechanisms for searching and accessing peers 
peer groups, content, semces and other information in a dynamic topology of peers and peer groups, where peers 
Mm^do n'T"''', T T^r"'' ^-^bodiment, peers and peer groups may come and go potentially with 

iimrted or no control and notification. Peers may connect to a peer-to-peer network through various wired and wiretess 

PDAS "per" ' rTT'''" ''""'"'^'^ ^^"^^ "^^y "^^^ '^^''"^ consume?devices such as pagj; and 
THH^LrT 77 ^^ ° boundaries, for example boundaries created by firewalls and NAT (Network 

Address Translation) routers, to connect to other peers. U^eiwore 

?!fm?„f fn ^PP'"=^^'°"^^«* ^"PP°rts the peer-to-peer platfomi preferably is able to help In routing and discovering 
exam.! J IVTTT " " ^° «^'=°'^P''^h -^^'^"9 discovering may be only known by the application, ft 
toT^^J f ^PP"^^'.°" '"^y f PP°^ ^ ^P^^'^l 'yP^ °f data as content, and so the application may best "know- how 
^^TZ727 T T^'^^^r'^^'- application may have a better knowledge of the topology (rented to 

the nature of the application and/or peer group) than the core peer-to-peer platform ay i 

[0266] In one embodiment, in order to bootstrap the system, and also in order to have a fallback mechanism if an 

anS rou;:; " '"'^"^'^ °' °' '''''' peer-to-peer protocols may provfde a dfsToIer; 

nrn^,n TK T'^^"'""^ discovering peers and other core abstractions such as advertisements, pipes, and pe2^ 
?s sZle ^nfr^T'^ ' T'^ T"'^^^"'^"^ peer-,o-peer platform preferably uses as few protoccSs as poss^le 
IS simple, and makes use of underlying optimizations when available. Hooks into the core discovery and router mech- 
exairL nr°' ''f applications and services may participate in the discoveo^ and router mechaiir fSr 

example, by passing mfomnation to the core discovery and router mechanism. In one embodiment an application o 
service rrjay be allowed to oven-ide the core discovery and router mechanism with its own custom mecha'n ism 
[0267] In one embodiment, the core discovery and router mechanism may be based on web crawling Web crawlina 
TLnf " " self-organizing networks such as peer-to-peer networks. In one embodimem peers r^S 

be configured to participate or not to participate in the discovenr and router mechanism, and may be configured aMo 
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the level of involvement in the process In one embodiment, a peer may decide whether to participate in a discovery or 
routing task depending on^the peer's configuration in the peer-to-peer network. In one embodiment, the configuration 
may be determined using an automated detection of the position of the peer on the network and a network configuration 
wizard tool. 

.5 . [0268]' Web crawling may not create bottlenecks such as may be created by the mechanism of a client knowing a 
server and always going to the same server to find andVetrieve Information (e.g. DNS, NFS etc.). Even if a server is 
replicated, like DNS, it Is still a centralized server. If all the known instances of the server are not reachable, a client 
may lose access to the server, even if another (but unknown) server Is, Indeed, available. In a point-to-point network, 
the information a peer Is looking for is generally "close by" or may eventually be "close by", so web crawling may not 

10 go too far. 

[0269] Figure 1 8 illustrates several core components and how they Interact for discovery and routing according to 
one embodiment. Application 300 may use discovery 308 to find peers, peer groups, advertisements, and other entitles 
on the peer-to-peer network, and may also publish pipe, peer, peer group, service, and other advertisements for access 
by other peers, applications and services on the peer-to-peer network. In one embodiment, the endpoint 310 may be 

IS responsible for exchanging messages between peers that are directly "connected" to each other (i.e. the peers can 
reach each other without any routing and/or discovering). When available, multicast may be used to discover peers 
that the endpoint can reach (multicast is a mechanism which has been Introduced in IP in order to optimize this kind 
of process). In addition to that, or when multicast is not available, A rendezvous and Invitation mechanism may also 
be provided. The rendezvous and invitation method may be used, for example,. If multicast Is not available. For example, 

20 HTTP does not provide multicast capabilities. 

[0270] The endpoint router 312 may manage a cache of routes, for example routes to remote peers. In one embod- 
iment, the endpoint router 312 may be configured from caching no routes to caching all routes it is aware of, depending 
on what the configuration wizard has decided with user control. The endpoint router 312 may also forward (route) 
messages depending on what is found in the cache, and what has been configured. For instance, the endpoint router 

25 312 may be configured to route search (propagate) requests or to not route the requests. 

[0271] In one embodiment, the generic resolver 308 Is a protocol that implements a sort of RPC (query/response) 
protocol on top of the endpoint 310.' Discovery 306 and pipe resolver 304 may use the generic resolver. In one em- 
bodiment, discovery 306 may be responsible for searching, caching and generating core advertisements (e.g. peer, 
peer, group, and pipe advert iserrients). Discovery 306 may use the generic resolver 308 to send qu^ry messages and 

30 to receive answers. In one erhbodiment, discovery 306 rhay be aware of rendezvous peers and may have an invitation 
mechanlsrn that may be used to assist the generic resolver 308. In one embodiment, the pipe resolver 304 may be 
responsible for localizing the receiving end of a pipe 302 given a pipe advertisement. In one embodiment, the pipe 
resolver 304 does not search for a pipe advertisement. In one embodiment, the pipe resolver 304 may be configured 
to manage a cache of the locations of the receiving ends (i.e. receiving peers) of the pipe 302. 

35 [0272] The pipe protocol may use the endpoint 31 0 for transferring messages (with the potential help of the endpoint 
router 312) between the sending end of the pipe 302, and the receiving end of the pipe 302. In one embodiment, a 
pipe 302 may be viewed as an endpoint 31 0 that has not been bound to a particular peer. In one embodiment, a pipe 
302 may be moved seamlessly from one peer to another. In one embodiment, a pipe 302 may also provides uniqueness 
that may not be provided by an endpoint 31 0 since a pipe identifier is unique In time and space, and an endpoint 310, 

40 being a network address, may not be. 

[0273] A discovery and router mechanism based on web crawling may be time-expensive, and higher level protocols 
(such as applications) may have information that the core is not aware of that may help in the web crawling process. 
In one embodiment, to enable applications to participate in the process, components of the core mechanism may 
provide hooks that enable the applications to assist in the process (e.g. by providing information). Some transport 

45 . protocols such as HTTP may be configured for and/or dynamically learn about web rendezvous peers it can uise. An 
application may be provided access to the list of rendezvous peers. In one embodiment, an application may be allowed 
to set/unset routes in an endpoint router 312. Each route may be qualified to route or not route propagate messages 
such as web crawling messages and/ or unicast messages. The endpoint router 31 2 may be viewed as a route cache 
manager, which is may be controlled by an endpoint 310 and/or other entities that may need to control It. In one 

50 embodiment, an endpoint router 31 2 may be able to discover unknown routes from applications. In one embodiment, 
discovery 308 may be configured (statically and/or dynamically) to control the nature and the amount of data that it 
manages. In one embodiment, discovery 308 may be taught where to go search, or where not to go search. In one 
embodiment, discovery 308 may make an "upcall" to a search/retrieve mechanism. In one embodiment, a pipe resolver 
304 may manage a cache of Input pipes (receiving ends). In one embodiment, pipe resolver 304 may be accessed by 

55 applications to set/unset entrjes In the cache. 
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[0274] Figure 19 illustrates one embodiment of message routing in a peer-to-peer network that uses the o^^r tn 

ITeZTr f H " ^""^^ ^''^ "^^^ communicate with ea'ch «lgh^^^^^^^ 

peers 244, In one embod.ment, message routing may route messages to "unreachable" peers, i.e may alL m^s™ 

NA? r ' Hhh ''''' '''' ^^^"""'^^ unreachable. Networks may be paZnedT"^^^^^^^^^ 

n.^ Z Z ^^'^ Translation) routers, etc. Message routing may allow messages to be delivered in partroned 
oiTni M T^\T.r''"^ P'^" separated by one or more paSitions to pa^ n thT^^^^^^ 

peer group{s).21 0. Message routing preferably provides optimized message delivery, for example by omf^zln^^^^^^ 
between peers 200. Message routing preferably allows for an adaptive peer-to-peeTnetworkT g peei^av ^ 

. [0275] One embodiment may provide for HTTP routing servers. In one embodiment. HTTP routers mav orovide for 
mSM^°p In one embodiment, HTTP routers may provide NAT support 7n one er^boS ' 

t^rsysl^" " " "'^^^^^ ^'^"^^ T° Live (how iong the ^est Te^s in 

• po ."^^^ widespread use of NAT (Netv^ork Address Translation) and firewalls may affect the operation of manv 
canncTd f"!' peer-to-peer platfom,. In particular, a peer outside a firewaH or a NAT IZZ 

cannot d scover peers .ns.de the firewall or the NAT gateway. In the absence of getting system administrato.^ toTe^ ' 
the peer-to-peer platform traffic through (say by opening a special incoming port It the firewall or Sewal^^^^^^ 
methods to deal with this problem include, but are not limited to: gateway), possible 

. In one embodiment, peers inside firewalls may be asked to initiate connections to peers outside the firewall 
. n one embodiment, peer nodes may be set up that operate like mailbox offices where traffic to a peer 3e the 
c^ln up to be picked up at a designated relay peer outside th^ firewall. The peer insSle t^e iSwaS 

can initially reach outs.de the firewall, select a relay peer, and widely advertise this fact. 

[0277] Later, it can periodically contact the relay peer to retrieve messages 

SI °^ the peer-to-peer platfomn may provide router peers. The router peers may be at a lower 

level than rendezvous peers. The router peers may provide "pure" message routing. By looking atlhrdestinationTnd 

peer may call or access a rendezvous peer to "discover infom^ation about peers, etc. In other words tJ^ route pee 
Tnll^^T °" ''^""^ rendezvous peer to use the Info'miation in routing messages ■ ^ 

[0279] In one eiribodiment. router peers may provide the lowest message routing layer in the peer-to-oeer Diatform 
f?r°lT,f T f P'«- the routing peers may provide a Ithort^ route aSoss a 
.rewall particularly from peers outside the firewall to peers inside the firewall. A peer cannot send a messLqeXectl^ 

oeLTr^'lT? " J ""'^^ ''^^^ "^^y - '"'^'-^ ^°^^^^on. a peer oCtside the firewa to a 

nZ I T 7 ,^ P^^*" ""^^ messages to a gateway peer (a mailbox sen/er where messles for 

peers behind the firewall may be temporarily stored). In one embodiment, the ga eway peer may be a rom^^^^^^^ 
dLerST- ' ''"T ''""^ '"^y P--''--"y Po" the mailboxes provided by the gSy peer to 

determine .f someone has tried to contact them (i.e. are there any messages in my mailbox^ Note t^at a "dIdS 

an°a?suactir"''°r' " l''^'!' ''''' ""^^^^^ ^^"^'"^ P^-'^^'^ router peers and thus a prpe maTbe 
Thifh the .L. " P"^^"' ^"^^P'^ P^^^ °PP°«*te sides of a f rewall through 

wh.ch the peers may communicate. At the lowest level, one or more router peers may discover and establish the actual 
communications route between the peers. This level, however, may be transparent to the peers wtotly W the 

fhff SI- ^'"h^odiment a router peer may build a route table. The router peer may keep information about routes 

tab L aboTr 17 T •'^^ P««^ t° "-'d - knowledge bLe She roS 

Lee^ n network topology as more messages flow on the system. This infonnation may be used by he router 

other pee" ' ""'"'"^ '"^^ "^'^^^^^ '--ase its ability to reach 

[0281] A router peer may access another router peer it is aware of to get route information The route informatior, 
lln'theTf ' ' T'^' °' destinations (and the routes to the destinations). In^ne emboZenrthe S^^^^^^ 
rnaf on the router peer stores on a particular route may be incomplete, because the router peer may only know abom 
the route up to a certain point. For example, the router peer may know about a first portion of a route uo to IrSh! 
router peer, which knows about the next portion of the route and so on ^ 
IScol" p"^ ^'"''°^*"^^"t- ^^ch peer has a unique peer ID that is independent of, and is not assigned to fixed 
addresses. Peers may move around. Therefore, the peer-.o-peer network topology ma; be dynamic, and may change 
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every time a peer goes away or moves. Thus, the routing method provided by the router peers is preferably dynamic 
to support the dynamic topology. When a peer moves and" reconnects, the peer is recognized as the same peer that 
was previously connected elsewhere in the network. This process may use the unique ID of the' peer to indicate that 
. the peer is the same one that was previously connected elsewhere. In one example, when a peer moves, it may go 

5 through a discovery process to discover peers and rendezvous peers in its new local subnet or region. If the peer 
wishes to join a peer group that It used at its previous location, it may then attempt to discover other peers that have 
knowledge of the peer group or other peers in the peer group. The message may be passed through several router 
peers until it may reach a router peer that has knowledge about the peer grouiD (e.g. a route to the peer group) to return 
to the requesting peer. For example, a user with a laptop may fly from a home office to another city. When the user 

10 connects to the network in the other city, a route may be established, through ^he services provided by router peers, 
to the home office network peer group. The user may then access email and other services provided by the peer group. 
•From the user's standpoint, this process may seem automatic. For example, the user may not be required to "dial in" 
or-connect remotely to an ISP to access the office as is required in typical networks using static addressing. 
[0283] In one embodiment, when a peer becomes a router peer, it may access a stored route table as a starting 

15 point. In one embodiment, the peer may start from scratch with an empty route table. In one embodiment, the peer, 
when it becomes a router peer, may initiate ai discovery of other router peers and/or rendezvous peers to get as much 
connectivity information to key peers in the network as possible. 

[0284] In one embodiment, every peer may have knowledge of at least one router peer. In one embodiment, there 
may be a "universal router" that many or all peers may be aware of that may be accessed when a peer cannot find 
20 anyone. The. universal router may be able to put the peer into contact with somebody (e.g. another peer) to help in the 
bootstrapping process. • 

Security i 

25 [0285] The security requirements of a P2P system are very similar to any other computer system. The three dominant 
requirements are confidentiality, integrity, and availability. These translate into specific functionality requirements that 
include authentication', access control, audit, encryption, secure communication, and non-repudiation. Such require- 
ments are usually satisfied with a suitable security model or architecture, which is commonly expressed in terms of 
subjects, objects, and actions that subjects can perform on objects. For example, UNIX has a simple security model. 

30 Users are subjects. Files are objects. Whether a subject can read, write, or execute an object depends on whether the 
subject has permission as expressed by the permissions mode specified forihe object. However, at lower levels within 
the system, the security model is expressed with integers, in terms of UID, GID, and the permission mode. Here, the 
low-level, system mechanisms do not (need to) understand the concept of a user and do not (need to) be involved in 
how a user is authenticated and what UID and GID they are assigned. 

35 [0286] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform protocols may be compatible with widely accepted transport 
layer security mechanisms for message-based architectures such as Secure Sockets Layer (SSL) and Internet Protocol 
Security (IPSec). However, secure transport protocols such as SSL and IPSec only provide the integrity and confiden- 
tiality of message transfer between two communicating peers. In orderto provide secure transfer in multi-hops network, 
a trust association may be established among all the intermediary peers. Security is compromised if anyone of the 

40 communication links is not secured. 

[0287] The peer-to-peer platform security model may be implemented to provide a P2P web of trust. The web of 
trust may be used to exchange public keys among its members. Each peer group policy may permit some members 
to be trusted to the extent that they have the authority to sign public keys for other members as well as to do things 
like authenticate, add new members, and remove or revoke membership. 

45 [0288] Embodiments may implement security classes for the RSA public key exchange, the RC4 byte stream cipher, 
and the SHA-1 hash algorithm, among others. These classes may enable privacy by the means of a P2P TLS imple- 
mentation; integrity with signed hashes; non-repudiation using the web of trust; and MACs for data authenticity. Com- 
binations of these classes may form security suites, and the peer-to-peer platform provides the mechanism to add new 
customized suites as required. 

50 [0289] In some embodiments, for peer group authentication a separate Pluggable Authentication Module (PAM) may 
be provided. Embodiments may provide anonymous or guest login, and login with user name and password. A login 
session may be in clear or cipher-text as per the peer group security policy. 

[0290] The security module may be available to the core level, and thus services, applications and advanced services 
and applications may plug in their own security components and protocols. For example, the web of trust may be 
55 defined by a policy that requires authorized peer group members to be well-known certificate authorities, and that peers 
exchange X509v3 CA signed certificates. 

[0291] Given that the peer-to-peer platform is defined around the concepts of peers and peer groups, one embodi- 
ment may include a security architecture in which peer IDs and group IDs are treated as low-level subjects (just like 
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arid coda?s'°^' ''""^^^ ^'^^'^'^ ""^ ^"'^ ^"""""^ operations on peers, peer groups. 

[0292] The term "codat" as used.herein refers to any computer content - code, data, applications, or other collection 
o computer representable resources. The peer-to-peer protocol preferably does not distinguish among different types 
.irrT'^^h . ""^Z ^'T"^ °" ^ computer and shared among peers in a peer group. Examples of "codat" include 
text fries, photographs, applets, executable files, serialized Java objects. SOAP messages, etc. Codats are the ele 
mentary unit of infomiation that is exchanged among peers, in this embodiment, given that codats may have arbitrary 
forms and properties, it may not be clear v^hat sets of actions should be defined for them. In one embodiment the 
codats may carry or include definitions of how they should be accessed. Such codats are analogous to objects which 
define for themselves access methods others can invoke. 

[0293] One or more of several other characteristics of the peer-to-peer platform may further affect the security re- 
quirements of the peer-to-peer platfomi. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may be focused on mechanisms 
and not policy For example. UUIDs are used throughout, but they by themselves have no external meaning Without 
additional naming and binding services. UUIDs are just numbers that do not correspond to anything like a user or a 
principal. Therefore, the peer-to-peer platform preferably does not define a high-level security model such as informa- 
ion flow. Bell-LaPadula, or Chinese Wall. In one embodiment, when UUIDs are bound to e!:trrnatna;;es ^ entmes 

or rJTmnll"? rr-"' °' "'"'''"9 "^^ P'«<='"9 data field security attributes, 

or exan^ple. digital signatures that testify to the tmstworthiness of the binding. Once this binding is established au^ 
hentication of the principal, access control based on the principal as well as the prevailing security policy and other 
functions such as resource usage accounting may be performed k a ly po"cy. ana oiner 

fjf nlr P^^V*° P^^^ P'f^'"" preferably neutral to cryptographic schemes and security algorithms. As such, 
the peer-to-peer platfomi preferably does not mandate any specific security solution. In such cases a framework mav^ 
n^ZZT.^Z Z% T ^^""""^ "'"99^'* embodiment, hooks and placeholders may be 

rrlTnin- T.T. f''"'''^ implemented. For example, every message may have a designated 

credential field that may be used to place security-related information. In one embodiment, exactly how to Interpret 

" ^^""^^ ''^ peer-to-peer platfom,. and may be left to services and application^ 
[0295] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may sometimes satisfy security requirements at different levels 
of the system. To allow maximum flexibility and avoid redundancy, the peer-to-peer platform preferably does not force 
a particular implementation on developers. Instead, preferably, enhanced platforms based on the peer-to-peer platform 
may provide the appropriate security solutions to their targeted deployment environment. To illustrate the last point 
two security concerns (comnnunications security and anonymity) are examined 

[0296] Peers communicate through pipes. As an example, suppose both confidentiality and integrity in the commu- 
nications channel are desired. In one embodiment, Virtual Private Networks (VPNs) may be used to rnove all networic 
traffic. In one embodiment, a secure version of the pipe may be created, similar to a protected tunnel such that any 
m!! h^^lT^T ° t''!? '! ^'"^ ^^'"'"^"'^^"y ^^^^^^^d. m one embodiment, regularcommunications mechanisms 
may be used, and specific data payloads may be protected with encryption techniques and digital signatures. Embod- 

. Peer-lo-peer platform may accommodate one or more of these and other possible solutions 
[0297] Anonymity does not mean the absence of identity. Indeed, sometimes a certain degree of identification is 
unavoidable. For example, a cell phone number or a SIM card identification number cannot be kept anonymous be 
cause It IS needed by the phone company to authorize and set up calls. As another example, the IP number of a 
compu er cannot be hidden from its nearest gateway or router if the computer wants to send and receive networi. . 
traffic. In general, anonymity can be built on top of identity, but not vice versa. There may be multiple ways to ensure 
anonymity. In the examples above, it is difficult to link a prepaid SIM card sold over the retail counter for cash to the 

t^I^o^ t!?i^ ,H T"' ^ """^P^'^'^^ aaxe^^y or router may help hide the computer's true IP address from 

the outside world by using message relays or NAT (Network Address Translation) 

[0298] In one embodiment, a peer-to-peer platform-based naming service may bind a peer to a human user The 
user^s anonymity may be ensured through the naming service, or the authentication service, or a proxy service or any 
Son Pear-to-peer platfomi is preferably independent of the solution chosen by a particular ap 

[0299] At many places, the peer-to-peer platform is preferably independent of specific security approaches In one 
embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may provide a comprehensive set of security primitives to support the security 
solutions used by various peer-to-peer platform services and applications. Embodiments of the peer-to-peer platform 
may provide one or more security primitives including, but not limited to: ^' 

. A simple crypto library supporting hash functions (e.g., MD5), symmetric encryption algorithms (e g RC4) and 

asymmetric crypto algorithms (e.g., Diffie-Hellman and RSA). 
* ';«"^ewori< that is modeled after PAM (Pluggable Authentication Module, first defined for the 

UNIX platfomi and later adopted by the Java security architecture). 
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• A simple password-based login scheme that, like other authentication modules, can be plugged into the PAM 
framework. / ' 

• A simple access control mechanism based on peer groups, where a rhember of a group is automatically granted 
access to all data offered by another member for sharing, whereas non-members cannot access such data. . 

, 5 , • . A transport security mechanism that Is modeled after SSL7TLS, with the exception that it is impossible to perform 
a handshake, a crypto strength negotiation, or a two-way authentication on a single pipe, as a pipe is unidirectional. 

• The demonstration services called InstantP2P and CMS (content management service) also make use of additional 
security features provided by the underlying Java platform. . 

10 [0300] In one embodiment, peers, configurations, peer groups, and pipes fornn the backbone of the peer-to-peer 
platform. Security in some embodiments of the peer-to-peer platform may use credentials and authehticators (code 
(e.g. computer-executable instructions) that may be used to receive messages that either request a new credential or 
request that an -existing credential-be validated). A credential is a token that when presented in a message body is 
used to identify a sender and can be used to verify that sender's right to send the message to the specified endpoint 

IS and other associated capabilities of the sender. The credential is an opaque token that must be presented each time 
a message is. sent. The sending address placed in the message envelope may be crosschecked with the sender's 
identity in the credential. In one embodiment, each credential's implementation may be specified as a plug-ih config- 
uration, which allows multiple authentication configurations to co-exist on the same network. 

[0301] Preferably, all messages include, at a minimum, a peer group credential that identifies the sender of the 
20 message as a full member peer in the peer group in good standing. Membership credentials may be used that define 
a member's rights, privileges, and role within the peer group. Content access and sharing credentials may also be 
used that define a member's rights to the content stored within the group. 

[0302] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platfomri may provide different levels of security. In one embodiment, 
APIs may be provided to access well known security mechanisms such as RCA. In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer 

25 platform may provide a distributed security mechanism in a peer-to-peer environrrient. In one. embodiment, this dis- 
tributed security may not depend on ceilif icates administered by a central authority. The distributed security mechanism 
may allow a peer group "web of trust" to be generated. In the distributed security mechanism, peers may serve as 
certificate authorities (security peers). Each peer group may include one or more peers that may serve as a certificate 
authority in the group. In one embodiment, the creator of a peer group may become the default stecurity authority in 

30 the group. In one embodiment, if there is more than one creator, the creator peers may choose one of the peers to be 
the security authority in the group. In one embodiment, the peer or peers. that create a peer group may define the 
security methods that are to be used within the group (anywhere from no security to high levels of security). In one 
embodiment, more than one peer in a peer group may serve as a security peer. Since peers are not guaranteed to be 
up at all times, having multiple security peers in a peer group may help insure that at least one security peer is available 

35 at all times. In one embodiment, the peer group's certificate peer may verify keys to provide a weak level of trust In 
one embodiment, peer-to-peer platform advertisements may include information to describe the security mechanism 
(s) to be used in a peer group. For example, the advertisement may include information to do public key exchange, 
infomnation to indicate what algorithms are to be used, etc. The advertisement may also include information that may 
be used to enforce secure information exchange on pipes (e.g. encryption infomnation). 

40 [0303] In one embodiment, peer group security may establish a "social contracr. The role of security is distributed 
across peer groups, and across members of peer groups, that all agree to participate by the rules. A peer group may 
establish the set of rules by which security in the group is. enforced. A peer may join the peer group with a low level of 
security clearance (low trust). If the peer stays in the group and behaves (follows the rules), the peer may build up its 
level of trust within the group, and may eventually be moved up in its security level. Within peer groups operating under 

45 a social contract, certificates and/or public keys may be exchanged without the participation of a strict certificate au- 

- ■ thority; i.e. the members may exchange certificates based upon their trust in each other. In one embodiment, a peer 
group may use an outside challenge (e.g. a secret group password) that may be encrypted/decrypted with public/ 
private keys, as a method to protect and verify messages within the group. In one embodiment, peer groups may be 
configured to use other types of security, including a high level of security, for example using a strict certificate authority, 

50 and even no security, in one embodiment, peer-to-peer platform messages exchanged within a group may have a 
"placeholder" for security credentials. This placeholder may be used for different types of credentials, depending upon 
the security implementation of the particular group. In one embodiment, all peer-to-peer messages within the group 
may be required to have the embedded credential. One embodiment may support private secure pipes. 

55 Peer-to-peer platform Firewalls and Security 

[0304] The peer-to-peer platform may provide one or more methods for traversing firewalls. Figure 20 illustrates 
traversing a firewall 248 in a virtual private network when access is initiated from outside only according to one em- 
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bodiment. Peers 200 on either side of the firewall 248 may each belong to one or more peer groups. In one embodiment 
entry may be restricted to peers 200 with access privileges. In this example, peers 200A and 200B have access priv- 
ileges, but peer200C does not. Thus, peers 200A and 200B may access peers 200D and 200E through firewall 248 
In one embodiment, HTTP "tunnels" may be used, with proxies 246 in the "DM2" of the firewall 248 
(0305] Figure 21 illustrates email exchange through a firewall 248 via an email gateway 260 according to one em- 
bodiment. In this example, peers 200A and 200B outside the firewall 248 may exchange messages to peers 260C and 
200D via the email gateway 260. In one embodiment, there may be an SMTP (Simple Mail Transfer Protocol) service 
262 on each peer 200. In one embodiment, 100% peer-to-peer access may not be guaranteed. In one embodiment 
inside the firewall 248. mail account administration rfiay Impose restrictions. In one embodiment, email addresses mav 
not be required for all peers 200 outside of the firewall 248. ■ . 

[0306] Figure 22 illustrates several methods of traversing a firewall 248 when access is initiated from the inside 
according to one embodiment. One or more peers 200 may be inside the firewall 248, and one or more peers 200 may 
be outside the firewall 248. In one embodiment, each peer 200 that needs to traverse firewall 248 may include a 
mini-HTTP server In this embodiment, an HTTP proxy may be used to provide peer-to-peer HTTP tunnels 264 throuqH 

firewall 248. In one embodiment, Secure Shell (SSH) tunnels 266 may be used to traverse firewall 248. One embodiment 
may support SOCKS connections 268 if SOCKS is supported in the firewall 248. SOCKS Is typically used to telnetmp 
to the "outside". Other embodiments may include other methods of traversing firewalls. 

[0307] In one embodiment, peer-to-peer platform core protocols may be used for firewall traversal In one embodi- 
ment, the impact on the peer-to-peer protocol core may be minimized in the traversal method. In one embodiment 
peers preferably use the "pure" core protocols for traversal whenever possible. In embodiments where the core pro- 
tocols need to be extended for traversal, a "divide and conquer^ technique is preferably used. In a divide and conquer 
technique, any new configurations (policies) are preferably isolated behind the firewall. A proxy or proxies may then 
be used to mediate with and bridge to the core protocols. 

[0308] Preferably, peers on either side of the firewall may initiate peer group contact with full peer-to-peer protocol 
implementation including, but not limited to, the ability to initiate peer group discovery, the ability to join /leave peer 
groups, and the ability to create end-to-end pipes (cipher text data exchange when required) 

[0309] Figure 23 illustrates one embodiment of a peer-to-peer platform proxy service 270, and shows various aspects 
of the operation of ttie proxy service. One or more peers 200 may be inside a firewall 248, and one or more peers 200 
may be outside the firewall 248. Peer-to-peer platform proxy service 270 is also shown outside the firewall 248 Proxy 
service 270 may be used to enable peer 200 and peer group contact across firewall 248. Firewall 248 may include an 
email gateway 260. In one embodiment, the proxy service 270 may be used to bridge peer-to-peer platfbrm protocols 
272 with HTTP 274. email 276 and/or SOCKS 278. The proxy service 270 may allow peers 200 to send requests to 
communicate across firewall 248. Through the proxy setvibe.270. peer-to-peer platform messages may be posted for 
. delivery ^across the firewall 248. In one embodiment, the proxy service 270 may allow secure pipes to be established 
35 across' the firewall 248 as necessary. 

[0310] Figure 24 illustrates a method of using a proxy service for peer group registration according to one embodi- 
ment. The proxy service may permit firewall-independent peer group membership. Three peer regions 212 are shown 
with two (region 212A and 2128) on one side of firewall 248 and one (region 212C) on the other side of firewall 248' 
A peer group 210 may be established that extends across the firewall 248 into regions 21 2A. 2128 and 21 2C One or 
more peers 200 In each region 212 may be members of the peer group 210. 

[0311] Figure 25 illustrates peer group registration across a firewall according to one embodiment Peer region 212A 
IS shown outside of a firewall 248 and peer region 2128 is behind the firewall 248. Peer region 212A includes a peer- 
to-peer platform proxy service 270 and several peers 200. In one embodiment, a peer 200 may be serving as a proxy 
peer that provides the proxy service 270. Peer region 21 28 includes several peers 200 behind the firewall 248 At 
some point, peer 200D in peer region 21 28 may form a peer group 21 0. An advertisement for the peer group 21 0 may 
be registered on the proxy service 270 in the region 21 2A. One or more peers 200 in region 212A may be notified of 
the newly registered peer group 200 by the proxy service 270. In one embodiment, the proxy service may also notify 
other known peer-to-peer platform proxy sen/ices In this or other regions 212, who in turn may notify other proxy 
services, and so on.. Peers 200 in region 21 2A may then apply for membership in peer group 200 
[0312] Figure 26 illustrates a method of providing peer group membership through a peer-to-peer platform proxy 
service according to one embodiment. Peer regions 21 2A and 2128 are shown outside of a firewall 248 and peer 
region 21 2C is behind the firewall 248. The two peer group regions 212 outside the firewall 248 each include a proxy 
service 270. At least one of the peers (peer 200F, in this example) in region 2120 behind the firewall belongs to a peer 
group 210. The peer group 210 may be registered with the proxy services 270 in the regions 21 2A and 2128 outside 
the firewall 248. A peer 200 in either of the regions outside the firewall may join the peer group 200 by proxy throuqh 
the proxy service 270 in its region 212. Peers 200 in the regions 212 outside the firewall 248 that are members of the 
peer group 210 may also leave the peer group 210 through the proxy service 270. Membership infomiation (e q in- 
cluded in peer group advertisements) for the peer group 200 may be synchronized on all known proxy services 270 
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outside the firewall 248. In one embodiment, a proxy service 270 may be a member peer of at! locally registered peer 
groups 200, ' . / 

[0313] Several levels of authentication may be provided in one or more-embodiments of the peer-to-peer platfomn. 
Anonymous login may be provided in one embodiment. In one embodiment, a plain text login (user or user and pass- 

5 word) may be provided. Iri one embodiment, login with privacy may be provided. In this embodiment, public key ex- 
change may be used and/or a symmetric master key. The login' process preferably returns a credential to the joining 
peer so that the peer nrlay bypass the login process until the credential expires. One embodiment may provide a public 
key chain that may be used by registered users to eliminate public key exchanges and thus provides unauthenticated 
access. On embodiment may provide secure public key exchange with signed certificates. 

10 [0314] Figures 27 A and 27B illustrate a method of providing privacy in the peer-to-peer platform according to one 
. embodiment. Figure 27A shows a peer region 212 with peers 200A and 200B and a peer-to-peer platform proxy siervice 
• 270. Peers 200A and 200B may fetch and cache public keys from a public key chain 280 of the proxy service 270. The 
cached public keys preferably have expiration dates. Peers 200A and/or 2008 may compute a master secret key for 
one or more of the public keys. Using the keys, ciphertext may be exchanged between peers 200A and 2008 In privacy 

IS as illustrated in Figure 278. 

[0315] The peer-to-peer platform may include one or more methods for providing data integrity in the peer-to-peer 
environment. These methods may be used to insure that what is sent is what is received. One embodiment may use, 
a standard hash on data (e.g. Secure Hash Algorithm (SHA-1) as defined by the Secure Hash Standard of the Federal 
Information Processing Standards Publication 1 80-1 ). A weak form and/or a strong form may be used in embodiments. 

20 In one embodiment, the weak form may use a public key ring and symmetric master to sign data. This method may 
work best between two peers each having he other's public key. In one erhbodiment, the strong form may use a sym- 
metric key algorithm such as RSA (Rivest-Shamir-Adleman) and certificate authorities. In one embodiment, the peer- 
to-peer platform may provide a proxy public certificate authority service. The authority service may create, sign and 
distribute certificates (e.g. X509 certificates) for all peers on a public key chain. The proxy service's public key is 

25 preferably resident on each proxied peier. Other embodiments may utilize other integrity methods. 

[0316] Figures 28A and 288 illustrate one embodiment of a method for using a peer-to-peer platform proxy service 
as a certificate authority. Figure 28A illustrates a peer region 212 with several peers 200 and a proxy service 270. The 
proxy service 270 may distribute signed certificates in response to peer requests as required. The peers 200 may 
validate the proxy service 270 signature using a proxy service public key. As illustrated in Figure 288, when exchanging 

30 content with other peers 200, a peer 200 may sign the content with the destination peer's public key and distribute the 
cipher text. . > . 

Bootstrapping mechanism 

35 [0317] In the absence of an application, the peer-to-peer platform preferably provides a mechanism that may be 
used to discover basic core abstractions (e.g. peer, peer groups, advertisements, pipes). This basic mechanism is 
needed for bootstrapping a system, and so may be referred to as a bootstrapping mechanism. For example, if a user 
just downloaded a binary image that enables a device to becorhe a . peer in a peer-to-peer network that implements 
the peer-to-peer platform, the bootstrapping mechanism may be used to discover core abstractions since the "fresh" 

40 system may not have knowledge of or access to higher- level services. 

[0318] The tasks of searching, discovering, and/or routing in a peer-to-peer network may be complicated. There are 
many different types of content, and there may not be a generic to best accomplish those tasks for all types of content. 
Therefore, letting an application or higher-level service perform these high-level search may be preferable, while pro- 
viding simple, small, mechanisms for bootstrapping peer-to-peer platform-enabled applications. 

"^5 [031 9] The policies and/or protocols used by the core in order to achieve this bootstrapping are preferably as simple 
as possible and preferably may be implemented and used on a wide variety of platforms (e.g. PDAs, pagers, smart 
appliances, laptops, workstationis, clusters of servers, etc.) and in a variety of network topologies. For example, some 
peers may not use TCP/IP, and some may not be connected to the Internet. The bootstrapping mechanism may be 
used as a fallback mechanism when nothing else is useable (e.g. in case of a failure of higher lever services). The 

50 bootstrapping mechanism is preferably highly configurable. In one embodiment, configuration "wizards" may be used 
for automatic configuration of the bootstrapping mechanism. 

[0320] In one embodiment, other services (e.g. higher-level services and/or optional services) and applications may 
take over control of the bootstrapping mechanism. In one embodiment, the core protocols may provide an API or APIs 
to allow the service and/or application to dynamically teach and/or reconfigure the core policies. In one embodiment, 
55 a service or application may dynamically overload (i.e. replace) the core policies. For example, this may be done when 
the design of the application is so dependant on a specific algorithm that it cannot handle the default core policies. 
[0321] Providing the bootstrapping mechanism in the peer-to-peer platform may help to allow the peer-to-peer plat- 
form to be used straight "out of the box", and/or to be easily configured and installed, for use with a peer-to-peer 
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platform-enabled application. . 
Peer Monitoring and Metering 

[0322] Peer monitoring may include the capability to closely keep track of a (local or remote) peer's status to control 
the behavior of a peer and to respond to actior^s on the part of a peer. These capabilities may be useful, for example 
when a peer network wants to offer premium services wit'h a number of desirable properties such as reliability scalability' 
and guaranteed response time. For example, a failure in the peer system is preferably detected as soon as possible 
so that corrective actions can be taken. It may be preferable to shut down an erratic peer and transfer its responsibilities 
■ to another peer . * . . 

[0323] Peer metering may include the capability to accurately account for a peer's activities, in particular its usage 
of valuable resources. Such a capability is essential if the network economy is to go beyond flat-rate services Even 
for providers offering flat rate sen^ices, it is to their advantage to be able to collect data and analyze usage patterns in 
order to be convinced that a flat rate structure is sustainable and profitable. 

[0324] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform may provide monitoring and metering through the peer infor- 
mation protocol, where a peer can query another peei- for data such as up time and amount of data hahdied Security 
IS important in peer monitoring and metering. In one embodiment, a peer may choose to authenticate any command 
It receives. Iri one embodiment, a peer may decide to not answer queries from suspect sources. 

Peer-to-Peer Platform shell application 

[0325] One embodiment of the peer-to-peer platform may include a shell application as a development environment 
built on top of the platfomi. In one embodiment, the shell application may provide interactive access to the peer-to- 
peer platfonn via a simple command line interface. With the shell, shell scripts may be written The shell may be 
executed in a networked environment. A user command in the shell may generate a sequence of message exchanges 
between a set of peers, with some computation occurring on remote peer nodes, and with the answer being returned 
to the user of the shell. Using the shelL peer-to-peer core building blocks such as peers, peer groups, pipes and codats 
may be manipulated. Codats are units of contents that can hold both code and data. For example, a user 'through the 
shell, can publish, search, and execute codats. discover peers or peer groups, create pipes to connect two peere and 
send and receive messages. ' . * 

[0326] In one embodiment, an interpreter in the shell may operate in a loop: It accepts a command interprets the 
command, executes the command, and then waits for another command. The shell may display a prompt to notlfv 
users that it is ready to accept a new command. , 

[0327] In one embodiment with a Java-based implementation of the peer-to-peer platform, one or more of the shell 
commands may not be built in per se. The commands may be Java language programs and are dynamically loaded 
and started by the shell framework when the corresponding commands are typed in. Therefore, adding a new shell 
command may be performed by writing a program in the Java language. 

[0328] In one embodiment, the shell may provide a "pipe" capability to redirect a command output pipe into another 
command input pipe. In one embodiment, shell commands may be given a standard input, output and error pipes that 
a user can connect, disconnect and reconnect to other shell commands. Commands can support other pipes if needed 
In one embodiment of the shell, a user may dynamically disconnect and reconnect pipes between commands as In 
the following example: ' 

xxxx> cat >p1 myfile 
xxxx> grep <p1 abed 
xxxx> grep <p1 efgh 

[0329] In the above example, the first command "cat >p1 myfile" cats myfile into the output pipe p1 . The second 
command then connects pipe pi to grep's input pipe and searches for the string abed. The third command then dis- 
connects p1 , redirects it to the new grep command's Input pipe and searches for the string efgh. 
[0330] In one embodiment, the peer-to-peer platform shell supports piping in both directions. A special operator such 
as " o « may used for creating crossing pipes between two commands. For example, with the following command 
"cmdl o cmd2". the output pipe of the first command is connected to the standard input pipe of the second command 
and at the same time the output pipe of the second command is connected to the standard input pipe of the first 
command. Of course, this operator has to be used carefully to avoid infinite data loops. 

[0331] In one embodiment, applications other than peer-to-peer platform applications may be run from the shell For 
content management, MIME type information included with a codat may be used to let local applications associated 
with well-known content types handle them automatically. The peer-to-peer platform may support the development of 
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adaptors to allow the execution of external progranns with appropriate security safeguards. An adapter may essentially 
map data and connect applications for remote launches. Some examples might be: 

• UNIX® stdio to peer-to-peer platform stdio adapter — such an adaptor may enable piping of peer-to-peer platform 
5 commands to UNIX® commands on UNIX® platforms. 

• Peer-to-peer platform stream to a media player adapter — such an. adaptor may be platform- and application- 
specific, but may handle any necessary real-time data conversion' between a peer-to-peer platform pipe and the 
format required by the player. These need not be unidirectional. For example, one might adapt the output of a 
video capture application to become a peer-to-peer platform stream. 

10 • HTML to peer-to-peer platform stdio — such an adaptor may be used to^post and get infonmation to/from Web 
pages to allow peer-to-peer platform peers to interact with existing Web sites. For example, a peer-to-peer platform 
• command can launch a search for titles and prices on Amazon and pipe the results to other peer-to-peer platform , 
services. 

IS Conclusion 

[0332] Various aspects of the present Invention are summarized In the following numbered clauses 1-116: 

1 . A peer computing system comprising: 

20 

a plurality of peer nodes operable to couple to a network; . 

wherein the plurality of peer nodes are configured to implement a peer-to-peer environment on the network 
according to a peer-to-peer platfomi comprising: 

a core layer comprising one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols for enabling the plurality of peer nodes 
to discover each other, communicate with each other, and cooperate with each other to form peer groups and 
share content in the peer-to-peer environment; 

a service layer comprising one or more core services each provided by one or more of the plurality of peer 
30 nodes in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein at least a subset of the core services are operable to be used 

by the plurality of peer nodes in forming and participating In the peer groups, and wherein each of the one or 
more core services are configured to be accessed by the plurality of peer nodes in accordance with at least 
one of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols; and 

an application layer comprising one or more applications each provided by one or more of the plurality of peer 
35 nodes in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein each of the one or more applications are configured to be 

accessed in accordance with at least one of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols, and wherein at 
least a subset of the one or more applications are each configured to access at least one of this one or more 
core services to perform application tasks in the peer-to-peer environment in accordance with at least one of 
the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols. 

40 

2. The peer computing system as recited in clause 1, wherein the service layer further comprises one or more 
other services that are not core services in the peer-to-peer environment. 

3. The peer computing system as recited in clause 1 , wherein each of the one or more peer-to-peer platform 
protocols defines one or more advertisement formats for describing and publishing advertisements for resources 

^5 in the peer-to-peer environment. 

4. The peer computing system as recited in clause 3, wherein the resources include one or more of the peer nodes, 
the peer groups, the content, the core services, other services in the service layer, the applications, pipes, and 
pipe endpoints, wherein the pipes are communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the core 
services, the other services and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints 

50 are network interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the communi- 

cations channels! 

5. The peer computing system as recited in clause 1 , wherein at least a subset of the one or more peer-to-peer 
platform protocols defines one or more message formats configured for use in exchanging messages between the 
peer nodes in accordance with the particular protocol. 

S5 6. The peer computing system as recited in clause 1, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 

includes one or more of: 

a peer discovery protocol for discovering resources in the peer-to-peer environment; 
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. a peer membership protocol for use by the peer nodes in applying for membership in the peer groups- 
■ member^°"'^' "^^ ^^"'^'"^ ^^^"^ """^"^^ "^^^ "^^""^^^ '° peer'group 

a peer information protocol for enabling the peer nodes to obtain information about capabilities and status of 
other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment; 

a pipe binding protocol for use in finding the physical location of pipe endpoints and binding the pipe endpoints 
wherein pipes are communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the core services and 
he applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints are network interfaces on 
the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the communications channels- 
an endpoint routing protocol for enabling the peer nodes to request peer routing information to reach the'other 

a peer rendezvous protocol for enabling peer nodes to propagate query messages to a next set of peer nodes. 

7^ The peer computing system as recited in clause 6, wherein the resources include one or more of the peernodes • 
the peer groups, the content, the core services, other services in the service layer, the applications pipes and 
pipe endpoints, wherein the pipes are communications channels between one or more of the peer rtodes the core 
«r"!!,' °t r .^^^ applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints 

cltions^hannll °"' ""^^^ configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the communi- 

^0 8. The peer computing system as recited in clause 1 . wherein the one or more peer-lo-peer platform protocols 

includes a discovery protocol for discovering the peer nodes in the peet=-to-p6er environment P~'°co's 
9. The peer computing system as recited in clause 8, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platfom, protocols 
define a peer advertisement format configured for use in advertising the peer nodes in the peer-to-peer^nv^rot 
ment. wherein said discovering the peer nodes returns one or more peer advertisements for the discovered peer 
nodes fomnatted in accordance with the peer advertisement format 

10 The peer computing system as recited in clause 1, wherein the onfe or more peer-to-peer platfomi protocols 
mcludes a discovery protocol for discovering the peer groups in the peer-to-peer environment 
11. The peer computing system as recited in clause 10, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
define a peer group advertisement fomiat configured for use in advertising the peer groups in the peer-to-peer 
environrrient. wherein said, discovering the peer groups returns one or more peer group advertisements formatted 
in accordance with the peer group advertisement format. ^ 

12 The peer computing system as recited in clause 1. wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
includes a discovery, protocol for enabling the peer nodes to discover and exchange content in the peer-to-peer 
environment. r^^w. 

13 The peer computing system as recited in clause 12. wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platfomi protocols 
define a content adverlisement format configured for use in advertising the content in the peer-to-peer environment 

""^"^ adven^ements formatted in apcordance w.h the 

14 The peer computing system as recrted in clause 1 , wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
include a discovery protocol for discovering pipes in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein the pipes are commu- 
nications channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the core services and the applications in the peerT 
peer environment. rr- i ^^cci lu 

S rn!^ computing system as recited in clause 1 4. wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platfom, protocols 
define a pipe advertisement format configured for use in advertising pipes in the peer-to-peer environment wherein 
said discovenng pipes returns one or more pipe advertisements formatted in accordance with the pipe advertise- 

..16 The peer computing system as recited in clause 1. wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
include a discovery protocol for discovering pipe endpoints in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein the pipes are 
communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the core services and the applications in the 
peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints are network interfaces on the peer nodes that are 
configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the communications channels 

17 The peer computing system as recited in clause 16. wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
define an endpomt advertisement fom.at configured for use in advertising endpoints in the peer-to-p^r enlr,? 
ment wherern said discovering endpoints returns one or more endpoint advertisements formatted in accordance 
with the endpoint advertisement format. ■ 
18. The peer computing system as recited in clause 1 , wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
includes a discovery protocol for discovering the core services and other services provided by the peer nodes in 
the peer-to-peer environment. k ii"uc& m 
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19. The peer computing system as recited in clause 18, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
define a service advertisement format configured for use in advertising the core services and the other services 
provided by the peer nodes In the peer-to-peer environment, wherein said discovering the core services and the 
other services returns one or more service advertisements formatted In accordance with the service advertisenient 
format. ^ 

20. The peer computing system as recited in clause 1. wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
includes a peer membership protocol for use by the peer nodes In applying for membership in one or more of the 
peer groups, • 

21 . The peer computing system as recited in clause 1 , wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
include a peer resolver protocol for use in sending generic search queries from one peer node to one or more 
other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment. 

22. The peer computing system as recited in clause 21 , wherein the search queries are sent to one or more services 
conf igured to perform searches as specified by the search queries and to generate responses to the search queries, 
wherein the one or more services are each hosted by one of the one or more other peer nodes. . 

23. The peer computing system as recited in clause 22, wherein each of the one or more services is configured 
to find one or more of peer, peer group, content, service, application, pipe, and pipe endpoint information in ac- 
cordance with each particular search query received by the particular service handler, wherein the pipes are com- 
munications channels between orie or more of the peer nodes, the core services, other services in the service 
layer, and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints are networl< interfaces 
on the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the communications channels. 

24. The peer computing system as recited in clause 1 , wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platfomn protocols 
Include a pipe binding protocol for use in finding the physical location of a pipe endpoint and in binding to the pipe 
endpoint, wherein pipes are communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the core services, 
other services in the service layer and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe 
endpoints are network Interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the. pipes to establish the 
communications channels. 

25. ' The peer computing system as recited in clause 1 , wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platfomn protocols 
include an endpoint routing protocol for enabling the peer nodes to request peer routing infomriation to reach other 
peer nodes. ^ » 

26. The peer computing Isystem as recited In clause 25, wherein, In said requesting peer routing Information, the 
peer nodes are configure.d to use the endpoint routing protocol to send route query request messages fomnatted 
in accordance with the endpoint routing protocol to one or more router peers to request the peer routing information. 

27. The peer computing system as recited in clause 26, wherein each of the router peers is configured to cache 
route infonnation for one or more routes in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein each of the router peers is 
further configured to return route information for a particular route specified by a particular route query request 
message If the route information for the particular route Is cached by the particular router peer. 

28. The peer computing system as recited In clause 27, wherein each of the router peers is further configured to 
forward the route query request message to other router peers if the route information for the particular route is 
not cached by the particular router peer. 

29. The peer computing system as recited in clause 1 , wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platfomn protocols 
includes a peer information protocol for enabling the peer nodes to obtain information about capabilities and status 
of other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment. 

30. The peer computing system as recited in clause 1 , wherein each peer group Is a collection of cooperating 
member peer nodes that provides a common set of services to the member peer nodes in the peer-to-peer envi- 
ronment. 

31 . The peer computing system as recited in clause 30, wherein the common set of services on at least a subset 
of the peer groups includes one or more of a discovery service, a membership service, ah access service, a pipe 
service, a resolver service and a monitoring service, wherein pipes are communications channels between one 
or more of the peer nodes, the core services, other services in the service layer, and the applications in the peer- 
to-peer environment. 

32. The peer computing system as recited in clause 30, wherein the peer-to-peer platform protocols include a 

discovery protocol, wherein the common set of services on at least a subset of the peer groups includes a discovery 
service for use by member peer nodes in said peer group to discover advertised resources including peer nodes 
and peer groups in the peer computing system in accordance with the discovery protocol. 

33. The peer computing system as recited In clause 30, wherein the peer-to-peer platform protocols Include a 
membership protocol, wherein the common set of services on at least a subset of the peer groups includes a 
membership service for use by member peer nodes in said peer group to reject or accept group membership 
applications in accordance with the membership protocol. 
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ItellZZ sZcir " ^'^"^^ "^^ ---^ -ore 

fd!:nTm!r^'r'"^l!'r ^^^''^'^ ^ . v^herem each of the plurality of peer nodes includes a unique 

ronment P?- -^^^ the other peelr nodes in the peer-to peer en" 

36. A peer node connprising: 

one or more network interfaces for coupling to a network- 

a memory comprising program instructions, wherein the'program instructions are executable within the peer 
node to implement, according to a peer-to-peer platform: . o e wunin ine peer 

a core layer comprising one or more peer-to-peer platfomi protocols for enabling the peer node to discover 

fo^^ oTeTnroun;' TT"''''" ^""^ ^^^^^'^ ^he other peer ntdeMo 

fomi peer groups and share content in a peer-to-peer environment on the network- 

a service layer comprising one or more core services in the peer-to-peer environment wherein at least a 
subset Of the core sen^ices are operable to be used by the peer node'and the other peer nodrin fo'ing 
to be ^"^ ^"'^'^ °* -'^'^ «^>vices are configured 

Ln aoSI^I "'^'^^^'^""'^^ '^-^ °' tf^- one more peer-to-peer platfom. protocolsf and 

an appi cation layer comprising one or more applications, wherein each of the one or more applications 
are configured to be accessed by the peer node and the other peer nodes in accordanc^w ^atSas one 
of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols, and 

morlt!^' ^ ^f^'^' °'' """'^ «PP«c«"°ns are each configured to access at least one of the one or 

more core services to perform application tasks in the peer-to-peer environment in accordance with at least one 
of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols. < 

fh^.,?^ ^^f ""'^^ «^'■^<=''e'^ i" '^la^se 36. wherein the service layer further comprises one or more other sen/ices 
that are not core services in the peer-to-peer environment services 

mnl^«!^^^' '^''^'^ '^'^"^^ P~9^«^ instructions are further executable to host one or 

l^JUlf^t^^T '^'^"^^ P'°3rarr^ instructions are further executable to publish 

bv thfr-tTr t '"f « P«^^-t°-P-«^ environment using one or more advertisement fomia s SeS 
by the peer-to-peer platform protocols, wherein the resources include one or more of the peer no^rthe oeer 

whSn tho ^^""^^^ --'-^ '-y-. applications p^erand p^e endpo^ts 

wherein the pipes are communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes the corl seSs me 
other sen^ices and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the p^e endpoirare n^o,^- 
interfaces onthepeernodesthatareconfiguredtobeboundtothepipestoestablishthecommunte^^ 
t.al^TV "^"'^ P^S^^'" instructions are further executabt to send mes 

sages to and receive messages from the other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment usino one or mo« 
message formats each defined by one of the one or more peer-to-peer platfomi protocolT ^ 
or more of'" °^ peer-to-peer platform protocols includes one 

a peer discoveor protocol for use by the peer node in discovering resources in the peer-to-peer environment 

pTperdpoi:;!""'""'^'"'' " ^^^^ ^^^^ ---™pr::d 

a peer membership protocol for use by the peer node in applying for membership in the peer qrouos- 

to;er:;i':sr'" 

throthrrX'noder°"' '° '^^^^''""'^^ 

t'h^ofoe enL3,?^? ''^^^ ""'^^ ''"'''"^ '^"^ P^^^'^^^' '^^^^^'o" P'P^ ^ndpoints and binding 
the pipe endpoints Wherein pipes are communications channels between one or rnore of the peer nodes me 

chalels " ' ''^^ P'P^^ '° -•-^"^^ the'communicalns 

mor^nf t?' ?k"""^ ^"^'""9 P^^^ '° ^^''"^^t peer routing infomiation to reach one or 

more of the other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment; and 
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a peer rendezvous protocol for enabling peer nodes to propagatie query. messages to a next set of peer nodes. 

42. The peer node as recited in clause 36, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform •protocols includes a 
discovery protocol, wherein the program Instructions' are. further executable to discover resources In the peer-to- 
peer environment in accordance with the discovery protocol, wherein, in said discovering the resources, the pro- 
gram instructions, are further executable to receive one or rriore advertisements for the discovered resources for- 
matted in accordance with the discovery protocol . 

43. The peer node as recited in clause 42, wherein the resources include. one or more of the peer nodes, the peer 
groups, the content, the core services, other services In th6 service layer, the applications, pipes, and pipe end- 
points, wherein the pipes are communications channels between one or mofe of the peer nodes, the core services, 
the other services and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints are network 
interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the communications channels. 
-44. The peer node as recited in clause 36, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols includes a 
peer membership protocol, wherein the program instructions are further executable to apply for membership in 
one or more of the peer groups In accordance with the peer membership protocol. 

45. The peer node as recited in clause 36, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols includes a 
peer resolver jDrotocol, wherein the program instructions are further executable to send generic search queries to, 
one or more of the other peer nodes in accordance with the peer resolver protocol. 

46. The peer node as recited In clause 36, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols include a pipe 
binding protocol, wherein pipes are communications channels between one or more of the peer. nodes, the core 
services, other services in the service layer, and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein 
the pipe endpoints are network interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes to establish 
the communications channels, and wherein the program Instructions are further executable to: 

find the physical location of a pipe endpoint in accordance with the pipe binding protocol; and 
bind to the pipe endpoint in accordance with the pipe binding protocol. 

47. The peer node as recited in clause 36, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols Include ah 
endpoint routing protocol, wherein the program instructions are further executable to request peer routing infor- 
mation to the other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment in accordance with the endpoint routing protocol. 

48. The peer node as recited in clause 36, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platfornfi protocols includes a 
peer Information protocol, wherein the program Instructions are further executable to obtain Infomiation about 
capabilities and status of the other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment in accordance with the peer infor- 
mation protocol. 

49. The peer node as recited in clause 36, wherein the peer node is a member peer node in a peer group, wherein 
the peer group is a collection of cooperating member peer nodes that provides a common set of services to the 
member peer nodes. 

50. The peer node as recited in clause 49, wherein the peer-to-peer platform protocols include a discovery protocol, 
wherein the common set of services provided by the peer group includes a discovery service, wherein the program 
instructions are further executable to discover advertised resources including the other peer nodes and the peer 
groups in the peer-to-peer environment using the discovery service in accordance with the discovery protocol. 

51. The peer node as recited in clause 49, wherein the peer-to-peer platform protocols Include a membership 
protocol, wherein the common set of services includes a rnembership service, wherein the program instructions 
are further executable to reject or accept group membership applications using the membership service in accord- 
ance vyith the membership protocol. 

52. The peer node as recited in clause 36, wherein the peer node includes a unique identifier configured to distin- 
guish the peer node from the other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment 

53. A peer node comprising: 

one or more network interfaces for coupling to a network; 

a memory comprising program instructions, wherein the program instructions are executable within the peer 
node to discover and access an instance of a service on one of a plurality of peer nodes, 

wherein the one of the plurality of peer nodes is local to a network location of the peer node on the network, 
wherein the plurality of peer nodes each host an instance of the same service, and wherein said discovering and 
accessing the instance of the service are performed in accordance with one or more peer-to-peer platform proto- 
cols; 

wherein the peer node is configured to move from the network location to a different network location; 
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wherein the program instructions are further executable within the peer node to discover.and access a dif- 
ferent instance of the service on a different one. of the plurality of peer nodes; wherein the different one of the 
plurality of peer nodes is local to the different networtc location, and wherein said discovering and accessing the 
different instance of the service are performed in accordance with the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 

54. The peer node as recited in clause 53, wherein the peer node includes a unique identifier of the peer node' 
wherein the unique identifier distinguishes the peer node from the other peer nodes on the network wherein the 
program instructions are further executable to provide the unique identifier to the different instance of the service 
and wherein the different instance of the service is operable to recognize the peer node using the unique identified 
and to route infonnation to the peer node at the different network location. 

55. A peer computing system comprising; 

. a plurality of peer nodes, wherein the plurality of peer nodes each implement one or more peer-to-peer platform 
protocols for enabling the plurality of peer nodes to host and access services in a peer-to-peer environment- 
al least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes that each host an instance of a service; ' 

wherein each of the at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes Is operable to provide access to an instance 
of the servK^e hosted by the particular peer node to a different one of the plurality of peer nodes at a networic 
location, wherein the pai;ticular peer node is local to the network location; 

wherein the different one of the plurality of peer nodes is operable to: 

movie to a different network location; and 

provide a unique Identifier to the instance of the service hosted by the particular peer node. 

wherein the unique identifier distinguishes the different one of the plurality of peer nodes from the other peer 
nodes on the network; ^ 

wherein the instance of the service is operable to recognize the different one of the plurality of peer nodes 
using the unique identifier and to route information provided by the service to the different one of the plurality of 
peer nodes at the different network location. Miuiamy oi 

56. A peer node comprising: 

one or more network interfaces for coupling to a network; ' 

a rriemoiy comprising program instructions, wherein the program instructions are executable within the peer 

node to discover and access an instance of a servtee on one of one or more peer nodes. 

wherein the one of the one or more peer nodes is local to a network location of the peer node on the network 
wherein the one or more peer nodes each host an Instance of the same sen/ice. and wherein said discovering and 
accessing the instance of the service are perfomied in accordance with one or more peer-to-peer platform proto- 

wherein the peer node is configured to move from the network location to a different network location- 
wherein the program instructions are further executable within the peer node to: 

discover and access the same instance of the service on the one of the one or more peer nodes, 

wherein said discovering and accessing the sahie instance of the service are performed in accordance with 
the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols; 

provide a unique identifier for the peer node to the instance of the service, wherein the unique identifier dis- 
tinguishes the peer node from the other peer nodes on the network, and wherein the instance of the service 
IS operable to recognize the peer node using the unique identifier and to route information provided by the 
service to the peer node at the different network location. 

57. A peer computing system comprising: 

a plurality of peer nodes, wherein the plurality of peernodes each implement one or more peer-to-peer platform 
protocols for enabling the plurality of peer nodes to discover and access contents in a peer-to-peer environ- 

at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes that each include an instance of a content; 
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wherein each of the plurality of peer nodes is configured to: 

discover and access an instance of the content on one of the at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes, 
wherein the one of the at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes is local to a network location of the 
particular peer node on the network, wherein said discovering and accessing the instance of the content is 
performed in accordance with the one or more'peer-to-peer platforrn protocols; . 
move from the .network location to a different network location; 

discover and access a different instance of the content on a different one of the at least a subset of the plurality 
of peer nodes, wherein the one of the at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes is local to the different 
network location, wherein said discovering and accessing the different instance of the content are performed 
in accordance with the onie or more peer-to-peer platform protocols. 

58. A peer node comprising: - _ 

one or more network interfaces for coupling to a network; 

a memory comprising program instructions, wherein the program instructions are executable within the peer 
node to discover and'access an instance of a content on one of a plurality of peer nodes, 

wherein the one of the plurality of peer nodes is local to a network location of the peer node on the network, wherein 
the plurality of peer nodes each host an instance of the same content, and wherein said discovering and accessing 
the instance of the service are performed in accordance with one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols; 

wherein the peer node is configured to move from the network location to a different network location; 

wherein the program instructions are further executable within the peer node to discover and access a dif- 
ferent instance of the content on a different one of the plurality of peer nodes, wherein the different one of the 
plurality of peer nodes is local to the different network location, and wherein said discovering and accessing the 
different instance of the content are performed in accordance with the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols. 

59. A peer computing system comprising: 

, ' a plurality of peer nodes operable to couple to a network; ' 

means for the peer 'nodes to discover each other, communicate with each other, and cooperate with each 
other to form peer groups and share content in a peer-tOTpeer environment on the network; 
means for the peer nodes to provide, discover and access one or nhore services in the peer-to-peer environ- 
ment, wherein at least a subset of the services are core services operable to be. used by the plurality of peer 
nodes in forming and participating in the peer groups; and 

means for the peer nodes to provide, discover and access one or more applications in the peer-to-peer envi- 
ronment; and 

means for at least a subset of the one or more applications to discover and access at least one of the one or 
more services to perform application tasks in the peer-to-peer environment. 

60. The peer computing system as recited in clause 59, further comprising means for the one or more services to 
discover and access each other in the peer-to-peer environment. 

61. The peer computing system as recited in clause 59, further comprising means for describing and publishing 
resources in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein the resources include one or more of the peer nodes, the peer 
groups, the content, the services, the applications, pipes, and pipe endpoints, wherein the pipes are communica- 
tions channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the services and the applications in the peer-to-peer 
environment^ and wherein the pipe endpoints are network interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be 
bound to the pipes to establish the communications channels. 

62. The peer computing system as recited in clause 59, further comprising means for providing communications 
channels for the peer nodes, the services and the applications to exchange infomr^ation in the peer-to-peer envi- 
ronment. 

63. The peer computing system as recited in clause 59, further comprising means for exchanging messages be- 
tween the peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment, 

64. The peer computing system as recited in clause 59, further comprising means for discovering resources in the 
peer-to-peer environment, wherein the resources include one or more of the peer nodes, the peer groups, the 
content, the services, the applications, pipes and pipe endpoints, wherein the pipes are communications channels 
between one or more of the peer nodes, the services and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and 
wherein the pipe endpoints are network interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes 
to establish the communications channels. 
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65. The peer computing system as recHed in clause 59. further comprising means for the peer nodes to apply for 
membership in one or more of the peer groups. 

66. The peer computing system as recited in clause S9\ further comprising means for sending generic search 
queries from one of the peer nodes to one or more other of the peer nodes. i 

67. The peer computing system as recited In clause' 59,'further cornprising: 

means for finding communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the services and the 
applications in the peer-to-peer environment; and . ' . 
means for binding to the communications cfiannels. • '. 

68. The peer computing system as recited in clause 59. further comprising means for the peer nodes to request 
peer routing Infomiation to reach other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment 

69. The peer computing system as recited in clause 59, further comprising means for the peer nodes to obtain 
information about capabilities and status of other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment 

70. The peer computing system as recited in clause 59. wherein the peer groups are collection of cooperating 
member peer nodes, further comprising means for the peer groups to each provide a common set of seivices to 
Its member peer nodes. 

71. The peer computing system as recited in clause 59, further comprising means for member peer nodes in a 
peer group to receive and reject or accept group membership applications. 

72^The peer computing system as recited in clause 59. further comprising means for distinguishing each peer 
node from the other peer nodes on the networit. " ^ 

73. A peer computing system comprising: 

a plurality of peer nodes configured to couple to a network; 

means for the peer nodes to discover each other, communicate with'each other, and cooperate with each 
other to form peer groups and host services in a peer-to-peer environment on the network; 

wherein at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes each hosts an instance of a particular service; 

means for each of the plurality of peer nodes to discover.and access an instance of a service provided by one 
o the at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes, wherein the one of the at least a subset of the plurality 
of peer nodes is local to a network location of the particular one of the plurality of peer nodes; 

wherein each of the plurality of peer nodes Is operable to move to a different network location; and 

means for each of the plurality of peer nodes to discover arid access a different instance of the service provided 
by a different one of the at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes, whbrein the one of the at least a subset 
of the plurality of peer nodes is local to the different network location of the particular one of the plurality of 
peer nodes. r j 

74. The peer computing system of clause 73, further comprising means for the different instance of the service to 
recognize the particular one of the plurality of peer nodes and to route infomiation provided by the servfce to the 
particular one of the plurality of peer nodes at the different network location. 

75. A peer computing system comprising: 

a plurality of peer nodes configured to couple to a network; 

means for the peer nodes to discover each other, communicate with each other, and cooperate with each 
other to form peer groups and host services in a peer-to-peer environment on the network; 

wherein at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes each hosts an instance of a particular servfce; 

means for each of the plurality of peer nodes to discover and access an instance of a service provided by one 
of the at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes, wherein the one of the at least a subset of the plurality 
of peer nodes is local to a network location of the partteular one of the plurality of peer nodes; 

wherein each of the plurality of peer nodes is operable to move to a different network location; 

means for each of the plurality of peer nodes to access the instance of the service provided by the one of the 
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' at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes from the different network location of the particular one of the 
plurality of peer nodes; and 

means for the instance of the service to riecognize the particular one of the plurality of peer nodes and to route 
informatiori provided by the service to the particular one of the plurality of peer nodes at the different network 
location. . 

• J . . ■ ■ 

76. A peer computing system comprising: 

a plurality of peer nodes operable to couple to a network; 

means for the peer nodes to discover each other, communicate with each other, and cooperate with each 
other to form peer groups and to share content; 

1 wherein at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes each hosts an Instance of a particular content; 

means for each of the plurality of peer nodes to discover and access an instance of a content provided by one 
of the at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes, wherein the one of the at least a subset of the plurality 
of peer nodes is local'to a network location of the particular one of the plurality of peer nodes; 

wherein each of the plurality of peer nodes Is operable to move to. a different network location; and 

means for each of the plurality of peer nodes to discover and access a different instance of the content provided 
by a different one of the at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes, wherein the different one of the at least 
a subset of the plurality of peer nodes Is local to the different network location of the particular one of the 
plurality of peer nodes. 

77. A method for implementing a peer-to-peer environment on a network, the method comprising: 

a plurality of peer nodes coupled to a network each implementing a core layer of a peer-to-peer platfomi, 
wherein the core layer'comprises one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols for enabling the plurality of peer 
nodes to discover each other, comrnunicate with each other, and cooperate with each otherto form peer groups 
and share content In the peer-to-peer environment; 

the plurality of peer nodes each implementing a service layer comprising one or more core services each, 
provided by one or more of the plurality of peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein each of the 
one or more core services are configured to be accessed by peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment in 
accordance with at least a subset of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols; 

the plurality of peer nodes each Implementing an application layer comprising one or more applications each 
provided by one or more of the plurality of peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein each of the 
one or more applications are configured to be accessed in accordance with at least one of the one or more 
peer-to-peer platform protocols, and wherein at least a subset of the one or more applications are each con-, 
figured to access at least one of the one or more core services to perform application tasks in the jseer-to- 
peer environment in accordance with at least one of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols; and 
at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes accessing at least a subset of the core services in accordance 
with at least one of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols to form one or more peer groups in the 
peer-to-peer environment. . 

78. The method as recited in clause 77, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols include a peer 
membership protocol for joining or forming a peer group with other peer nodes, wherein the one or more core 
services include a membership service for use by the peer nodes in forming the peer groups and joining the peer 
groups, wherein the membership service is configured to be accessed by the peer nodes in the peer-to-peer 
environment in accordance with the membership protocol, the method further comprising one or more of the plu- 
rality of peer nodes fomilng a peer group In the peer-to-peer environment using the membership service; 

79. The method as recited in clause 78. further comprising: 

another peer node applying for membership in the peer group using the membership service; 
one or more member peer nodes of the peer group determining if the other peer node is qualified for mem- 
bership In the peer group In response to the application for membership using the membership service; and 
if the member peer nodes determine that the other peer node is qualified for membership In the peer group, 
the other peer node becoming a member peer node in the peer group. 
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80. The method as recited in clause 83, wherein the one or more.peer-to-peer platform protocols include a discoverv 
protocol for discovering resources in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the one or more core services 
include a discovery service for use by the peer nodes to discover advertised resources in the in the peer-to-peer 
environment, wherein the discovery service is configured to be accessed by the peer nodes in the peer-to-peer 
environment in accordance with the discovery protocol. • , 
81 The method as recited in clause 80, wherein the advertised resources include one or more of the peer nodes 
the peer groups, the content, the core services, other services in the service layer, the applications, pipes and 
pipe endpoints, wherein the pipes are communications chanriels between one or more of the peer nodes the'core 
services. the other services and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints 
are network interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to.be bound to the pipes to establish the communi- 
cations channels. 

82. The method as recited in clause 80, wherein the resources Include the peer nodes, the method further com- 
prising: 

one of the plurality of peer nodes broadcasting a peer discovery message in the peer-to-peer environment 
using the discovery service; and • • ' 

the one of the. plurality of peer nodes receiving one or more response messages in response to the peer 
discovery message, wherein the response messages each include information about a particular peer node 
wherein the infomiation is configured for use by the one of the plurality of peer nodes! in establishinq a con- ' 
nection to the particular peer node; and 

whereiri the peer discovery message and the one or more response messages are in a fomiat defined by the 
discovery protocol, and wherein said broadcasting a peer discovery message and said receiving one or more 
response messages are performed In accordance with the discovery protocol. 

83. The method as recited in clause 80. wherein the resources Include the beer groups, the method further com- 
prising: 

one of the plurality of peer nodes broadcasting a peer group discovery message in the peer-to-peer environ- 
ment using the discovery service; and 

theone of the plurality of peer nodes receiving a peer group response message in response to the peer group 
discovery message from each of one or more of the peer groups in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein the 
peer group response messages each include information about a particular peer group. Wherein the informa- 
tion IS configured for use by the one of the plurality' of peer nodes in joining the particular peer group; and 

wherein the peer group discovery message and the peer group response message are in a format defined by the 
discovery protocol, and wherein said broadcasting a peer group discovery message and said receiving a peer 
group response message are performed in accordance with the discovery protocol 

84. The method as recited in clause 77. further comprising publishing advertisements for resources in the peer- 
to-peer environment using one or more advertisement formats each defined by one of the one or more peer-to- 

'to . peer platfonn protocols. 

85. The method as recited in clause 84, wherein the resources Include one or more of the peer nodes the peer 
groups, the content, the core sen/Ices, other services in the service layer, the applications, pipes, and pipe end- 
points, wherein the pipes are communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the core services 
the other services and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints are networi^ 
interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the communications channels 

86. The method as recited In clause 77, further comprising two or more of the plurality of peer nodes exchanging 
messages in the peer-to-peer environment using one or more message formats each defined by one of the one 
or more peer-to-peer platform protocols. 

87 Themethod as recited in clause 77, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols Include a discovery 
protocol, the method further comprising a peer node discovering resources in the peer-to-peer environment in 
accordance with the discovery protocol, wherein said discovering the resources comprises the peer node recelvlna 
one or more advertisements torthe discovered resources formatted in accordance with the peer discovery protocol 

88. The method as recited in clause 87. wherein the resources include one or more of the peer nodes the peer 
groups, the content, the core services, other services In the service layer, the applications, pipes and pipe end- 
points, wherein the pipes are communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes the core services 
the other services and the applications In the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints are network 
interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the communications channels 

89. The method as recited in clause 77. wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols includes a peer 
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membership protocol, the method further comprising one of the. plurality of peer nodes applying for membership 
In one or more of the peer groups in accordance with the peer membership protocol 

90. The method as recited in clause 77, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols includes a peer 
resolver protocol, the method further comprising one of the plurality of peer nodes sending one or more generic 
search queries to, one or more other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment in accordance with the peer 
resolver protocol, 

91. The method as recited in clause 77, wherein the one or.more peer-to-peer platform protocols include a pipe 
binding protocol, the method further comprising: 

one of the plurality of peer nodes finding the physical location of a pipe endpoint in accordance with the pipe 
binding protocol; and 

the peer node binding to the pipe endpoint in accordance with the pipe binding protocol; 

wherein pipes are communications channels between one or rnore of the peer nodes, the core services, 
other services in the service layer, and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe 
endpoints are network interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the 
communications channels. 

92. The method as recited in clause 77, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols include an end- 
point routing protocol, the method further comprising one of the plurality of peer nodes requesting peer routing 
information to other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment in accordance with the endpoint routing protocol. 

93. The method as recited in clause 77, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols include a peer 
information protocol, the method further comprising one of the plurality of peer nodes obtaining information about 
capabilities and status of one or more other peer nodes in the peer-to-peeV environment in accordance with the 
peer information protocol. 

94. The method as recited in claijse 77, wherein each peer group is a collection of cooperating member peer 
nodes, further comprising each peer group providing a common set of services to the member peer nodes in the 
peer-to-peer environment. 

95. The method as recited in clause 94, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols include a discovery 
protocol, wherein the common set of services includes a discovery service, wherein the discovery service Is ac- 
cessible in accordance with the discovery protocol, the method further comprising one of the, member peer nodes 
in one of the peer groups discovering advertised resources in the peer-to-peer environment using the discovery 
service: 

96. The method as recited In clause 94, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols include a mem- 
bership protocol, wherein the common set of services includes a membership service, wherein the membership 
service Is accessible in accordance with the membership protocol, the method further comprising: 

a peer node not in one of the peer groups applying for membership in the peer group; and 

the member peer nodes of the peer group rejecting or accepting the peer node's group membership application 

using the membership service. 

97. A method comprising: 

a peer node discovering an instance of a service on one of a plurality of peer nodes, wherein the one of the 
plurality of peer nodes is local to a network location of the peer node on a network, wherein the plurality of 
peer nodes each host an instance of the same service; 
the peer node accessing the instance of the service; 

wherein said discovering and said accessing the instance of the service are performed in accordance with one or 
more peer-to-peer platform protocols; 

the peer node moving from the network location to a different network location; 

the peer node discovering a different instance of the service on a different one of the plurality of peer nodes, 
wherein the different one of the plurality of peer nodes is local to the different network location; 
the peer node accessing the different instance of the service; and 

wherein said discovering and accessing the different instance of the service are performed in accordance 
with the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols. 

98. The method as recited in clause 97, further comprising: 
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the peer node providing a unique identifier for the peer node to the different instance of the service wherein 

the unique identifier distinguishes the peer node from the other peer nodes on the network- and 

the different instance of the service recognizing the peer node using the unique identifier and 

the different instance of the service routing information to the peer node at the different network location 



99. A method comprising: 



a peer node discovering an instance of a service on one of a plurality of peer nodes, wherein the one of the 
plurality of peer nodes is local to a network location of the peer node on a network, wherein the plurality of 
peer nodes each host an instance of the same service; ' f j 

the peer node accessing the Instance of the service; 

wherein said discovering and said accessing the instance of the service are performed in accordance with 
one or more peer-to-peer platfomi protocols; 

the peer node moving from the network location to a different network location- 

the peer node discovering the same instance of the service on the one of the plurality of peer nodes- 

the peer node accessing the instance of the service; and . * 

wherein said discovering and accessing the same instance of the service are performed in accordance with 
the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols; 

the peer node providing a unique identifier for the peer node to the instance of the service, wherein the unique 

Identifier distinguishes the peer node from the other peer nodes on the network; 

the instance of the service recognizing the peer node using the unique identifier and 

the instance of the service routing information to the peer node at the different network location. 

100. A method comprising: . ^ 

a peer node discoveririg an instance of a content on one of a plurality of peer nodes, wherein the one of the 
plurality of peer nodes is local to a network location of the peer node on a network, wherein the plurality of 
peer nodes each include an instance of the same content; 
the peer node accessing the instance of the content; 

wherein said discovering and accessing the instance of the content are perfomied in accordance with one 
or more peer-to-peer platform protocols; 

the peer node moving from the network location to a different network location* 

the peer node discovering a different instance of the content on a different one of the plurality of peer nodes 
wherein the different one of the plurality of peer nodes is the different network location; 
the peer node accessing the different instance of the content; 

wherein said discovering and accessing the different instance of the content are performed in accordance ■ 
with the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols. 

101 . An article of manufacture comprising software instructions executable to implement: 

a plurality of peer nodes coupled to a network each implementing a core layer of a peer-to-peer platfomi 
wherein the core layer comprises one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols for enabling the plurality of peer 
nodes to discover each other, communicate with each other, and cooperate with each other to form peer groups 
and share content in a peer-to-peer environment; r- » ^^ 

the plurality of peer nodes each implementing a service layer comprising one or more core services each 
provided by one or more of the plurality of peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein each of the 
one or more core services are configured to be accessed by peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment in 
accordance with at least a subset of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols- 

the plurality of peer nodes each implementing an application layer comprising one or more applications each 
provided by one or more of the plurality of peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein each of the 
one or more applications are configured to be accessed in accordance with at least one of the one or more 
peer-to-peer platform protocols, and wherein at least a subset of the one or more applications are each con- 
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figured to access at least one of the one or more core services to perform application tasks in thie peer-to- 
peer environment m accordance with at least one of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols; and 
at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes accessing at least a subset of the core services in accordance 
with at least one of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols to form one or more peer groups in the 
peer-to-peer environment. ^ 

102. The article of manufacture as recited in clause 101, wherein each of the one or more peer-to-peer platform 
protocols defines one or more advertisement formats for describing resources in the peer-to-peer environment, 
and wherein the software instructions are further executable to publish advertisements for the resources in the 
peer-to-peer environment, wherein the resources include one or more of the peer nodes, the peer groups, the 
content, the core services, other services in the service layer, the applications, pipes, and pipe endpoints, wherein 
the pipes are communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the core services, the other 
services and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints are network inter- 
faces on the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the communications channels. 

103. The article of manufacture as recited in clause 101 , wherein at least a subset of the one or more peer-to-peer 
platform protocols defines one or more message formats configured for use In exchanging messages between the 
peer nodes in the peer-to-^Deer environment in accordance with the particular protocol. 

1 04. The article of manufacture as recited in clause 1 01 , wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
includes a peer discovery protocol for discovering resources in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein said dis- 
covering the resources returns one or more advertisements for the discovered resources formatted in accordance 
with the peer discovery protocol. 

105. The article of manufacture as recited in clause 101, wherein the resources include one or more of the peer 
nodes, the peer groups, the content, the core services, other services in the service layer, the applications, pipes, 
and pipe endpoints, wherein the pipes are communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the 
core services, the other services and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe end- 
points are network interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the 
communications channels. '* 

106. The article of manufacture as recited in clause 101 , wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols, 
includes a peer membership protocol for use by the peer nodes in applying for membership in 6ne or more of the 
peer groups. ' , 

107. The article of manufacture as recited in clause 1 01 , wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
includes a peer resolver protocol for use in sending generic search queries ifrom one peer node to one or more 
other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment. 

1 08. The article of manufacture as recited in clause 1 01 , wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
include a pipe binding protocol for use in finding the physical location of a pipe endpoint and in binding to the pipe 
endpoint. 

1 09. The article of manufacture as recited in clause 1 01 , wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform (Drotocols 
include an endpoint routing protocol for enabling the peer nodes to request peer routing information to reach other 
peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein pipes are communications channels between one or more 
of the peer nodes, the core services, other services in the service layer, and the applications in the peer-to-peer 
environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints are network interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be 
bound to the pipes to establish the communications channels. 

110. The article of manufacture as recited in clause 101 , wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
includes a peer information protocol for enabling the peer nodes to obtain information about capabilities and status 
of other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment. 

111. The article of manufacture as recited in clause 101, wherein each peei- group is a collection of cooperating 
member peer nodes that provide a common set of services in the peer-to-peer environment. 

112. The article of manufacture as recited in clause 111 , wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
include a discovery protocol, wherein the common set of services includes a discovery service for use by member 
peer nodes in said peer group to discover advertised resources including the peer nodes and the peer groups In 
the peer-to-peer environment, wherein the discovery service is accessible in accordance with the discovery pro- 
tocol. 

113. The article of manufacture as recited in clause 111, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
include a membership protocol, wherein the common set of services includes a membership service for use by 
member peer nodes in said peer group to reject or accept group membership applications, wherein the membership 
service is accessible In accordance with the membership protocol. 

114. An article of manufacture comprising software Instructions executable within a peer node to implement: 
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a peer node discovering an instance of a service on one of a plurality of peernodes, wherein the one of the 
plurality of peer nodes is local to a network location of the peer node pn a network, wherein the plurality of 
peer nodes each host an instance of the same servk:e; ' ! 
the peer node accessing the instance of the service; 

wherein said discovering and said accessing'the instance of the service are performed in accordance with 
one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols; ' • . ■ 

the peer node'moving from the network location to a different network location- 

the peer node discovering a different instance of the service on a different one of the plurality of peer nodes 
wherein the different one of the plurality of peer nodes is local to the different network location- 
the peer node accessing the different instance of the service; and. • 

wherein said discovering and accessing the different* instance of the service are performed in accordance 
with the one or more peer-to-peer platfonn protocols; ; " . 

the peer node providing a unique identifier for the peer node to the different instance of the service wherein 

the unique identifier distinguishes the peer node from the other peer nodes on the network; and 

the different instance of the service recognizing the peer node using the unique identifier; and 

the different Instance of the service routing information to the peer node at the different network location. 

115. An article of manufacture comprising software instructions executable within a peer node to implement: 

a peer node discovering an instance of a service on one of a plurality of peer nodes, wherein the one of the 
plurality of peer nodes is local to a network location of the peer node 6n a network, wherein the plurality of 
peer nodes each host an instance of the same service; 
the peer node accessing the instance of the service; 

wherein said discovering and said accessing the instance of the service are performed in accordance with 
one or more peer-to-peer platform; protocols; 

the peer node moving from the network location to a different network location; 

the peer node discovering the same instance of tfie service on the one of the plurality of peer nodes- 

the peer node accessing the instance of the service; and 

wherein said discovering and accessing the same instance of the service are performed in accordance 
with the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols; 

the peer node providing a unique identifier for the peer node to the instance of the service, wherein the unique 

Identifier distinguishes the peer node from the other peer nodes on the network; 

the instance of. the service recognizing the peer node using the unique identifier; and 

the instance of the service routing information to the peer node at the different network location. 

116. An article of manufacture comprising software instructions executable within a peer node to implement: 

a.peer node discovering an instance of a content on one of a plurality of peer nodes, wherein the one of the 
plurality of peer nodes is local to a network location of the peer node on a network, wherein the plurality of 
peer nodes each include an instance of the same content; 
the peer node accessing the instance of the content; 

wherein said discovering and accessing the instance of the content are performed in accordance with one 
or more peer-to-peer platform protocols; 

the peer node moving from the network location to a different network location; 

the peer node discovering a different instance of the content on a different one of the plurality of peer nodes 
wherein the different one of the plurality of peer nodes Is the different network location; 
the peer node accessing the different instance of the content; 

wherein said discovering and accessing the different instance of the content are performed in accordance 
With the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols. 
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[0333] Various embodiments may further include receiving, sending or storing instructions and/or data implemented 
in accordance with the foregoing description upon a carrier medium. Generally speaking, a carrier medium may include 
storage media or memory media such as magnetic or optical miedia, e.g., disk or CD-ROM, volatile or non-volatile 
media such as RAM (e.g. SDRAM, DDR SDRAM, RDRAM, gRAM, etc.), ROM, etc. as well as transmission media or 
signals such as electrical, electromagnetic, or digital signals, conveyed via a communication medium such as network 
and/or a wireless link.. 

[0334] Various modifications and changes may be made as would be obvious to a person skilled in the art having 
the benefit of this disclosure. It is Intended that the invention embrace all such modifications and changes and, accord- 
ingly, the above description to be regarded in an Illustrative rather than a restrictive sense. 

I. 

•Claims 

1. A peer computing system comprising: ' 

a plurality of peer nodes operable to couple to a network; 

wherein the plurality of peer nodes are configured to implement a peer-to-peer environment on the network 
according to a peer-to-peer platfonn comprising: 



a core layer corfiprising one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols for enabling the plurality of peer nodes 
to discover each other, communicate with each other, and cooperate with each other to form peer groups and 
share content in the peer-to-peer environment; | . 

a service layer comprising one or more core services each provided by one or more of the plurality of peer 
25 nodes In the peer-to-peer environment, wherein at least a subset of the core services are operable to be used 

by the plurality of peer nodes in forming and participating in the peer groups, and wherein each of the one or 
more core services are configured to be accessed by the plurality- of peer nodes In accordance with at least 
one of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols; and 

ah application layer cohnprisin^ one or more applications each' provided by one or more of the plurality of peer 
30 nodes In the peer-tb-peer environment, wherein each of the one or more applications are configured to be 

accessed in accordance with at least one of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocois, and wherein at 
least a subset of the one or more applications are each configured to access at least one of the one or more 
core services to perform application tasks in the peer-to-peer environment in accordance with at least one of 
the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols. " 

35 • ' ' . ' " . • 

2. The peer computing system as recited in claim 1 , wherein each of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
defines one or more advertisement fonnats for describing and publishing advertisements for resources in the peer- 
to-peer environment, wherein the resources include one or rhore of the peer nodes, the peer groups, the content, 
the core services, other services In the service layer, the applications, pipes, and pipe endpoints, wherein the pipes 

^0 are communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the core services, the other services and. 

the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the; pipe endpoints are network Interfaces on the 
peer nodes that are. configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the communications channels. 

3. The peer computing system as recited In claim 1 , wherein at least a subset of the one or more peer-to-peer platform 
45 protocols defines one or more message formats configured for use in exchanging messages between the peer 

nodes in accordance with the particular protocol. 

4. The peer computirig system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols include 
a discovery protocol for discovering resources In the peer-to-peer environment. 

50 

5. The peer computirig system as recited in claim 4, wherein the resources include one or more of the peer nodes, 
the peer groups, the content, the core services, other services in the service layer, the applications, pipes, and 
pipe endpoints, wherein the pipes are communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the core 
services, the other services and the applications In the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints 

55 are network interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the communi- 

cations channels. 

6. The peer computing system as recited in claim 4, wherein the resources include the peer nodes, wherein the one 
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or more peer-to-peer platform protocots define a peer advertisement format configured for use in advertising the 
peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein said discovering the peer nodes returns one or more peer 
advertisements for the discovered peer nodes formatted in accordance with the peer advertisement format 

( ' . . 

7. The peer computing system as recited in claim 4 or 6, wherein the resources include the peer groups wherein the 
one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols define a peer group advertisement fomiat configured for use in ad- 
vertising the peer groups in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein said.discovering the peer groups returns one 
or more peer group advertisements formatted in accordance with the peer group advertisement format. 

8. The peer conpputing system as recited in claim 4. 6 or 7, wherein the resources Include the content wherein the 
one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols define a content advertisement format configured for use in advertising 
the content in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein said discovering content returns one or more content adver- 
tisements fonnatted in accordance with the content advertisement format. 

9. The peer computing system as recited in claim 4. 6, 7 or 8, wherein the resources include pipes, wherein the pipes 
are communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the core services and the applications' in 
the peer-to-peer environment, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols define a pipe advertisement 
fonnat configured for use in advertising pipes in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein said discovering pipes 
returns one or more pipe advertisements fomiatted in accordance with the pipe advertisement format. 

10. The peer computing system as recited In claim 4, 6, 7, 8 or 9. wherein the resources include pipe endpoints 
wherein the pipe endpoints are network interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes 
to establish the communications channels, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols define an 
endpoint advertisementformatconfiguredfor use in advertising endpoints in the peer-to-peer environment wherein 
said discovering endpoints returns one or more endpoint advertisements formatted in accordance with the endooint 
advertisement format. 

1 1 . The peer computing system as recited in claim 4, 6, 7. 8, 9 or1 0, wherein the resources include the core services 
and other sen/ices provided by the peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein the one or more peer-to- 
peer platfomi protocols define a service advertisement format configured for use in advertising the core services 
and the other services provided by the peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein said discovering the 
core services and the other services returns one or more service advertisements formatted in accordance with the 
service advertisement fohnat. 

12. The peer computing system as recited in claim 1 or 4. wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
includes a peer membership protocol for use by the peer nodes in applying for membership in one or more of the 
peer groups. 

13. the peercomputing system as recited in claim 1. 4. or 12, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
include a peer resolver protocol for use in sending generic search queries from one peer node to one or more 
other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein the search queries are sent to one or more services 
configured to perfomi searches as specified by the search queries and to generate responses to the search queries 
wherein the one or more services are each hosted by one of the one or more other peer nodes. 

14. The peer computing system as recited in claim 13. wherein each of the one or more services is configured to find 
one or more of peer, peer group, content, service, application, pipe, and pipe endpoint information in accordance 
with each particular search query received by the particular service handler, wherein the pipes are communications 
channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the core services, other services in the service layer and the 
applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints are networi< interfaces on the peer 
nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the communications channels. 

15. The peer computing system as recited in claim 1. 4, 12. or 13. wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform 
protocols include a pipe binding protocol for use in finding the physical location of a pipe endpoint and in binding 
to the pipe endpoint, wherein pipes are communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes the 
core services, other services in the service layer, and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein 
the pipe endpoints are network interfaces on the peer nodes that are configuredto be bound to the pipes to establish 
the communications channels. 
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The peer computing system as recited in claim 1 , 4, 12, 13, or 1§, Wherein thie orie or more peer-to-peer platform 
protocols Include an endpoint routing protocol for enabling the peer nodes to request peer routing information to 
reach other peer nodes. ♦ 

The peer computing system as recited in claim .16, wherein, in said requesting peer routing information, the peer 
nodes are configured to use the endpoint routing protocol to send route query request messages formatted in 
accordance with the endpoint routing protocol to one or more router peers to request the peer routing information, 
wherein each" of the router peers is configured to cache route information for one or more routes in the peer-to- 
peer environment, and wherein each of the router peers is further configured to return route information for a 
particular route specified by a particular route query request message if tfie route information for the particular 
route Is cached by the particular router peer. 

The peer computing system as recited in claim 1 7, wherein each of the router peers is further configured to forward 
the route query request message to other router peers if the route information for the particular route is not cached 
by the particular router peer, 

19. The peer computing system as recited in claim 1, 4, 12, 13, 15, or 16, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer 
platform protocols Includes a peer information protocol for enabling the peer nodes to obtain information about 
capabilities and status of other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment. 

20 . ■ ^ ■ . . 

20. The peer computing system as recited in claim 1 , 4, 12, 13, 15, 16, or 19, wherein each peer group is a collection 
of cooperating member peer nodes that provides a common set of services to the member peer nodes in the peer- 
to-peer environment, wherein the peer-to-peer platform protocols include a discovery protocol and a membership 
protocol, wherein the common set of services on at least a subset of the peer groups includes a discovery service 

25 for use by member peer nodes in said peer group to discover advertised resources including peer nodes and peer 

groups in the peer computing system in accordance with the discovery protocol, wherein the common set of serv- 
ices on at least a'subset of the peer groups includes a membership service for use by member peer nodes in said 
peer group to reject or accept group membership applications in accordance with the membership protocol. 

30 21. The peer computing system as recited in claim 1 . wherein each of the plurality of peer nodes Includes a unique 
identifier configured for use in distinguishing each peer node from the other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer envi- 
ronment. 

method for implementing a peer-to-peer environment on a network, the method comprising: 

a plurality of peer nodes coupled to a network each irnplementing a core layer of a peer-to-peer platform, 
wherein the core layer comprises one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols for enabling the plurality of peer 
nodes to discover each other, communicate with each other, and cooperate with each other to form peer groups 
and share content In the peer-to-peer environment; 

the plurality of peer nodes each Implementing a service layer comprising one or more core services each 
provided by one or more of the plurality of peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein each of the 
one or more core services are configured to be accessed by peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment in 
accordance with at least a subset of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols; 

the plurality of peer nodes each implementing an application layer comprising one or more applications each 
provided by one or more of the plurality of peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein each of the 
one or more applications are configured to be accessed in accordance with at least one of the one or more 
peer-to-peer platform protocols, and wherein at least a subset of the one or more applications are each con- 
figured to access at least one of the one or more core services to perform application tasks in the peer-to- 
peer environment in accordance with at least one of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols; and 
at least a subset of the plurality of peer nodes accessing at least a subset of the core services in accordance 
with at least one of the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols to form one or more peer groups In the 
peer-to-peer environment. 

23. The method as recited in claim 22, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols include a peer mem- 
55 bership protocol for joining or forming a peer group with other peer nodes, wherein the one or more core services 

include a membership service for use by the peer nodes in fonning the peer groups and joining the peer groups, 
wherein the membership service is configured to be accessed by the peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment 
in accordance with the membership protocol, the method further comprising one or more of the plurality of peer 
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nodes forming a peer group in the peer-to-peer environment using the membership service. 

24. The method as recited in clainri 23, further comprising: 

another peer node applying for membership in the peer group using the membership service; 
. one or more member peer nodes of the peer group determining if the other peer node is qualified for mem- 
bership in the peer group in response to the application for membership using the membership service- and 
If the member peer nodes detennine that the other peer node is qualified for membership in the peer group, 
the other peer node becoming a member peer node in the peer group, 

25. The method as recited in claim 22 or 23. wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platfonn protocols include a dis- 
covery protocol for discovering resources in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the one or more core 
services include a discovery service for use by the peer nodes to discover advertised resources in the in the peer- 
to-peer environment, wherein the d iscov ery service is configured to be accessed_by the peer nodes in the peer- 
to-peer environment in accordance with the discovery protocol. 

26. The method as recited in claim 25, wherein the advertised resources include one or more of the peer nodes the 
peer groups, the content,, the core services, other services in the service layer, the applications, pipes, and pipe 
endpoints, wherein the pipes are communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes the core 
services, the other services and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints 
are network interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be bouhd to the pipes to establish the communi- 
cations channels. 

27. The method as recited in claim 25, wherein the resources include the peer nodes, the method further comprising: 

one of the plurality of peer nodes broadcasting a peer discovery hnessage in the peer-to-peer environment 
using the discovery service; and 
- the one of the plurality of peer nodes receiving one or more response messages In response to the peer 
discovery message, wherein the response messages each include information about a particular peer node 
. wherein the infomiation is configured for. use by the one of the plurality of peer nodes in establishing a con- 
nection to the partic.ular peer node; and 

1 ■ ■ • " 

wherein, the peer discovery message and the one or more resjaonse messages are in a fonnat defined by 
the discovery protocol, and wherein said broadcasting a peer discovery message and said receiving one or more 
response messages are perfomied in accordance with the discovery protocol. 

28. The method as recited in claim 25 or 27, wherein the resources include the peer groups, the method further com- 
prising: 

one of the plurality of peer nodes broadcasting a peer group discovery message in the peer-to-peer environ- 
ment using the discovery service; and 

the one of the plurality of peer nodes receiving a peer group response message in response to the peer group 
discovery message from each of one or more of the peer groups in the peer-to-peer environment, wherein the 
peer group response messages each include information about a particular peer group, wherein the informa- 
tion is configured for use by the one of the plurality of peer nodes In joining the particular peer group; and 

wherein the peer group discovery message and the peer group response message are in a format defined 
by the discovery protocol, and wherein said broadcasting a peer group discovery message and said receiving a 
peer group response message are performed In accordance with the discovery protocol. 

29. The method as recited in claim 22, further comprising publishing advertisements for resources In the peer-to-peer 
environment using one or more advertisement formats each defined by one of the one or more peer-to-peer platform 
protocols, wherein the resources include one or more of the peer nodes, the peer groups, the content the core 
services, other services in the service layer, the applications, pipes, and pipe endpoints, wherein the pipes are 
communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the core services, the other sen/ices and the 
applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints are network interfaces on the peer 
nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the communications channels. 
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30. The' method as recited in claim 22, further comprising two or more of the plurality of peer nodes exchanging mes; 
sages in the peer-to-peer environment using one or more message formats each defined by one of the one or 
more peer-to-peer platform protocols. 

The method as recited in claim 22 or 23, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols include a dis- 
covery protocol, the method further comprising a peer node discovering resources In the peer-to-peer environment 
in accordance with the discovery protocol, wherein said discovering the resources comprises the peer node re- 
ceiving one or more advertisements for the discovered resources formatted in accordance with the peer discovery 
protocol. 

The method as recited in clairh 31 , wherein the resources Include one or more of the peer nodes, the peer groups, 

the content, the core services, other services in the service layer, the applications, pipes, and pipe endpoints, 
wherein the pipes are communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the core services, the 
other services and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe endpoints are network 
interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the communications channels. 

The method as recited in claim 22, 23, 25, or 31 , wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols includes 
a peer membership protocol, the method further comprising one of the plurality of peer nodes applying for mem- 
bership in one or more of the peer groups in accordance with the peer membership protocol. 

The method as recited in claim 22, 23, 25, 31, or 33, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
includes a peer resolver protocol, the method further comprising one of the plurality of peer nodes sending one or 
more generic search queries to one or more other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment in accordance with 
the peer resolver protocol. 

The method as recited In claim 22, 23, 25, 31 , 33, or 34, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
include a pipe binding protocol,' the method further comprising: 

, one of the plurality of peer nodes finding the physical location of a pipe endpoint in accordlance with the pipe 
30 binding protocol; and , 

the peer node binding to the pipe endpoint in accordance with the pipe binding protocol; 

wherein pipes are communications channels between one or more of the peer nodes, the core services, 
other services in the service layer, and the applications in the peer-to-peer environment, and wherein the pipe 
35 endpoints are network interfaces on the peer nodes that are configured to be bound to the pipes to establish the 

communications channels. 

36. The method as recited in claim 22, 23, 25, 31 , 33, 34, or 35, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform protocols 
Include an endpoint routing protocol, the method further comprising one of the plurality of peer nodes requesting 

40 peer routing information to other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment in accordance with the endpoint 

routing protocol. 

37. The method as recited in claim 22, 23, 25, 31 , 33, 34, 35, or 36, wherein the one or more peer-to-peer platform 
protocols include a peer infomriation protocol, the method further comprising one of the plurality of peer nodes 

. obtaining information about capabilities and status of one or more other peer nodes in the peer-to-peer environment 

in accordance with the peer information protocol. 

38. The method as recited in claim 22, wherein each peer group is a collection of cooperating member peer nodes, 
further comprising each peer group providing a common set of services to the member peer nodes In the peer-to- 

50 . peer environment. 
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